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SPECIAL CALLED CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
Holt-Bishop Justice Center, Municipal Courtroom, 101 Main Street

October 26, 2021 | 3:00 PM

Meeting Call to Order (Mayor Gil McDougal)
 

Public Comment (We ask that you sign in for Public Comment before the meeting begins. Please state your Name and 
Address for the record and limit your comments to three minutes.)
 

Adoption of the Agenda (Mayor Gil McDougal)
 

A. Community Development (Bobby Elliott, Director) 
 

 1. RA-08-21 - Rezoning of Parcels V05 0180062 and V05 0180085 on Mirror Lake Boulevard and Public Hearing 
(Ron Johnson, Planning & Zoning Specialist)

 

 2. RA-09-21 - 384 Mirror Lake Boulevard Rezoning and Public Hearing (Ron Johnson, Planning & Zoning Specialist)
 

 3. Appeal of Decision by the Planning Commission for PLAT-04-21 - Parcel #s 01720250035, 01720250003 & 
01730250010 (Ron Johnson, Planning and Zoning Specialist)

 

B. Finance (Jennifer Hallman, Finance Director) 
 

 1. Authorize agreement between Villa Rica and the Georgia Department of Human Services, Division of Family and 
Children Services for the Low Income Household Water Assistance Program Agreement. 

 

 2. Approve terms & conditions of the Public Safety Officials and First Responders Supplement from the State
 

C. Governing Body (Mayor Gil McDougal) 
 

 1. Employee Vaccination Incentive Discussion - Councilwoman Leslie McPherson
 

D. Executive Session (C. David Mecklin, City Attorney) 
 

 1. Meeting to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or 
dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee as provided in Georgia Code section 50-
14-3(b)(2).

 

Adjournment 
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SUBJECT:  RA-08-21 – Parcel #: V05 0180085 and V050180062; Mirror Lake Boulevard at 

Shoreline Parkway Rezoning 

  

 AGENDA DATE:  October 26, 2021 

 

DATE PREPARED:  October 13, 2021 

  

PREPARED BY:  Ronald Johnson, Planning and Zoning Specialist 

 
FISCAL IMPACT:  N/A 

   

 PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED: Yes 

   

 

 
PURPOSE: Fuqua Acquisitions II, LLC of Atlanta, GA has requested a rezoning of two undeveloped 

properties totaling 55-acres from Industrial Medium-Density to Single-Family Attached (SFA), 

Commercial Medium-Density (C2) and Multifamily Medium-Density (MF2). 

 

BACKGROUND:  The applicant proposes a mixed use development on three parcels fronting Mirror 

Lake Boulevard at Shoreline Parkway. The project consists of 18.9 acres dedicated to commercial 

space, 255 townhome units and 208 multifamily units. The project will be adjacent to the Arbour 

Valley Development multifamily development and will straddle the proposed Mirror Lake Connector 

road between Mirror Lake and the Downtown. A grocer, several restaurant pad sites and a retail strip 

center is proposed along Mirror Lake Boulevard. This project also includes RA-09-21, which is a 

property to the north of the subject two properties and is included within this development. The parcels 

were previously zoned General Industrial (GI) under the Unified Development Code and was laterally 

rezoned to I2 upon the citywide rezoning in 2020. No variances have been applied for. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends Approval w/ Conditions. 

 

Conditions: 

1. Approval contingent upon the recording of the final survey identifying the proposed 

parcel boundaries. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION: APPROVAL (4-0) 

 

MOTION:   
 

I move to approve the rezoning request from Fuqua Acquisitions II, LLC of Atlanta, GA for a rezoning 

from I2 to MF2, C2 and SFA, as outlined by the submitted Site Plan dated September 7, 2021 by 

Haines Gipson & Associates with conditions as outlined by staff. 
 



Fifteen Piedmont Center • 3575 Piedmont Rd. NE • Suite 800 •Atlanta, GA 30305 
Office (404) 907-1709 • Fax (404) 228-4630 

www.fuquadevelopment.com 

APPLICATION TO REZONE PROPERTY 

Located in Villa Rica, GA 
Mirror Lake Boulevard at Shoreline Parkway 

Submitted By: 
Fuqua Development, LP 

3575 Piedmont Rd. NE, Suite 800 
Atlanta, GA 30305 

http://www.fuquadevelopment.com/


Fifteen Piedmont Center • 3575 Piedmont Rd. NE • Suite 800 •Atlanta, GA 30305 
Office (404) 907-1709 • Fax (404) 228-4630 

www.fuquadevelopment.com 
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CARROLL COUNTY, GEORGIA 

Written Statement 
September , 2021 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT OVERVIEW

This application is being filed on behalf of the property owners Schoerner ( V05 0180062, V05 0180085) 
and Condon (V05 0180075) located on Mirror Lake Blvd across from Shoreline Parkway.  The proposed 
rezoning will change the current zoning from Industrial Low Density(I1) and Single Family Agricultural 
(AG) to Single Family Attached Residential (SFA), Medium-Density Residential (MF2) and 
Commercial (C2) according to the Site Development Plan provided.  The zoning change 
will allow a new multi-use development and create new vehicle and pedestrian connectivity for Villa 
Rica residents.  

 
 
 

 
 ƻŦ ±ƛƭƭŀ wƛŎŀ to the original 

zoning through a zoning map amendment.

 The proposed uses and the effect the proposed use may have on surrounding properties and a 
statement of the facts indicating that the proposed change will not be detrimental to the general 
public interest and the purposes of this Code;

The new development will include both retail and residential which are consistent with adjacent and 
nearby properties.  Surrounding uses include single family detached subdivisions, light industrial and 
medium density retail.  No detrimental effects are anticipated on the surrounding areas.  The proposed 
residential developments will provide new homes with walkable access to restaurants and services.  

 
   

b. Whether such change is consistent with the intent and the purpose of this Code and the goals 
and policies of the Comprehensive Plan

The proposed zoning map amendment is consistent with the intent of the code and the Comprehensive 
Plan.  As specified, the future land use for this site is “Urban Village”. Urban Village is described as 
“moderate density residential and neighborhoods” and a “traditional neighborhood with a focal point 
represented by neighborhood commercial development”.  The proposed development includes new 
residential neighborhoods and a commercial hub with grocery, retail and restaurants that are 
pedestrian accessible. 



c. The areas which are most likely to be directly affected by such change and the likely effects.

The project will bring greater desirability to the area, generate additional tax revenues and increase 
property values.  As stated, there are no negative impacts expected in the area as a result of the project.    
Buffers are planned between commercial and residential to separate uses.  Stormwater protection 
regulations will be followed throughout the life of the project.    

d. Whether the proposed amendment is made necessary because of changed or changing social values, 
new planning concepts or other social or economic conditions in the areas and zoning districts affected

The proposed development supports Villa Rica’s continued population growth by offering new housing, 
conveniences and services.   The energy of the proposed development will draw residents of Mirror Lake 
Neighborhood westward toward downtown and vice versa creating opportunities and conveniences not 
currently available.   

e. The proposed time schedule and phasing for development;

The development is projected to start in late 2022 and complete in late 2024.

f. The source/method for providing utility/infrastructure services to the property;

Water and sewer will be public and provided by the City of Villa Rica.   No offsite infrastructure upgrades 
are anticipated at this time.  The new Mirror Lake Connector and ROW will be public.   

g. A description of existing road conditions and any new roads to be included in the development will 
have on existing road and traffic conditions;

The project  a section of the Mirror Lake Connector to 
Cleghorn Street.  There are 2 new full access drives shown on Mirror Lake Blvd/Punkintown Road and 3 
full access drives on the new Mirror Lake Connector.  All internal roads and interparcel access drives are 
part of the overall development. 

h. A list of any state, federal or other public agencies’ approvals or permits required for the proposed 
development. 

The project will be submitted to City of Villa Rica for land disturbance and building permits.

Page 2 of 2 
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Planning & Zoning 

Community Development Department 

Villa Rica City Hall 

571 W. Bankhead Hwy 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

 T: 678.840.1238 

F: 770.459.7003 

www.villarica.org 

 

October 19th, 2021 

Whitney Cox, Board Administrator 

Community Development Department 

City of Villa Rica 

571 W. Bankhead Highway 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

 

Re: Planning Report  

 Fuqua Acquisitions II, LLC 

 RA-08-21 and RA-09-21 

Mirror Lake Boulevard at Shoreline Parkway 

and 384 Mirror Lake Blvd 

Land Lot 176, District 2 

Parcel #: V05 0180085, V05 0180062, V05 0180075 

Acreage: 61.1 

Ward: 1  

Planning Board Member: Shirley A. Hillsman 

City Council Member: Shirley Marchman 

City of Villa Rica, Carroll County, Georgia  
 

Dear Ms. Cox: 

 

Fuqua Acquisitions II, LLC (the Applicant) seeks a rezoning from Single-Family Agricultural 

(AG) and Industrial Medium-Density (I2) to Single-Family Attached (SFA), Commercial 

Medium-Density (C2) and Multifamily Medium-Density (MF2) in order to construct a multi-

family apartment complex with 208 units, a townhome community with 255 units, and an 18.97-

acre commercial retail shopping center with five outparcels. The Applicant has not requested any 

variances. This review is being conducted for both applications as each application depends on the 

success of the other application. Certain recommendations, technical details and other information 

may not be directly applicable to each individual application, but applicable to the entirety of the 

project. 

 

The following documents, which were submitted in support of the Application, have been 

reviewed: 

 

1. Site Plan, prepared by Haines Gipson and Associates, unsigned and unstamped, dated 

September 7th, 2021; 

 

2. Rezoning Application and Application Checklist, notarized and dated September 13th, 2021; 

 

3. Applicant Campaign Disclosure Form, undated; 

 

4. Authorization of Property owners, notarized and dated September 8th, 2021, signed by 

Delena C. Condon and Clay C. Condon; 

 

 

http://www.villarica.org/
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5. Authorization of Property owners, notarized and dated September 7th, 2021, signed by 

David R. Schoerner and DMS Columbia Dr, LLC d/b/a Schoerner Enterprises, Joint 

Venture; 

 

6. Applicant Written Statement, by an unknown preparer, dated September 13th, 2021 (2 

Pages); 

 

7. Document entitled “Pinegrove Communities: Typical Townhome Product” including 

elevations, undated, by an unknown preparer (9 pages). 

 

8. Document entitled “Design Development” including photos of conceptual 

architecture for Commercial Development, undated, by an unknown preparer (3 

pages). 

 

 

A. Existing Conditions 

 

The subject properties are located west of Mirror Lake Boulevard. For the purposes of this 

review, 384 Mirror Lake Boulevard will be referred to as “Parcel A”, V05 0180062 will be 

referred to as “Parcel B” and V05 0180085 will be referred to as “Parcel C”. 

 

All three parcels have direct access and frontage along Mirror Lake Parkway. Parcel A has 

approximately 342.83’ of frontage, Parcel B has approximately 325.48’ of frontage and Parcel C 

has approximately 1,120.77’ of frontage along Mirror Lake Boulevard. Parcel A is currently zoned 

Single-Family Agricultural (AG) and features a single-family home. Parcels B and C are zoned 

Industrial Medium-Density (I2) while Parcel B and Parcel C are undeveloped. 

 

The subject properties are adjacent to residential uses in the existing Stonehenge subdivision to 

the north, and the Spyglass Hill section of Mirror Lake subdivision to the east across Mirror Lake 

Boulevard, both of which are in the city limits. Parcel C also borders an industrial area to the south 

along Conners Road and Grady Knight Industrial Court as well as the Mirror Lake Shopping 

Center across Mirror Lake Boulevard to the east. Directly west of Parcel A is a single-residential 

house, and west of Parcel B is the city’s lift station along Anderson Road, along with a parcel 

approved in 2020 for 192 residential apartment units by Arbour Communities (Arbour Valley). 

Parcel C borders Cleghorn Street Park and to the west. 

 

The Town Branch stream borders the rear (western) boundaries of Parcels B and C. No streams 

are present on Parcel A. No easements have been identified on the site plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

Surrounding Properties:  
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Figure 1: Carroll County GIS image of the site, with the property boundaries approximated. 

 

 

 

B. Site History  

TABLE 1 – ADJACENT ZONING AND LAND USE CHARACTER AREAS 

Current Zoning Land Use Character Area 

North 

Parcel A: Single-Family Suburban (R1) 

Parcel B:  Single-Family Agricultural (AG) 

Parcel C: Industrial Medium-Density (I2) 

Parcel A: Suburban Neighborhood 

Parcel B & C: Urban Village 

East     

Parcels A & B: Planned Unit Development 

Parcel C: Planned Unit Development & 

Commercial Medium-Density (C2) 

Parcels A & B: Suburban 

Neighborhood 

Parcel C: Suburban Neighborhood & 

Commercial Activity Area 

South Industrial Medium Density (I2) Urban Village  

West    

Parcel A: Single-Family Agricultural (AG) 

Parcels B & C: Multifamily Medium-

Density (MF2) 

Parcels A & B: Urban Village 

Parcel C: Urban Village & 

Conservation / Open Space 
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Parcel A was developed with a single-family home in 1993 and is a part of Stonehenge subdivision. The 

entirety of Parcels B and C are vacant and have been vacant throughout their existence. The Unified 

Development Code (UDC) zoned Parcel A as Multi-Family (R14) and Parcels B and C as 

General Industrial (GI). Parcel A was rezoned in 2020 during the citywide rezoning from R14 to 

Single-Family Agricultural (AG), whereas Parcels B and C were rezoned from GI to Industrial 

Medium-Density (I2). 

 

The department does not have any records related to land use applications pertaining to these 

parcels. 
 

 

C. Proposed Development 

 

The applicant is under contract for the parcels in question with the intent to construct 255 

townhome units, 208 multi-family units and an 18.9-acre commercial shopping center within the 

confounds of the area as described in Section A. The applicant has proposed to rezone Parcel A 

from AG to Single-Family Attached (SFA) and Commercial Medium-Density (C2); and rezone 

Parcels B and C from I2 to SFA, C2 and MF2. Approximately 9.8 acres of the proposed 

development is proposed to be zoned MF2, and 32.98 acres is proposed to be rezoned SFA. 

 

Of the commercial space proposed, a 60,000 sq. ft. grocer, 5,000 sq. ft. of retail space, and 10,000 

sq. ft. of restaurant space is proposed within the anchor and shops parcel. Five outparcels are also 

shown on the plan that would be in addition to the above figures. 

 

The townhomes are proposed to be 50’ x 20’ units with a 7.7 units per acre density. The applicant’s 

site plan indicates at least two amenities will be installed (clubhouse and pool). The applicant has 

also submitted sample elevation drawings that indicate multiple townhome sizes ranging from 22’ 

x 55’ to a 30’ wide unit. 

 

The multi-family housing is proposed to be 21.2 units per acre with three (3) stories. The average 

square footage per unit is proposed to be 900, and at least 8,950 square feet will be dedicated to 

amenity space. The applicant has proposed at least one amenity on the site plan, which would 

consist of a fitness club. Each unit will have two (2) parking spaces. 

 

A new boulevard connecting from Shoreline Parkway to Cleghorn Street and points beyond is a 

central feature of the development. The applicant has indicated that the project will commence in 

late 2022 and will be completed in 2023 upon approval. 

 

See Table 2 below for yard and bulk requirements in the C2, MF2 and SFA Zones: 

 

 

 

TABLE 2 - BULK REQUIREMENTS – C2 COMMERCIAL MEDIUM-DENSITY ZONE 
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The development is proposed to have city sewer and water. All right-of-ways are required to be at 

least 50’ in width. 

 

 

 Required Proposed Conforming (C) or 
Nonconforming (NC) 

Minimum Lot Area (ac) 2.5 18.9   C 

Minimum Lot Width (ft) 150 Unknown   Unknown 

Minimum Front Yard Setback (ft) 25 (Mirror Lake Connector) 
45 (Mirror Lake Boulevard) 

Unknown 
Unknown 

Minimum Rear Yard Setback (ft) 45 Unknown Unknown 

Minimum Side Yard Setback (ft) 30 Unknown Unknown 
Maximum Building Coverage (%) 50 Unknown Unknown 
Maximum Building Height (ft) 60 Unknown Unknown 

Maximum Impervious Coverage (%) 80 Unknown Unknown 

TABLE 2 - BULK REQUIREMENTS – MF2 MULTIFAMILY MEDIUM-DENSITY ZONE 

 Required Proposed Conforming (C) or 
Nonconforming (NC) 

Minimum Lot Area (ac) 5 9.8   C 

Minimum Lot Width (ft) 150 Unknown   Unknown 

Minimum Front Yard Setback (ft) 25 (Mirror Lake Connector) 
45 (Mirror Lake Boulevard) 

Unknown 
Unknown 

Minimum Rear Yard Setback (ft) 40 Unknown Unknown 

Minimum Side Yard Setback (ft) 40 Unknown Unknown 
Maximum Building Coverage (%) 75 Unknown Unknown 
Maximum Building Height (ft) 65 Unknown Unknown 

Maximum Impervious Coverage (%) 75 Unknown Unknown 

Minimum Heated Square Feet (sf) 950 900 NC 

TABLE 2 - BULK REQUIREMENTS – SFA SINGLE-FAMILY ATTACHED ZONE 

 Required Proposed Conforming (C) or 
Nonconforming (NC) 

Minimum Lot Area (ac) 1 32.98   C 

Minimum Lot Width (ft) 100 Unknown   Unknown 

Minimum Front Yard Setback (ft) 25 (Mirror Lake Connector) 
45 (Mirror Lake Boulevard) 

Unknown 
Unknown 

Minimum Rear Yard Setback (ft) 40 Unknown Unknown 

Minimum Side Yard Setback (ft) 40 Unknown Unknown 
Maximum Building Coverage (%) 40 Unknown Unknown 

Maximum Building Height (ft) 45 Unknown Unknown 

Maximum Impervious Coverage (%) 50 Unknown Unknown 

Minimum Heated Square Feet (sf) 1,040 1,000 NC 
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Design Standards 

The city has design standards for all multifamily and single-family attached units, as well as for 

commercial buildings in Section 9.03 and Section 9.04, respectively, of the Zoning Ordinance to 

which the applicant must comply at the time of architectural review.  

 

Amenities/Open Space 

The applicant has indicated at least two amenities for the townhomes and one amenity for the 

multi-family development. A total of three (3) amenities are required for the multi-family units 

and an additional three (3) amenities are required for the townhomes. The applicant will need to 

address the amenity requirements prior to approval of the Final Plat. The applicant has not 

indicated how much open space will be within the development. The ordinance requires a 

minimum of 5% open space for the commercial parcel, 12% for the townhome parcel and 15% for 

the multi-family parcel. The ordinance specifies what is considered non-qualifying open space and 

qualifying open space as specified below: 

 

TABLE 8 – QUALIFYING AND NON-QUALIFYING OPEN SPACE 

Non-Qualifying Open Space Qualifying Open Space 

Required Private Yards Conservation areas and wetlands 

preserved as conservation areas. 

Street rights-of-way, open parking area 

and driveways for dwellings 

Floodplains 

Land covered by buildings Woodlands 

Required detention and retention ponds 

that are not visually or physically 

accessible. 

Riparian Corridors 

The floodway of any stream, regulated 

drain, river or other water body 

accessible. 

Retention and detention facilities 

with the following characteristics: 

1. Perimeter access. An 

easement of at least fifteen 

(15) feet from the top of 

bank with a minimum five 

(5) feet wide path of a 

material that meets the 

requirements of the ADA. 

2. Access. An area of open 

space at least twenty (20) 

feet wide shall extend from 

a street right-of-way to the 

fifteen (15) foot perimeter 

access area of the detention 

area. 

3. Planting. Native plant 

material is encouraged 
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around the perimeter of 

retention ponds. 

Any area with slopes exceeding a twenty-

five percent (25%) grade. 

Development amenity areas 

containing semi-public areas such 

as: 

1. Plazas with seating and 

special features such as 

public art or fountains. 

2. Pocket parks with seating 

and landscaping. 

3. Decorative water features; 

and lakes. 

Any wetlands on the development site, 

unless preserved as a conservation area. 

 

 

The city’s ordinance permits for the following mix of amenities at the discretion of the developer 

for all SFA zoned properties, and approval of the City Council: 

 Swimming pool sized to comply with NRPA standards. 

 Golf course. 

 Resident clubhouse. 

 Two tot lots with a minimum size of five-hundred (500) square feet per lot 

 Basketball, volleyball, or other sport court. 

 Two picnic areas, with a minimum size of five-hundred (500) square feet per area, and 

including a minimum of two picnic tables and one (1) barbeque grill/pit per area. 

 Other amenity approved by the City Council. 

 

The city ordinance permits the following mix of amenities for MF2 zoned properties: 

 Swimming pool; 

 Golf course or Putting green; 

 Resident clubhouse; 

 Pet park, minimum of two-thousand 

 (2,000) square feet; 

 Community center (meeting room, 

assembly hall, etc.); 

 Community garden with raised beds; 

 Rooftop terrace; 

 Library/study 

o Computer resource 

center/internet café 

o Learning center/childcare 

 Koi pond/water gardens; 

 Nature trails Fitness center and/or 

 recreation building; 

 Pocket parks Basketball, volleyball, or 

other sport court; 

 Other amenity approved by city. Two 

tot lots with a minimum size of five-

hundred (500) square feet per lot; 

 Two picnic areas, with a minimum size 

of five-hundred (500) square feet per 

area, and including a minimum of two 

picnic tables and one (1) grill/pit per 

area; 
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Offsite Improvements 

Several off-site improvements are proposed along Mirror Lake Boulevard. The developer proposes 

acceleration and deceleration lanes along with sidewalks on Mirror Lake Boulevard and the 

proposed Mirror Lake Connector. No other off-site improvements are indicated on the plat. The 

developer also proposes two stormwater management area onsite. A new access route (Mirror Lake 

Connector) from the downtown area is shown on the Site Plan with associated improvements, 

including a traffic circle and realignment. 

 

 Density 

The applicant has proposed a gross density of 7.7 dwelling units per acre (du/acre) for the 

townhome section of the development and a density of 21.2 for the multifamily component based 

on the Site Plan submitted. As this development is located within the SFA and MF2 Zones, the 

maximum density permitted is 17.42 du/acre for the SFA Zone and 19.36 du/acre for the MF2 

zone. The development meets the required density in the SFA Zone, but will require a variance to 

increase the density in the MF2 Zone as proposed. 

 

Buffering/Screening/Tree Conservation: 

 A landscaping plan will be required to be submitted by the applicant at the time of Final Plat 

submittal. Section 7.05(7) of the zoning ordinance requires that a twenty (20) foot wide landscape 

area adjacent to the road or right-of-way be provided, and must be designated as “common area” 

or placed in a landscape easement. In addition, several shrubs and trees must be planted within this 

area. Trees are to be planted at a minimum rate of five (5) trees per one-hundred (100) linear feet 

of perimeter planting. Shrubs are to be provided at a minimum rate of ten (10) per one-hundred 

(100) linear feet of perimeter planting. Decorative perimeter fencing is also required within a 

common area adjacent to the right-of-way. 

  

Based on Table 7.7: Individual Residential Lot Landscape, the SFA Zoning District has a 

requirement that each townhome has a minimum of two trees each, and ten (10) shrubs. All yards 

must be sodded. 
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Additional landscape areas, such as surrounding retention ponds, street trees and other planting 

requirements will be enforced by the department as required, including the planting and buffering 

specified above. 

 

Flood Plain 

A stream (identified as Town Branch on FEMA maps) forms the western boundary of the project 

along the edges of Parcels B and C. Based on the Site Plan submitted, the applicant appears to 

abide by the state 25’ non-disturbance buffer, but has not indicated the extent of the city’s 50’ or 

75’ buffer on the plan. Figure 2, below, indicates the flood zone map for the property: 

 

Figure 2: National Flood Hazard Layer FIRM Map 13045C0158D 
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D. Rezoning Review Criteria 

 

 The Zoning Ordinance of the City of Villa Rica, Section 11.05(2)(b), requires the Planning & 

Zoning Commission and the legislative body to pay reasonable regard to the following when 

preparing and considering proposed amendments: 

 

i. The Comprehensive Plan;  

Villa Rica Future Land Use Map 

The Future Land Use Plan prescribes “Urban Village” as the future land use character area 

for the parcels.  The intent of the Urban Village Character Area is as follows: 

 

“Complement downtown area through establishing a development pattern characterized by 

a network of streets and paths suitable for both vehicles and pedestrians. Urban Village 

areas are characterized by moderate density residential development and neighborhoods. 

Urban Villages feature traditional neighborhood development with a focal point 

represented by neighborhood commercial development. This non-residential development 

is typically clustered around a prominent intersection in the neighborhood and can include 

neighborhood commercial services and retail options. Areas suitable for Urban Village 

development surround the downtown area and are an extension of compact, gridded 

development pattern of downtown. Typically, Community Crossroads are present, which 

provide an area suitable for small-scale commercial development (detached or attached 

structures) that serves the surrounding neighborhood, creating a “Village” character.” 

The character area has design principles that recommend “moderate to high density (Up to 

8 du/ac for single family development); Higher densities”. 

 

Primary Future Land Uses: 

• Detached single-family dwellings 

• Attached single family dwellings where compatible with adjacent character; Two-

family dwellings 

(duplex), and multi-family dwellings (apartments, townhouses, similar) 

• Clustered neighborhood commercial/Small-scale mixed use (restaurants, retail, 

single offices) 

• Civic benefit uses such as community centers, libraries, places of worship and 

schools 

• Parks, greenways, trails 

 

The Comprehensive Plan indicates the following zoning categories as appropriate zoning 

categories for the Urban Village Character Area. The UDC zoning categories and their 

corresponding 2020 zoning ordinance categories care indicated below: 
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The proposed development appears to meet the intents of the Urban Village Character Area 

in the Comprehensive Plan. 
 

ii. Current conditions and the character of current structures and uses in each district; 

Parcels B and C are vacant with no uses or structures. Parcel A features a single-family 

home constructed in 1993. The character of the I2 zone is typical of a larger industrial use, 

whereas an AG zoned zoned lot typically features single-family homes on larger lots or 

vacant land. The character of the MF2 zone is typical of a multifamily development typically 

consisting of apartments or condominiums. The C2 Zone typically features commercial and 

restaurant uses. The SFA Zone typically consists of townhomes. The uses to the north and 

east are single-family in nature and are located within existing neighborhoods. The area to 

the south is industrial in nature, whereas the area to the west is currently vacant and feature 

a city park and office. This area to the west is projected to complement the proposed 

development with higher density and apartment uses. That project (Arbour Valley) is 

expected to be cohesive with the proposed development. 

 

iii. The most desirable use for which the land in each district is adapted; 

The proposed development is a desirable use based on the Comprehensive Plan and overall 

character of the area. The current use of the properties as vacant (Parcels B and C) and a 

single-family home (Parcel A) are not the highest and best uses for the properties given the 

acreage and the density recommendations stated in the Comprehensive Plan, as well as the 

density and commercial capacity in the surrounding areas, street pattern and access to major 

roadways. 

 

iv. The conservation of property values throughout the jurisdiction; and 

Property values are expected to be increased by the new housing stock and commercial 

components, and would further reduce the number of vacant parcels in the city should the 

rezoning and development of the lot materialize. 
 
 

TABLE 3 - APPROPRIATE ZONING CATEGORIES – SUBURBAN VILLAGE 

UDC Zoning Categories 
Corresponding 2020 Zoning Ordinance 

Category 

Single Family (R20) Single-Family Suburban (R1) 

Single-Family Urban (R2) 

Multi-Family (R-14) Multi-Family Low-Density (MF1) 

Residential Townhome (RT) Single-Family Attached (SFA) 

Planned Development (PD) Planned Unit Development (PUD) 

Neighborhood Commercial (NC) Commercial Low-Density (C1) 

Office-Institutional Office Medical Institutional (OMI) 
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v. Responsible development and growth 
The rezoning would be in-kind with similar developments nearby as well as proposed 

developments. The eastern sections of the city, particularly within Douglas County, are 

experiencing rapid growth within and surrounding the Mirror Lake community. The 

commercial uses will primarily service this general area and there is a need for more 

commercial space nearby. The townhomes and apartments would add to the existing pool 

of proposed projects within the city that continues to expand our diversity of housing 

opportunities for all ages and incomes. The road network in the area provides access to I-

20 via Mirror Lake Boulevard and Downtown via the new Mirror Lake Connector. The 

connector will be designed for pedestrians, vehicles and golf carts. 
 

 

The State of Georgia has several rezoning standards for consideration by decision-making bodies, 

as indicated in O.C.G.A. 36-67-3 (2010): 

 

i. Whether the zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and 

development of adjacent and nearby property;  

 

The rezoning will permit a variety of commercial uses that are permitted within the C2 Zone 

along with townhomes and apartments that would supplement other multifamily pressures 

on the eastern side of the city. The only other apartment complex within this vicinity is 

Hawthorne at Mirror Lake, which is approximately a half mile from the intersection of 

Mirror Lake Boulevard and Conners Road. This proposal appears to address this lack of 

multi-family and townhome construction in this general area. 

ii. Whether the zoning proposal will adversely affect the existing use or usability of 

adjacent or nearby property; 

 

The use is not expected to affect the existing uses nearby or usability of any adjacent 

structures or lots. The use is consistent with the density of Arbour Valley to the west and 

would complement the downtown area and the Mirror Lake Boulevard area with new 

construction residential and expanded shopping opportunities. 

 

iii. Whether the property to be affected by the zoning proposal has a reasonable economic 

use as currently zoned;  

The property does have a reasonable economic use as currently zoned, however it is not the 

highest and best use of land given the acreage and Comprehensive Plan designations for 

appropriate zoning, which would allow for higher density and/or intensity. Because of the 

size and location of the parcel, along with development pressures along the Mirror Lake 

Boulevard corridor, the rezoning to SFA, C2 and MF2 would provide more economic 

activity and viability to the land and surrounding area. 

 

iv. Whether the zoning proposal will result in a use which will or could cause an excessive 

or burdensome use of existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities, or schools;  

No excessive usage of city infrastructure has been identified as expected from the rezoning 
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proposal by staff.  Potential traffic impacts along Mirror Lake Connector and Mirror Lake 

Boulevard must be studied and reviewed by the City Engineer as a part of final plat approval. 

 

v. If the local government has an adopted land use plan, whether the zoning proposal is 

in conformity with the policy and intent of the land use plan; and  

The rezoning is supported by the Comprehensive Plan. The Comprehensive plan prescribes 

Urban Village as the land use character areas, which recommend higher density within the 

areas between Downtown and Mirror Lake Boulevard. This is consistent with the requested 

zone change from AG and I2 to MF2, SFA and C2. 
 

vi. Whether there are other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and 

development of the property which give supporting grounds for either approval or 

disapproval of the zoning proposal. 

This area of the city is undergoing a transformation, which includes a new traffic circle at 

Dallas Highway and Punkintown Road; the resumption of large-scale residential single-

family detached housing in Mirror Lake, and the planning and engineering for the Mirror 

Lake Connector Road. These changing conditions warrant additional development that will 

capitalize off of these infrastructure improvements and make these projects viable. 

 

E. Comments 

 

1. The City Council shall require that a legal plan or contract for the perpetuation, 

maintenance and function of all the common area or other common property be established 

and furnished to the Council to be approved by the City Attorney prior to final approval. 

The legal plan or contract shall assure that all such common areas shall be provided for in 

a satisfactory manner without expense to the City. The documents shall be recorded in the 

County Recorder’s office by the applicant prior to occupancy of any building on the 

project. 

2. Where applicable, a homeowners’ or maintenance association shall be established for the 

purpose of permanently maintaining all open space and potential non-commercial 

recreational facilities. Such homeowner’s or maintenance association agreements, 

guaranteeing continuing maintenance, and giving lien to the City in the event of lack of 

such maintenance, shall be submitted to the City Council for approval prior to the issuance 

of any permits. 

3. A Landscape Plan, Open Space Plan and other details, as required, should be submitted to 

the City Engineer for review prior to Final Plat approval. 

4. The applicant’s proposal appears to indicate higher density for the apartments within the 

MF2 Zone than what the zone permits. The applicant should provide testimony on the 

density for the development. The developer will be required to apply for a variance or 

reduce the density prior to approval of the Final Site Plan and is NOT required at to be 

executed at this time. 

5. The average square footage of the townhome units and the multifamily units is under the 

amount required in the MF2 and SFA zones. The developer will be required to apply for a 
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variance or increase the size of the units prior to approval of the Final Site Plan and is NOT 

required at to be executed at this time. 

6. The elevation drawings submitted for the townhomes feature dimensions that are different 

than the dimensions indicated on the site plan. The applicant shall provide testimony on 

the dimensions of townhome units. 

 
 

Recommendation: 

 

Staff recommendation:  APPROVAL w/ Conditions 

 

Reasons: The requested zoning would permit uses that are consistent with the 

surrounding area and would provide further growth along the Mirror Lake 

Boulevard corridor. The proposal is the highest and best use for the land from a 

planning perspective. 

 

Conditions: 
1. Approval contingent upon the recording of the final survey identifying the 

proposed parcel boundaries. 

 

Public Notifications:  

As required by Section 11.05 in the Code of the City of Villa Rica, the public has been notified in 

Times-Georgian on September 30th, 2021; a sign has been posted on the subject properties; and all 

abutting property owners have received notification via regular and certified mail. 

 

 

Public Response: 

In response to the public notifications, one business owner has contacted the city to voice concern 

or support for the proposed actions. A letter and survey of his property has been included with the 

application materials. 

 

Should you have any questions concerning the above comments please do not hesitate to contact 

me. I reserve the right to make additional comments based upon further review or submission of 

revised plans or new information. 

Very truly yours, 
 

 

       ______________________________ 

Ronald Johnson 

Planning & Zoning Specialist 

 

cc:   Tom Barber, City Manager (via email) 

David Mecklin, Esq., City Attorney (via email) 

Bobby Elliott, P.E., Community Development Director/City Engineer (via email) 

Chris Montesinos, AICP (via email) 

mailto:jdirmann@maserconsulting.com
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Corresponding Maps: 

 

Villa Rica Zoning Map: 
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Villa Rica Future Land Use Map: 

 

 
 
 



CITY OF VILLA RICA 

City Council Meeting 

Agenda Item Cover Sheet 

 

 
SUBJECT:  RA-09-21 – 384 Mirror Lake Boulevard Rezoning 

  

 AGENDA DATE:   October 26, 2021 

 

DATE PREPARED:  October 12, 2021 

 

 PREPARED BY:  Ronald Johnson, Planning and Zoning Specialist 

 

 PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED: Yes 

 

 

 
PURPOSE: Fuqua Acquisitions II, LLC of Atlanta, GA has requested a rezoning of a property totaling 

6.1-acres from Single-Family Agricultural (AG) to Single-Family Attached (SFA) and Commercial 

Medium-Density (C2). 

 

BACKGROUND:  The applicant proposes a mixed use development on three parcels fronting Mirror 

Lake Boulevard at Shoreline Parkway. The project consists of 18.9 acres dedicated to commercial 

space, 255 townhome units and 208 multifamily units. The project will be adjacent to the Arbour 

Valley Development multifamily development and will straddle the proposed Mirror Lake Connector 

road between Mirror Lake and the Downtown. A grocer, several restaurant pad sites and a retail strip 

center is proposed along Mirror Lake Boulevard. This project also includes RA-08-21, which includes 

two properties totaling 55-acres to the south of the subject property and is included within this 

development. The parcel was previously zoned R14 (multifamily) under the Unified Development 

Code and was downzoned to Single-Family Agricultural (AG) upon the citywide rezoning in 2020. No 

variances have been applied for. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends Approval w/ Conditions 

 

Conditions: 

1. Approval contingent upon the recording of the final survey identifying the proposed 

parcel boundaries. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION: APPROVAL (4-0) 
 

MOTION:   
 

I move to approve the rezoning request from Fuqua Acquisitions II, LLC of Atlanta, GA for a rezoning 

from AG to C2 and SFA, as outlined by the submitted Site Plan dated September 7, 2021 by Haines 

Gipson & Associates with conditions as outlined by staff. 
 



Fifteen Piedmont Center • 3575 Piedmont Rd. NE • Suite 800 •Atlanta, GA 30305 
Office (404) 907-1709 • Fax (404) 228-4630 

www.fuquadevelopment.com 

APPLICATION TO REZONE PROPERTY 

Located in Villa Rica, GA 
Mirror Lake Boulevard at Shoreline Parkway 

Submitted By: 
Fuqua Development, LP 

3575 Piedmont Rd. NE, Suite 800 
Atlanta, GA 30305 

http://www.fuquadevelopment.com/
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REVISED | 08/20/2020

City of Villa Rica

APPLICATION FOR ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT/ZONING MAP AMENDMENT

OFFICIAL ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT

   OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AMENDMENT

CHECK ONE

Please complete the blanks with the information requested. If any of the information or required materials 
is missing or incomplete, the application will not be processed. Also, please note the required information 
requested on the back of this page.

Day of Application: ______________________________

APPLICANT

Applicant Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________ City: _______________ State: _____ Zip Code: _________

Phone: ____________________ Fax: ____________________ Email: __ __________
Agent Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Use: _

______________________

Address: __________________________________ City: _______________ State: _____ Zip Code: ________

Phone:____________________ Fa

Owner Name ( ): _

Address: _ _ City: __ State: Zip Code: _ _

Phone: _ Fax: ____________________ Email: ___________

NOTE: A NOTARIZED STATEMENT SIGNED BY THE PROPERTY OWNER(S) AUTHORIZING THE

APPLICANT TO MAKE THIS REQUEST SHALL BE ATTACHED TO THIS APPLICATION).

REZONING REQUEST

Existing Zoning:

Property Address:

Requested Zoning: ______________________________ 

_City: __________State: _____ Zip Code: _

_____________________________________

Nearest Intersection: _________________________________________________________________________

Present Use of Property: _Residential

Size of Tract: ______________________ Land Lot Numbers: ______ Districts: __________ 
_________ 

Gross Density: _ _ Net Density

Property Tax Parcel Number: _ _______________

 C2-Commercial Medium-Density
SFA-Single-Family Attached

384 Mirror Lake Blvd

and Single Family Attached Residential

6.1 Acres



Case # ___________________

REZONING APPLICATION REVIEW

REVISED | 08/20/2020

DISCLOSURE OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS

In accordance with the Conflict of Interest in Zoning Act, O.C.G.A., Chapter 36-67A, the following 
questions must be answered:

Has the applicant1 made, within two (2) years immediately preceding the filing of the application for 
rezoning, campaign contributions aggregating for $250.00 or more made gifts having in the aggregate a 
value of $250.00 or more to a member of a City Council or Planning Commission who will consider the 
applicant: Yes No

If YES, the applicant and the attorney representing the applicant must file a disclosure report with the City 
within ten (10) days after this application is first filed. Please supply the following information will be 
considered as the required disclosure:

Council/Planning Commission
Member Name

Dollar Amount of Campaign
Contribution

Description of Gift $250.00 or
Greater Given to Board Member



Case # ___________________

REZONING APPLICATION REVIEW

REVISED | 08/20/2020

REQUIRED MATERIALS TO ACCOMPANY THE APPLICATION FOR THE OFFICAL 
ZONING MAP AMMENDMENT

The Community Development Director may waive informational requirements upon finding that the 
information is not required to determine compliance with the Official Zoning Ordinance.

1.
property. If the applicant is not the owner, attach a notarized statement signed by the owner authorizing
the applicant to request the amendment.

2. A site development plan prepared in conformance with submittal requirements (unless waived by the
Community Development Director or requested zoning district is Single-Family Residential).

3. A written statement describing the following:
a. The proposed uses and the effect the proposed use may have on surrounding properties and

a statement of the facts indicating that the proposed change will not be detrimental to the
general public interest and the purposes of this Code;

b. Whether such change is consistent with the intent and the purpose of this Code and the goals
and policies of the Comprehensive Plan;

c. The areas which are most likely to be directly affected by such change and the likely effects;
d. Whether the proposed amendment is made necessary because of changed or changing social

values, new planning concepts or other social or economic conditions in the areas and zoning
districts affected;

e. The proposed time schedule and phasing for development;
f. The source/method for providing utility/infrastructure services to the property;
g. A description of existing road conditions and any new roads to be included in the

development will have on existing road and traffic conditions; and
h. rovals or permits required for the

proposed development.

4. Additional exhibits, as may be required by the Community Development Director.

We certify that the foregoing information is true and correct, this _____ day of
____________________, 20_____.

________________________________________ _______________________________________
Printed Signature of Applicant

________________________________________ _______________________________________
Applican ) Printed )

Sworn to and subscribed before me this _____ day of ____________________, 20_____.

_______________________________________
Notary Public

1
APPLICANT MEANS ANY INDIVIDUAL OR BUSINESS ENTITY (CORPORATION, PARTNERSHIP, LIMITED PARTNERSHIP,

FIRM ENTERPRISE, FRANCHISE, ASSOCIATION OR TRUST) APPLYING FOR REZONING OR OTHER ACTION.

13th September 21

jenniferledbetter_3
Sign Here

jenniferledbetter_4
New Stamp

jenniferledbetter_5
JNL Notary



Case # ___________________

REZONING APPLICATION REVIEW

REVISED | 08/20/2020

PROCESS

Pre-Application Conference
(Optional)

Application Filed with Department
Staff Review for Completeness

Public Hearing Schedule
Public Notification

Planning & Zoning Commission Hearing
Within Forty-Five (45) Day of Filing Complete Application

Consideration of Staff, Applicant and Public Testimony

City Council Public Hearing
Within Forty-Five (45) Days of P&Z Action

Consideration of P&Z Action and Staff,
Applicant and Public Testimony

APPROVALDENIAL City Council Action

Planning & Zoning Commission Recommendation
Approval, Approval with Conditions or Denial

Planning & Zoning Commission Action
Within Sixty (60) Days of Close of Hearing



571. W. Bankhead Highway Villa Rica, GA 30180 Phone: (770) 459-7000 Fax: (770) 459-7003
Website: www.villarica.org

THE CITY OF VILLA RICA

CONTACT US

Community Development Directory/City Engineer
. , . .

(678) 840-1213 belliott@villarica.org

Deputy Community Development Directory
(678) 840-1237 cmontesinos@villarica.org

Administrative Assistant
(678) 840-1219 kpilgrim@villarica.org

Licensing & Permitting Specialist
(678) 840-1224 nsimpson@villarica.org

Licensing & Permitting Clerk
(678) 840-1230 wcox@villarica.org

Planning & Zoning Specialist
(678) 840-1238 rjohnson@villarica.org

Building Inspector/Site Plan Review
(678) 840-1231 pallen@villarica.org

Code Enforcement Officer
(678) 840-1215 rfrancis@villarica.org

Code Enforcement Officer
(678) 840-1215 tdaniels@villarica.org

Code Enforcement Officer/Site Inspector
(678) 840-1215 cmarlar@villarica.org
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CARROLL COUNTY, GEORGIA 

Written Statement 
September , 2021 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT OVERVIEW

This application is being filed on behalf of the property owners Schoerner ( V05 0180062, V05 0180085) 
and Condon (V05 0180075) located on Mirror Lake Blvd across from Shoreline Parkway.  The proposed 
rezoning will change the current zoning from Industrial Low Density(I1) and Single Family Agricultural 
(AG) to Single Family Attached Residential (SFA), Medium-Density Residential (MF2) and 
Commercial (C2) according to the Site Development Plan provided.  The zoning change 
will allow a new multi-use development and create new vehicle and pedestrian connectivity for Villa 
Rica residents.  

 
 
 

 
 ƻŦ ±ƛƭƭŀ wƛŎŀ to the original 

zoning through a zoning map amendment.

 The proposed uses and the effect the proposed use may have on surrounding properties and a 
statement of the facts indicating that the proposed change will not be detrimental to the general 
public interest and the purposes of this Code;

The new development will include both retail and residential which are consistent with adjacent and 
nearby properties.  Surrounding uses include single family detached subdivisions, light industrial and 
medium density retail.  No detrimental effects are anticipated on the surrounding areas.  The proposed 
residential developments will provide new homes with walkable access to restaurants and services.  

 
   

b. Whether such change is consistent with the intent and the purpose of this Code and the goals 
and policies of the Comprehensive Plan

The proposed zoning map amendment is consistent with the intent of the code and the Comprehensive 
Plan.  As specified, the future land use for this site is “Urban Village”. Urban Village is described as 
“moderate density residential and neighborhoods” and a “traditional neighborhood with a focal point 
represented by neighborhood commercial development”.  The proposed development includes new 
residential neighborhoods and a commercial hub with grocery, retail and restaurants that are 
pedestrian accessible. 



c. The areas which are most likely to be directly affected by such change and the likely effects.

The project will bring greater desirability to the area, generate additional tax revenues and increase 
property values.  As stated, there are no negative impacts expected in the area as a result of the project.    
Buffers are planned between commercial and residential to separate uses.  Stormwater protection 
regulations will be followed throughout the life of the project.    

d. Whether the proposed amendment is made necessary because of changed or changing social values,
new planning concepts or other social or economic conditions in the areas and zoning districts affected

The proposed development supports Villa Rica’s continued population growth by offering new housing, 
conveniences and services.   The energy of the proposed development will draw residents of Mirror Lake 
Neighborhood westward toward downtown and vice versa creating opportunities and conveniences not 
currently available.   

e. The proposed time schedule and phasing for development;

The development is projected to start in late 2022 and complete in late 2024. 

f. The source/method for providing utility/infrastructure services to the property;

Water and sewer will be public and provided by the City of Villa Rica.   No offsite infrastructure upgrades 
are anticipated at this time.  The new Mirror Lake Connector and ROW will be public.   

g. A description of existing road conditions and any new roads to be included in the development will
have on existing road and traffic conditions;

The project  a section of the Mirror Lake Connector to 
Cleghorn Street.  There are 2 new full access drives shown on Mirror Lake Blvd/Punkintown Road and 3 
full access drives on the new Mirror Lake Connector.  All internal roads and interparcel access drives are 
part of the overall development. 

A list of any state, federal or other public agencies’ approvals or permits required for the proposed 
development. 

The project will be submitted to City of Villa Rica for land disturbance and building permits.
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Typical Townhome Product



Rear Entry Unit Elevation
22’ x 55’ – 1,650 SF 



Rear Entry Unit Elevation 2
22’ x 55’ – 1,650 SF 



Rear Entry Unit Floorplan
22’ x 55’ – 1,650 SF 

Second FloorFirst Floor



Front Entry Unit Elevation
24’ x 50’ – 1,850 SF 



Front Entry Unit Floorplan
24’ x 50’ – 1,850 SF 

First Floor Second Floor



Rear Entry Unit Elevation 
26’ x 50’ – 1,950 SF 



Rear Entry Unit Elevation 
30’ wide end-unit 



Rear Entry Unit Elevations
5-plex Composite (26’ & 30’)
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Planning & Zoning 

Community Development Department 

Villa Rica City Hall 

571 W. Bankhead Hwy 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

 T: 678.840.1238 

F: 770.459.7003 

www.villarica.org 

 

October 19th, 2021 

Whitney Cox, Board Administrator 

Community Development Department 

City of Villa Rica 

571 W. Bankhead Highway 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

 

Re: Planning Report  

 Fuqua Acquisitions II, LLC 

 RA-08-21 and RA-09-21 

Mirror Lake Boulevard at Shoreline Parkway 

and 384 Mirror Lake Blvd 

Land Lot 176, District 2 

Parcel #: V05 0180085, V05 0180062, V05 0180075 

Acreage: 61.1 

Ward: 1  

Planning Board Member: Shirley A. Hillsman 

City Council Member: Shirley Marchman 

City of Villa Rica, Carroll County, Georgia  
 

Dear Ms. Cox: 

 

Fuqua Acquisitions II, LLC (the Applicant) seeks a rezoning from Single-Family Agricultural 

(AG) and Industrial Medium-Density (I2) to Single-Family Attached (SFA), Commercial 

Medium-Density (C2) and Multifamily Medium-Density (MF2) in order to construct a multi-

family apartment complex with 208 units, a townhome community with 255 units, and an 18.97-

acre commercial retail shopping center with five outparcels. The Applicant has not requested any 

variances. This review is being conducted for both applications as each application depends on the 

success of the other application. Certain recommendations, technical details and other information 

may not be directly applicable to each individual application, but applicable to the entirety of the 

project. 

 

The following documents, which were submitted in support of the Application, have been 

reviewed: 

 

1. Site Plan, prepared by Haines Gipson and Associates, unsigned and unstamped, dated 

September 7th, 2021; 

 

2. Rezoning Application and Application Checklist, notarized and dated September 13th, 2021; 

 

3. Applicant Campaign Disclosure Form, undated; 

 

4. Authorization of Property owners, notarized and dated September 8th, 2021, signed by 

Delena C. Condon and Clay C. Condon; 

 

 

http://www.villarica.org/
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5. Authorization of Property owners, notarized and dated September 7th, 2021, signed by 

David R. Schoerner and DMS Columbia Dr, LLC d/b/a Schoerner Enterprises, Joint 

Venture; 

 

6. Applicant Written Statement, by an unknown preparer, dated September 13th, 2021 (2 

Pages); 

 

7. Document entitled “Pinegrove Communities: Typical Townhome Product” including 

elevations, undated, by an unknown preparer (9 pages). 

 

8. Document entitled “Design Development” including photos of conceptual 

architecture for Commercial Development, undated, by an unknown preparer (3 

pages). 

 

 

A. Existing Conditions 

 

The subject properties are located west of Mirror Lake Boulevard. For the purposes of this 

review, 384 Mirror Lake Boulevard will be referred to as “Parcel A”, V05 0180062 will be 

referred to as “Parcel B” and V05 0180085 will be referred to as “Parcel C”. 

 

All three parcels have direct access and frontage along Mirror Lake Parkway. Parcel A has 

approximately 342.83’ of frontage, Parcel B has approximately 325.48’ of frontage and Parcel C 

has approximately 1,120.77’ of frontage along Mirror Lake Boulevard. Parcel A is currently zoned 

Single-Family Agricultural (AG) and features a single-family home. Parcels B and C are zoned 

Industrial Medium-Density (I2) while Parcel B and Parcel C are undeveloped. 

 

The subject properties are adjacent to residential uses in the existing Stonehenge subdivision to 

the north, and the Spyglass Hill section of Mirror Lake subdivision to the east across Mirror Lake 

Boulevard, both of which are in the city limits. Parcel C also borders an industrial area to the south 

along Conners Road and Grady Knight Industrial Court as well as the Mirror Lake Shopping 

Center across Mirror Lake Boulevard to the east. Directly west of Parcel A is a single-residential 

house, and west of Parcel B is the city’s lift station along Anderson Road, along with a parcel 

approved in 2020 for 192 residential apartment units by Arbour Communities (Arbour Valley). 

Parcel C borders Cleghorn Street Park and to the west. 

 

The Town Branch stream borders the rear (western) boundaries of Parcels B and C. No streams 

are present on Parcel A. No easements have been identified on the site plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

Surrounding Properties:  
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Figure 1: Carroll County GIS image of the site, with the property boundaries approximated. 

 

 

 

B. Site History  

TABLE 1 – ADJACENT ZONING AND LAND USE CHARACTER AREAS 

Current Zoning Land Use Character Area 

North 

Parcel A: Single-Family Suburban (R1) 

Parcel B:  Single-Family Agricultural (AG) 

Parcel C: Industrial Medium-Density (I2) 

Parcel A: Suburban Neighborhood 

Parcel B & C: Urban Village 

East     

Parcels A & B: Planned Unit Development 

Parcel C: Planned Unit Development & 

Commercial Medium-Density (C2) 

Parcels A & B: Suburban 

Neighborhood 

Parcel C: Suburban Neighborhood & 

Commercial Activity Area 

South Industrial Medium Density (I2) Urban Village  

West    

Parcel A: Single-Family Agricultural (AG) 

Parcels B & C: Multifamily Medium-

Density (MF2) 

Parcels A & B: Urban Village 

Parcel C: Urban Village & 

Conservation / Open Space 
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Parcel A was developed with a single-family home in 1993 and is a part of Stonehenge subdivision. The 

entirety of Parcels B and C are vacant and have been vacant throughout their existence. The Unified 

Development Code (UDC) zoned Parcel A as Multi-Family (R14) and Parcels B and C as 

General Industrial (GI). Parcel A was rezoned in 2020 during the citywide rezoning from R14 to 

Single-Family Agricultural (AG), whereas Parcels B and C were rezoned from GI to Industrial 

Medium-Density (I2). 

 

The department does not have any records related to land use applications pertaining to these 

parcels. 
 

 

C. Proposed Development 

 

The applicant is under contract for the parcels in question with the intent to construct 255 

townhome units, 208 multi-family units and an 18.9-acre commercial shopping center within the 

confounds of the area as described in Section A. The applicant has proposed to rezone Parcel A 

from AG to Single-Family Attached (SFA) and Commercial Medium-Density (C2); and rezone 

Parcels B and C from I2 to SFA, C2 and MF2. Approximately 9.8 acres of the proposed 

development is proposed to be zoned MF2, and 32.98 acres is proposed to be rezoned SFA. 

 

Of the commercial space proposed, a 60,000 sq. ft. grocer, 5,000 sq. ft. of retail space, and 10,000 

sq. ft. of restaurant space is proposed within the anchor and shops parcel. Five outparcels are also 

shown on the plan that would be in addition to the above figures. 

 

The townhomes are proposed to be 50’ x 20’ units with a 7.7 units per acre density. The applicant’s 

site plan indicates at least two amenities will be installed (clubhouse and pool). The applicant has 

also submitted sample elevation drawings that indicate multiple townhome sizes ranging from 22’ 

x 55’ to a 30’ wide unit. 

 

The multi-family housing is proposed to be 21.2 units per acre with three (3) stories. The average 

square footage per unit is proposed to be 900, and at least 8,950 square feet will be dedicated to 

amenity space. The applicant has proposed at least one amenity on the site plan, which would 

consist of a fitness club. Each unit will have two (2) parking spaces. 

 

A new boulevard connecting from Shoreline Parkway to Cleghorn Street and points beyond is a 

central feature of the development. The applicant has indicated that the project will commence in 

late 2022 and will be completed in 2023 upon approval. 

 

See Table 2 below for yard and bulk requirements in the C2, MF2 and SFA Zones: 

 

 

 

TABLE 2 - BULK REQUIREMENTS – C2 COMMERCIAL MEDIUM-DENSITY ZONE 
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The development is proposed to have city sewer and water. All right-of-ways are required to be at 

least 50’ in width. 

 

 

 Required Proposed Conforming (C) or 
Nonconforming (NC) 

Minimum Lot Area (ac) 2.5 18.9   C 

Minimum Lot Width (ft) 150 Unknown   Unknown 

Minimum Front Yard Setback (ft) 25 (Mirror Lake Connector) 
45 (Mirror Lake Boulevard) 

Unknown 
Unknown 

Minimum Rear Yard Setback (ft) 45 Unknown Unknown 

Minimum Side Yard Setback (ft) 30 Unknown Unknown 
Maximum Building Coverage (%) 50 Unknown Unknown 
Maximum Building Height (ft) 60 Unknown Unknown 

Maximum Impervious Coverage (%) 80 Unknown Unknown 

TABLE 2 - BULK REQUIREMENTS – MF2 MULTIFAMILY MEDIUM-DENSITY ZONE 

 Required Proposed Conforming (C) or 
Nonconforming (NC) 

Minimum Lot Area (ac) 5 9.8   C 

Minimum Lot Width (ft) 150 Unknown   Unknown 

Minimum Front Yard Setback (ft) 25 (Mirror Lake Connector) 
45 (Mirror Lake Boulevard) 

Unknown 
Unknown 

Minimum Rear Yard Setback (ft) 40 Unknown Unknown 

Minimum Side Yard Setback (ft) 40 Unknown Unknown 
Maximum Building Coverage (%) 75 Unknown Unknown 
Maximum Building Height (ft) 65 Unknown Unknown 

Maximum Impervious Coverage (%) 75 Unknown Unknown 

Minimum Heated Square Feet (sf) 950 900 NC 

TABLE 2 - BULK REQUIREMENTS – SFA SINGLE-FAMILY ATTACHED ZONE 

 Required Proposed Conforming (C) or 
Nonconforming (NC) 

Minimum Lot Area (ac) 1 32.98   C 

Minimum Lot Width (ft) 100 Unknown   Unknown 

Minimum Front Yard Setback (ft) 25 (Mirror Lake Connector) 
45 (Mirror Lake Boulevard) 

Unknown 
Unknown 

Minimum Rear Yard Setback (ft) 40 Unknown Unknown 

Minimum Side Yard Setback (ft) 40 Unknown Unknown 
Maximum Building Coverage (%) 40 Unknown Unknown 

Maximum Building Height (ft) 45 Unknown Unknown 

Maximum Impervious Coverage (%) 50 Unknown Unknown 

Minimum Heated Square Feet (sf) 1,040 1,000 NC 
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Design Standards 

The city has design standards for all multifamily and single-family attached units, as well as for 

commercial buildings in Section 9.03 and Section 9.04, respectively, of the Zoning Ordinance to 

which the applicant must comply at the time of architectural review.  

 

Amenities/Open Space 

The applicant has indicated at least two amenities for the townhomes and one amenity for the 

multi-family development. A total of three (3) amenities are required for the multi-family units 

and an additional three (3) amenities are required for the townhomes. The applicant will need to 

address the amenity requirements prior to approval of the Final Plat. The applicant has not 

indicated how much open space will be within the development. The ordinance requires a 

minimum of 5% open space for the commercial parcel, 12% for the townhome parcel and 15% for 

the multi-family parcel. The ordinance specifies what is considered non-qualifying open space and 

qualifying open space as specified below: 

 

TABLE 8 – QUALIFYING AND NON-QUALIFYING OPEN SPACE 

Non-Qualifying Open Space Qualifying Open Space 

Required Private Yards Conservation areas and wetlands 

preserved as conservation areas. 

Street rights-of-way, open parking area 

and driveways for dwellings 

Floodplains 

Land covered by buildings Woodlands 

Required detention and retention ponds 

that are not visually or physically 

accessible. 

Riparian Corridors 

The floodway of any stream, regulated 

drain, river or other water body 

accessible. 

Retention and detention facilities 

with the following characteristics: 

1. Perimeter access. An 

easement of at least fifteen 

(15) feet from the top of 

bank with a minimum five 

(5) feet wide path of a 

material that meets the 

requirements of the ADA. 

2. Access. An area of open 

space at least twenty (20) 

feet wide shall extend from 

a street right-of-way to the 

fifteen (15) foot perimeter 

access area of the detention 

area. 

3. Planting. Native plant 

material is encouraged 
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around the perimeter of 

retention ponds. 

Any area with slopes exceeding a twenty-

five percent (25%) grade. 

Development amenity areas 

containing semi-public areas such 

as: 

1. Plazas with seating and 

special features such as 

public art or fountains. 

2. Pocket parks with seating 

and landscaping. 

3. Decorative water features; 

and lakes. 

Any wetlands on the development site, 

unless preserved as a conservation area. 

 

 

The city’s ordinance permits for the following mix of amenities at the discretion of the developer 

for all SFA zoned properties, and approval of the City Council: 

 Swimming pool sized to comply with NRPA standards. 

 Golf course. 

 Resident clubhouse. 

 Two tot lots with a minimum size of five-hundred (500) square feet per lot 

 Basketball, volleyball, or other sport court. 

 Two picnic areas, with a minimum size of five-hundred (500) square feet per area, and 

including a minimum of two picnic tables and one (1) barbeque grill/pit per area. 

 Other amenity approved by the City Council. 

 

The city ordinance permits the following mix of amenities for MF2 zoned properties: 

 Swimming pool; 

 Golf course or Putting green; 

 Resident clubhouse; 

 Pet park, minimum of two-thousand 

 (2,000) square feet; 

 Community center (meeting room, 

assembly hall, etc.); 

 Community garden with raised beds; 

 Rooftop terrace; 

 Library/study 

o Computer resource 

center/internet café 

o Learning center/childcare 

 Koi pond/water gardens; 

 Nature trails Fitness center and/or 

 recreation building; 

 Pocket parks Basketball, volleyball, or 

other sport court; 

 Other amenity approved by city. Two 

tot lots with a minimum size of five-

hundred (500) square feet per lot; 

 Two picnic areas, with a minimum size 

of five-hundred (500) square feet per 

area, and including a minimum of two 

picnic tables and one (1) grill/pit per 

area; 
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Offsite Improvements 

Several off-site improvements are proposed along Mirror Lake Boulevard. The developer proposes 

acceleration and deceleration lanes along with sidewalks on Mirror Lake Boulevard and the 

proposed Mirror Lake Connector. No other off-site improvements are indicated on the plat. The 

developer also proposes two stormwater management area onsite. A new access route (Mirror Lake 

Connector) from the downtown area is shown on the Site Plan with associated improvements, 

including a traffic circle and realignment. 

 

 Density 

The applicant has proposed a gross density of 7.7 dwelling units per acre (du/acre) for the 

townhome section of the development and a density of 21.2 for the multifamily component based 

on the Site Plan submitted. As this development is located within the SFA and MF2 Zones, the 

maximum density permitted is 17.42 du/acre for the SFA Zone and 19.36 du/acre for the MF2 

zone. The development meets the required density in the SFA Zone, but will require a variance to 

increase the density in the MF2 Zone as proposed. 

 

Buffering/Screening/Tree Conservation: 

 A landscaping plan will be required to be submitted by the applicant at the time of Final Plat 

submittal. Section 7.05(7) of the zoning ordinance requires that a twenty (20) foot wide landscape 

area adjacent to the road or right-of-way be provided, and must be designated as “common area” 

or placed in a landscape easement. In addition, several shrubs and trees must be planted within this 

area. Trees are to be planted at a minimum rate of five (5) trees per one-hundred (100) linear feet 

of perimeter planting. Shrubs are to be provided at a minimum rate of ten (10) per one-hundred 

(100) linear feet of perimeter planting. Decorative perimeter fencing is also required within a 

common area adjacent to the right-of-way. 

  

Based on Table 7.7: Individual Residential Lot Landscape, the SFA Zoning District has a 

requirement that each townhome has a minimum of two trees each, and ten (10) shrubs. All yards 

must be sodded. 
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Additional landscape areas, such as surrounding retention ponds, street trees and other planting 

requirements will be enforced by the department as required, including the planting and buffering 

specified above. 

 

Flood Plain 

A stream (identified as Town Branch on FEMA maps) forms the western boundary of the project 

along the edges of Parcels B and C. Based on the Site Plan submitted, the applicant appears to 

abide by the state 25’ non-disturbance buffer, but has not indicated the extent of the city’s 50’ or 

75’ buffer on the plan. Figure 2, below, indicates the flood zone map for the property: 

 

Figure 2: National Flood Hazard Layer FIRM Map 13045C0158D 
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D. Rezoning Review Criteria 

 

 The Zoning Ordinance of the City of Villa Rica, Section 11.05(2)(b), requires the Planning & 

Zoning Commission and the legislative body to pay reasonable regard to the following when 

preparing and considering proposed amendments: 

 

i. The Comprehensive Plan;  

Villa Rica Future Land Use Map 

The Future Land Use Plan prescribes “Urban Village” as the future land use character area 

for the parcels.  The intent of the Urban Village Character Area is as follows: 

 

“Complement downtown area through establishing a development pattern characterized by 

a network of streets and paths suitable for both vehicles and pedestrians. Urban Village 

areas are characterized by moderate density residential development and neighborhoods. 

Urban Villages feature traditional neighborhood development with a focal point 

represented by neighborhood commercial development. This non-residential development 

is typically clustered around a prominent intersection in the neighborhood and can include 

neighborhood commercial services and retail options. Areas suitable for Urban Village 

development surround the downtown area and are an extension of compact, gridded 

development pattern of downtown. Typically, Community Crossroads are present, which 

provide an area suitable for small-scale commercial development (detached or attached 

structures) that serves the surrounding neighborhood, creating a “Village” character.” 

The character area has design principles that recommend “moderate to high density (Up to 

8 du/ac for single family development); Higher densities”. 

 

Primary Future Land Uses: 

• Detached single-family dwellings 

• Attached single family dwellings where compatible with adjacent character; Two-

family dwellings 

(duplex), and multi-family dwellings (apartments, townhouses, similar) 

• Clustered neighborhood commercial/Small-scale mixed use (restaurants, retail, 

single offices) 

• Civic benefit uses such as community centers, libraries, places of worship and 

schools 

• Parks, greenways, trails 

 

The Comprehensive Plan indicates the following zoning categories as appropriate zoning 

categories for the Urban Village Character Area. The UDC zoning categories and their 

corresponding 2020 zoning ordinance categories care indicated below: 
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The proposed development appears to meet the intents of the Urban Village Character Area 

in the Comprehensive Plan. 
 

ii. Current conditions and the character of current structures and uses in each district; 

Parcels B and C are vacant with no uses or structures. Parcel A features a single-family 

home constructed in 1993. The character of the I2 zone is typical of a larger industrial use, 

whereas an AG zoned zoned lot typically features single-family homes on larger lots or 

vacant land. The character of the MF2 zone is typical of a multifamily development typically 

consisting of apartments or condominiums. The C2 Zone typically features commercial and 

restaurant uses. The SFA Zone typically consists of townhomes. The uses to the north and 

east are single-family in nature and are located within existing neighborhoods. The area to 

the south is industrial in nature, whereas the area to the west is currently vacant and feature 

a city park and office. This area to the west is projected to complement the proposed 

development with higher density and apartment uses. That project (Arbour Valley) is 

expected to be cohesive with the proposed development. 

 

iii. The most desirable use for which the land in each district is adapted; 

The proposed development is a desirable use based on the Comprehensive Plan and overall 

character of the area. The current use of the properties as vacant (Parcels B and C) and a 

single-family home (Parcel A) are not the highest and best uses for the properties given the 

acreage and the density recommendations stated in the Comprehensive Plan, as well as the 

density and commercial capacity in the surrounding areas, street pattern and access to major 

roadways. 

 

iv. The conservation of property values throughout the jurisdiction; and 

Property values are expected to be increased by the new housing stock and commercial 

components, and would further reduce the number of vacant parcels in the city should the 

rezoning and development of the lot materialize. 
 
 

TABLE 3 - APPROPRIATE ZONING CATEGORIES – SUBURBAN VILLAGE 

UDC Zoning Categories 
Corresponding 2020 Zoning Ordinance 

Category 

Single Family (R20) Single-Family Suburban (R1) 

Single-Family Urban (R2) 

Multi-Family (R-14) Multi-Family Low-Density (MF1) 

Residential Townhome (RT) Single-Family Attached (SFA) 

Planned Development (PD) Planned Unit Development (PUD) 

Neighborhood Commercial (NC) Commercial Low-Density (C1) 

Office-Institutional Office Medical Institutional (OMI) 
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v. Responsible development and growth 
The rezoning would be in-kind with similar developments nearby as well as proposed 

developments. The eastern sections of the city, particularly within Douglas County, are 

experiencing rapid growth within and surrounding the Mirror Lake community. The 

commercial uses will primarily service this general area and there is a need for more 

commercial space nearby. The townhomes and apartments would add to the existing pool 

of proposed projects within the city that continues to expand our diversity of housing 

opportunities for all ages and incomes. The road network in the area provides access to I-

20 via Mirror Lake Boulevard and Downtown via the new Mirror Lake Connector. The 

connector will be designed for pedestrians, vehicles and golf carts. 
 

 

The State of Georgia has several rezoning standards for consideration by decision-making bodies, 

as indicated in O.C.G.A. 36-67-3 (2010): 

 

i. Whether the zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and 

development of adjacent and nearby property;  

 

The rezoning will permit a variety of commercial uses that are permitted within the C2 Zone 

along with townhomes and apartments that would supplement other multifamily pressures 

on the eastern side of the city. The only other apartment complex within this vicinity is 

Hawthorne at Mirror Lake, which is approximately a half mile from the intersection of 

Mirror Lake Boulevard and Conners Road. This proposal appears to address this lack of 

multi-family and townhome construction in this general area. 

ii. Whether the zoning proposal will adversely affect the existing use or usability of 

adjacent or nearby property; 

 

The use is not expected to affect the existing uses nearby or usability of any adjacent 

structures or lots. The use is consistent with the density of Arbour Valley to the west and 

would complement the downtown area and the Mirror Lake Boulevard area with new 

construction residential and expanded shopping opportunities. 

 

iii. Whether the property to be affected by the zoning proposal has a reasonable economic 

use as currently zoned;  

The property does have a reasonable economic use as currently zoned, however it is not the 

highest and best use of land given the acreage and Comprehensive Plan designations for 

appropriate zoning, which would allow for higher density and/or intensity. Because of the 

size and location of the parcel, along with development pressures along the Mirror Lake 

Boulevard corridor, the rezoning to SFA, C2 and MF2 would provide more economic 

activity and viability to the land and surrounding area. 

 

iv. Whether the zoning proposal will result in a use which will or could cause an excessive 

or burdensome use of existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities, or schools;  

No excessive usage of city infrastructure has been identified as expected from the rezoning 
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proposal by staff.  Potential traffic impacts along Mirror Lake Connector and Mirror Lake 

Boulevard must be studied and reviewed by the City Engineer as a part of final plat approval. 

 

v. If the local government has an adopted land use plan, whether the zoning proposal is 

in conformity with the policy and intent of the land use plan; and  

The rezoning is supported by the Comprehensive Plan. The Comprehensive plan prescribes 

Urban Village as the land use character areas, which recommend higher density within the 

areas between Downtown and Mirror Lake Boulevard. This is consistent with the requested 

zone change from AG and I2 to MF2, SFA and C2. 
 

vi. Whether there are other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and 

development of the property which give supporting grounds for either approval or 

disapproval of the zoning proposal. 

This area of the city is undergoing a transformation, which includes a new traffic circle at 

Dallas Highway and Punkintown Road; the resumption of large-scale residential single-

family detached housing in Mirror Lake, and the planning and engineering for the Mirror 

Lake Connector Road. These changing conditions warrant additional development that will 

capitalize off of these infrastructure improvements and make these projects viable. 

 

E. Comments 

 

1. The City Council shall require that a legal plan or contract for the perpetuation, 

maintenance and function of all the common area or other common property be established 

and furnished to the Council to be approved by the City Attorney prior to final approval. 

The legal plan or contract shall assure that all such common areas shall be provided for in 

a satisfactory manner without expense to the City. The documents shall be recorded in the 

County Recorder’s office by the applicant prior to occupancy of any building on the 

project. 

2. Where applicable, a homeowners’ or maintenance association shall be established for the 

purpose of permanently maintaining all open space and potential non-commercial 

recreational facilities. Such homeowner’s or maintenance association agreements, 

guaranteeing continuing maintenance, and giving lien to the City in the event of lack of 

such maintenance, shall be submitted to the City Council for approval prior to the issuance 

of any permits. 

3. A Landscape Plan, Open Space Plan and other details, as required, should be submitted to 

the City Engineer for review prior to Final Plat approval. 

4. The applicant’s proposal appears to indicate higher density for the apartments within the 

MF2 Zone than what the zone permits. The applicant should provide testimony on the 

density for the development. The developer will be required to apply for a variance or 

reduce the density prior to approval of the Final Site Plan and is NOT required at to be 

executed at this time. 

5. The average square footage of the townhome units and the multifamily units is under the 

amount required in the MF2 and SFA zones. The developer will be required to apply for a 
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variance or increase the size of the units prior to approval of the Final Site Plan and is NOT 

required at to be executed at this time. 

6. The elevation drawings submitted for the townhomes feature dimensions that are different 

than the dimensions indicated on the site plan. The applicant shall provide testimony on 

the dimensions of townhome units. 

 
 

Recommendation: 

 

Staff recommendation:  APPROVAL w/ Conditions 

 

Reasons: The requested zoning would permit uses that are consistent with the 

surrounding area and would provide further growth along the Mirror Lake 

Boulevard corridor. The proposal is the highest and best use for the land from a 

planning perspective. 

 

Conditions: 
1. Approval contingent upon the recording of the final survey identifying the 

proposed parcel boundaries. 

 

Public Notifications:  

As required by Section 11.05 in the Code of the City of Villa Rica, the public has been notified in 

Times-Georgian on September 30th, 2021; a sign has been posted on the subject properties; and all 

abutting property owners have received notification via regular and certified mail. 

 

 

Public Response: 

In response to the public notifications, one business owner has contacted the city to voice concern 

or support for the proposed actions. A letter and survey of his property has been included with the 

application materials. 

 

Should you have any questions concerning the above comments please do not hesitate to contact 

me. I reserve the right to make additional comments based upon further review or submission of 

revised plans or new information. 

Very truly yours, 
 

 

       ______________________________ 

Ronald Johnson 

Planning & Zoning Specialist 

 

cc:   Tom Barber, City Manager (via email) 

David Mecklin, Esq., City Attorney (via email) 

Bobby Elliott, P.E., Community Development Director/City Engineer (via email) 

Chris Montesinos, AICP (via email) 

mailto:jdirmann@maserconsulting.com
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Corresponding Maps: 

 

Villa Rica Zoning Map: 
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Villa Rica Future Land Use Map: 
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SUBJECT: Appeal of Decision by the Planning Commission for PLAT-04-21 – Parcel #: 

01720250035, 01720250003 & 01730250010;  

  

 AGENDA DATE:  October 26th, 2021 

 

DATE PREPARED:  October 15th, 2021 

  

PREPARED BY:  Ronald Johnson, Planning and Zoning Specialist 

 
FISCAL IMPACT:  N/A 

   

 PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED: Yes 

   

 

 
PURPOSE: LGI Homes - Georgia, LLC of Atlanta, GA has requested an appeal to a decision by the 

City of Villa Rica Planning Commission to deny a Preliminary Plat Application filed by the appellant. 

 

BACKGROUND:  The applicant submitted a Preliminary Plat application with all applicable 

requirements to the Community Development Director as per Section 11.03 Development Plan Review 

and Approval, which was subsequently denied by the Planning Commission on October 5, 2021. The 

appellant is requesting an appeal from the Planning Commission’s determination that the preliminary 

plat does not meet the city’s plat requirements. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends APPROVAL. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION: DENIAL OF PLAT (3-1) 

 

MOTION:   
 

I move to approve the appeal submitted by LGI Homes – Georgia, LLC and overturn the Planning 

Commission’s denial of the Preliminary Plat dated October 13, 2020 as presented and as attached 

herein. 
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Aaron McCullough, RLS  
Vice President 
HRC Engineers, Inc. 
6554 Church Street 
Douglasville, GA 30134 
 
RE:   CONNERS LANDING 
 TRAFFIC MEMORANDUM 
 
Dear Mr. McCullough, 
 
Columbia Engineering and Services (CES) has developed this Traffic Memorandum in accordance 
with state of the practice requirements related to the development of Conners Landing, located 
in the City of Villa Rica, GA.  The project is located along the south side of Conners Road to the 
east of Tyson Road. 
 
This Memo summarizes the project and provides information relative to its potential impacts to 
the surrounding roadway network, as summarized in the following paragraphs. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The project is proposed to consist of a 196 single family dwelling units.  The project is located on 
currently vacant property, and will intersect Conners Road directly across from existing Enclave 
Drive.  The proposed site plan is attached as Figure 1. 
 
Project access will be provided via a proposed roundabout located at the intersection of 
Conners Road and Enclave Drive.  The site driveway will form the 4th leg of this intersection, with 
Enclave Drive to the north and the site located to the south. 
 
ROADWAY NETWORK 
Conners Road is currently a rural 2-lane undivided roadway in the project vicinity.  A 2-lane 
roundabout is proposed at the project driveway, as shown on the site plan (Figure 1).  Modern 
roundabouts provide for safe travel and efficient access to each of the four legs of the 
intersection.  These designs eliminate conflicting turning movements, and are therefore a safe 
alternative to convention stop controlled intersections. 
 
TRIP GENERATION 
The amount of traffic to be potentially generated by the proposed site development was 
estimated utilizing rates obtained from the ITE Trip Generation Manual, 10th Edition.  The Trip 
Generation Manual serves as the nationally recognized resource to determine site generated 
trips. 
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For this analysis, Land Use Code 210, Single Family Dwelling Units, was utilized.  The results of 
the analysis are reported in Table 1. 
 

TABLE 1 
CONNERS LANDING TRIP GENERATION ESTIMATES 

 

 

Review of Table 1 indicates that the project is estimated to generate approximately 1850 total 
trips per day, with approximately 145 trips during the AM peak hour and 194 during the PM 
peak hour. 
 
ANALYSIS 
To develop an estimated project traffic distribution, existing GDOT count stations were 
reviewed.  The nearest count location is count station ID 097-0054 located on US 78 east of 
Andy Mountain Road.  Data from this location is provided as an appendix.  According to this 
data, the current directional factor for existing traffic in the project area is approximately 65%  
east, and 35% west during peak periods.  As this is representative of the directional split for 
project generated traffic, this will be used to assign project traffic. 
 
On a daily basis, the 65%/35% splits would yield approximately 1202 daily trips to the east of the 
project site, and 648 trips to the west of the project site. 
 
According to date utilized by the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA) for use in 
its transportation analyses, the daily capacity of a 2-lane rural roadway is approximately 
18,900 vehicles per day at Level of Service (LOS) C, which is a typical rural LOS expectation.  At 
this capacity value, the project worst case project traffic would represent an increase of 
approximately 6% (1202/18900), which is a minor impact.  Under GRTA guidelines, the project 
study area would be very limited, comprising only the project access. 
 
Under peak period conditions, especially with the addition of the roundabout, project traffic 
will represent an even lesser percentage of the total traffic present. 
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FIGURE 1 
CONNERS LANDING SITE PLAN 



Conners Landing Traffic Memorandum  Page | 4  
 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
Based upon the analysis developed for this Traffic Memorandum, project traffic should have a 
minimal impact on the adjacent roadways. 
 

Should you have any questions or comments on this list, please do not hesitate to reach out for 
further discussion.  I can be reached at (813) 382-5390 or mcrawford@columbia-
engineering.com.  
 
Sincerely, 
COLUMBIA ENGINEERING AND SERVICES, INC. 
 

 
 
Michael A. Crawford, PE 
Market Segment Leader 
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APPENDIX 
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SUBJECT:  Low Income Household Water Assistance Program Agreement 

 AGENDA DATE:  10-26-2021 
 
DATE PREPARED:  10-11-2021 

 PREPARED BY:  Jennifer Hallman 
 

 AMOUNT:  
 GL ACCOUNT #:   
 FUNDING SOURCE: American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) & Consolidated           

Appropriations Act (CAA) of 2021 
 BUDGETED ITEM?   
  
 
 
PURPOSE:       Authorize agreement between Villa Rica and the Georgia Department of Human 
Services, Division of Family and Children Services for the Low Income Household Water 
Assistance Program Agreement.  
 
 
BACKGROUND: Georgia received $37.1M to operate this program.  Approved households will 
receive a rate reduction payment of $300 or $500 based on the household’s income.  The bill must 
be current and dated no older than 30 days prior to the intake appointment.  The Community Action 
Agencies (Douglas – Tallatoona Community Action & Carroll – Community Action for 
Improvement) will determine a household’s eligibility and inform the applicant.  These entities will 
submit payments directly to Villa Rica. 
    
The funds will assist with: 

• Arrearages of disconnected households 
• Arrearages of households at risk of disconnection 
• Reconnection & late fees 
• Reduction of rate charges for current bills 

 
The funds will not assist with: 

• Household plumbing repairs 
• Arrearages or rate reduction payments to non-public water suppliers 
• Inactive/closed water account balances 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve agreement between Villa Rica and the Georgia 
Department of Human Services, Division of Family and Children Services. 
 



 
IMPACT:   
 
 
MOTION:  I move to authorize the agreement between Villa Rica and the Georgia Department of 
Human Services, Division of Family and Children Services for the Low Income Household Water 
Assistance Program. 
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AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN 

THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, DIVISION OF FAMILY 
AND CHILDREN SERVICES 

AND 
 

_____________________________________________________  
[Name of Home Water Supplier]  

FOR  

THE LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLD WATER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (LIHWAP) 

This Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into by and between the Georgia Department of 
Human Services, Division of Family and Children Services (“DHS-DFCS”) and 
__________________________________________ (“Home Water Supplier”), each individually a 
“Party” and collectively referred to as the “Parties” and shall be effective upon the date of last 
signature by the authorized representatives of the Parties ("Effective Date"). 

WHEREAS, DHS is the State agency that administers and sets parameters for a statewide system of 
programs and services that provide public assistance to the disadvantaged, disabled and elderly 
residents of the State of Georgia (the “State”) through a network of other agencies and organizations, 
pursuant to  O.C.G.A. § 49-2-1 et seq.; 

WHEREAS, Home Water Supplier refers to any private or public entity in the business of supplying 
water for human consumption and/or wastewater related services to customers through public water 
systems, such as pipelines. 
 
WHEREAS, DHS and Home Water Supplier are empowered to enter into this Agreement pursuant 
to 1983 Ga. Const. Art. IX, Sec. III, Para. I, as an intergovernmental agreement. 

WHEREAS, DHS and Home Water Supplier enter this Agreement for the provision of federal 
funds to cover and/or reduce arrearages, rates and fees associated with reconnection or preventions 
of disconnection of service, and rate reduction to assist low-income households with water and 
wastewater reconnection and ongoing services for households eligible for the Low-Income 
Household Water Assistance Program (“LIHWAP”). The term “arrearage” includes any past due 
balance on an account.   
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WHEREAS, DHS operates LIHWAP in accordance with Term Eleven in the Supplemental Terms 
and Conditions, incorporated in this Agreement as Attachment A, as set forth by the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services’ Administration for Children and Families, Office of 
Community Services. Federal funds awarded under this grant shall be used as part of an overall 
emergency effort to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the COVID-19 pandemic with the public 
health focus of ensuring that eligible low-income households have access to drinking water and 
wastewater services.  
 
WHEREAS, DHS and Home Water Supplier acknowledge that the services provided under this 
Agreement are governed by and  subject to the federal and state laws and regulations in accordance 
with LIHWAP and its Supplemental Terms and Conditions (Attachment A). 
 
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual agreements and covenants hereinafter set forth 
and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby 
acknowledged, the Parties agree as follows: 
 
1. PARTIES’ JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES 

     The Parties agree to: 
 

1.1. Maintain regular communication with each other, in all matters, as needed throughout 
the duration of the Agreement. 

 
1.2. Work in partnership with each other and with each Party’s authorized representatives 

and contractors in the provision of the services and such other goals as may be mutually agreed upon 
by the Parties. 

 
1.3. Provide information and documentation as reasonably necessary to meet the 

obligations of this Agreement. 
 
1.4. Cooperate in good faith with any audit or financial reviews conducted by the other 

Party or any other authorized entity regarding this Agreement. This includes maintaining and 
providing information descriptive of the services required under this Agreement necessary for the 
other Party to meet any reporting requirements imposed by State or federal law. 
 
2. HOME WATER SUPPLIER RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
Home Water Supplier agrees to: 

 
General:  
 

2.1. Provide DHS-DFCS a copy of the Employer Identification Number document, which 
was issued to the Home Water Supplier and which displays the number used by the IRS as the Home 
Water Supplier’s tax identification number. 

 
2.2. Provide DHS-DFCS with at least one designated contact person who shall be available 

to respond by telephone and electronic mail to all reasonable inquiries regarding LIHWAP household 
accounts, including but not limited to bills, payments, and services. 
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2.3. Notify DHS-DFCS immediately when the tax identification number is changed. A new 

W-9 form will be completed and returned to DHS-DFCS. 
 
2.4.  Notify DHS-DFCS within 10 days when the name of the company, ownership of the 

company, contact person, contact/billing information, services to be provided, or service coverage area 
changes. 
 

2.5.  For privately owned Water Companies: Notify DHS-DFCS if the Home Water 
Supplier owner or an employee of the Home Water Supplier is also employed by DHS-DFCS or a 
member of his/her immediate family is employed by the DHS-DFCS. (“Immediate family" means 
either a spouse or any other person who resides in the same household as the owner/employee and 
who is a dependent of the owner.) 

 
2.6.  For the purpose of monitoring compliance with this Agreement and LIHWAP program 

compliance, the Home Water Supplier agrees to allow representatives of the Community Action 
Agency and DHS-DFCS access to all account information for the LIHWAP recipients. 

 
2.7.  The provisions found at Section 5 of this Agreement are hereby incorporated.  
 

Financial Information/Billing: 
 
2.8. Provide drinking water and/or wastewater services to each eligible and approved 

residential household, for which payment is provided under this Agreement. 
 

2.9. Charge LIHWAP households using the Home Water Supplier’s normal billing process. 
 

2.10. Apply LIHWAP funds for currently open/active accounts, only, as follows: 
 
2.10.1. Do not apply LIHWAP funds to any closed/inactive accounts.  
 
2.10.2. If there is an arrearage on an open/active account, apply all LIHWAP funds to 

the arrearage on the account first. All remaining payment shall be applied to the customer’s 
current account balance, which may result in a credit on the account. If the water services have 
been disconnected, the Home Water Supplier agrees to restore water services within 10 
business days upon the receipt of the payment from LIHWAP. 

 
2.10.3. If there are no arrears on an open/active account, apply all LIHWAP funds  to 

the customer’s current account balance, which may result in a credit on the account.  
 

2.10.4. Charge all LIHWAP households the same rate for home drinking water and/or 
wastewater services that the Home Water Supplier bills to non-LIHWAP households. 

 
2.10.5. Do not apply LIHWAP payments to account balances that have previously 

been written off. 
 

2.10.6. Do not apply LIHWAP payments to commercial accounts. LIHWAP payments 
should only be applied to residential accounts. 
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2.10.7. Post all payments to customer accounts within 5 business days of receiving the 

payment. 
 
2.10.8. Clearly notate and distinguish on all LIHWAP household accounts, the 

LIHWAP funds that are applied to the account.  
 

2.10.9. After LIHWAP funds are applied to an account, include on the customer’s next 
billing statement information concerning all LIHWAP funds applied to the account. 

 
2.11. Continually maintain accurate records of LIHWAP credit balances and annually 

reconcile accounts. After one year, credit balances must be refunded to DHS-DFCS. 
 

2.12. Not exchange the household’s credit authorization for cash or give any cash equivalent 
for excess credit. 
 

2.13. Cooperate with any Federal, State, or local investigation, audit, or program review. 
Allow DHS-DFCS representatives access to all books and records relating to LIHWAP households 
for the purpose of compliance verification with this Agreement. 

 
2.14. Understand that failure to cooperate with any Federal, State, or local investigation, 

audit, or program review may result in the immediate disqualification from participation in the 
LIHWAP. 
 

2.15. Take corrective action in the timeframe specified by the DHS-DFCS if violations of 
this Agreement are discovered. Corrective action may include, but is not limited to, providing detailed 
documentation of changes made and detailed plans for future changes that will bring the Home Water 
Supplier into compliance. 
 

2.16. Understand that failure to implement corrective actions may result in the immediate 
disqualification from participation in the LIHWAP. 
 
Data Collection: 

 
2.17. DHS-DFCS requires the Home Water Supplier to maintain data regarding 

performance measures, which includes but may not be limited to: 
 

2.17.1. Written information to DHS-DFCS on an eligible household’s home  
drinking water and/or wastewater costs, bill payment history, and/or arrearage history for no 
more than the previous 12 monthly billing periods even when it may be from a prior occupant 
household. If the eligible household has been a customer for less than 12 months, the Home 
Energy Supplier will provide LIHEAP with the requested data and include the number of 
months that the data supports. 

 
2.17.2. The itemized amount, cost, and type of water assistance and services  

provided for  eligible households approved for assistance under this award. 
 

2.17.3. The type of water assistance used by the eligible household, i.e., drinking  
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water, wastewater etc. 
 

2.17.4. The impact of the LIHWAP benefit on the LIHWAP household (e.g.,  
amount of assistance to each household, and whether assistance restored water service or 
prevented shutoff). 
 
2.18. The performance measures data must be provided at no cost to DHS-DFCS nor the 

account holder and provided to DHS-DFCS within a timeframe specified by DHS-DFCS. 
Additionally, the performance measures data must be provided in the format requested by DHS-DFCS 
(or an authorized agent for the DHS-DFCS) for the purposes of verification, research, evaluation, 
analysis, and reporting. Prior to requesting performance measures data, DHS-DFCS will obtain 
authorization for release of information from the LIHWAP applicant.  

 
3. DHS-DFCS RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

DHS-DFCS agrees to: 
 

3.1. DHS-DFCS will evaluate the relationship to determine if there is a conflict of interest 
that will preclude  the Home Water Supplier from providing LIHWAP services to a designated 
locality(s). (Conflict of Interest is defined as a situation that has the potential to undermine the 
impartiality of a person in an official position because of the possibility of a clash between the person’s 
self-interest and professional interest or public interest.) 
 

3.2. Not serve as the Home Water Supplier for a household in which s/he is a current recipient 
of assistance from the LIHWAP. (For these purposes, current will be defined as during the present 
federal fiscal year. Applies to privately owned Water Companies). 

 
3.3. Not serve as the Home Water Supplier for a dwelling/property that s/he owns. (Applies 

to privately owned Water Companies). 
 
 
4. TERM 
 4.1. This Agreement shall begin on the Effective Date and shall continue until September 
30, 2022 (“Initial Term”), unless terminated earlier pursuant to Section 7, Termination; provided, 
however, that termination or expiration of this Agreement shall not affect any obligations, 
representations, or warranties, which by their nature survive termination or expiration. Thereafter, 
this Agreement may be renewed by the Parties for an additional term,  which shall begin on October 
1 and end at midnight on September 30, of the following year (“Renewal Option”) as follows: 

  Initial Term:   Effective Date – September 30, 2022 

   Renewal Option:  October 1, 2022 – September 30, 2023 
   
 4.2. The terms and conditions in effect at the time of the renewal shall apply to each 
renewal term. DHS-DFCS shall send Home Water Supplier written notice memorializing the Parties’ 
intent to exercise a renewal option under this Agreement. Renewal is not automatic.  
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5. PAYMENT 
 5.1.  All funds for payment made pursuant to this Agreement will be paid directly to the 
Home Water Supplier by a DHS-DFCS contracted Community Action Agency, as outlined in this 
Agreement. “Responsibilities of the Community Action Agency” are detailed in Attachment B of 
this Agreement.  

 5.2.  If a Community Action Agency notifies the Home Water Supplier that a payment is a 
duplicate or was sent in error, the refund check must be made payable to the Community Action 
Agency within 10 business days of notification.  The Home Water Supplier shall refund only the 
portion of the payment that was a duplicate or the portion of the payment that was sent in error. Do 
not return the entire check.  

5.3. If the Home Water Supplier receives notification that a LIHWAP payment has not 
posted to the correct account, the Home Water Supplier must credit the LIHWAP payment to the 
correct account within 5 business days. 

 
6. RELATIONSHIP OF THE PARTIES  

 6.1. Neither Party is an agent, employee, assignee or servant of the other. It is expressly 
agreed that this Agreement is not to be construed as creating a partnership, joint venture, master-
servant, principal-agent, or other relationship for any purpose whatsoever. Furthermore, neither Party 
is authorized to or has the power to obligate or bind the other by contract, agreement, warranty, 
representation or otherwise in any manner whatsoever.  
 
7. TERMINATION   
 7.1. This Agreement may be cancelled or terminated, in whole or in part: 

  7.1.1. For convenience of either Party upon delivery of thirty (30) calendar days’ 
written notice of intent to do so, signed by a duly authorized representative of either Party; 

   7.1.2. By operation of law or act of the General Assembly, so as to render the 
fulfillment of the Agreement infeasible; and 

 7.1.3. In the event sufficient appropriated, otherwise obligated funds no longer exist 
for the payment of a Party’s obligations hereunder. 
 

 7.2. In the event of termination of this Agreement for any reason, the Parties shall remain 
liable for only those amounts, if any, incurred up to and including the termination date, subject to 
appropriations and the payment terms of this Agreement.  If the Parties fail to agree in whole or in 
parts as to the amounts with respect to monies to be paid in connection with the total or partial 
termination, Section 13, Dispute Resolution, shall govern. 
 
8.  DEFAULT 
 
 8.1. If there is an event of default, the non-defaulting Party shall provide written notice 
thereof requesting that the breach or noncompliance be remedied within the time period specified in 
the notice.  If the breach or noncompliance is not remedied by such date, the non-defaulting Party 
may immediately terminate this Agreement, in whole or in part, without additional written notice. 
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9.  LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 
9.1. No civil action may be brought under this Agreement by one Party against the other 

Party. 

9.2. DHS-DFCS shall not be held liable for claims arising solely from the acts, omissions 
or negligence of Home Water Supplier. Home Water Supplier shall not be held liable for claims 
arising solely from the acts, omissions or negligence of DHS-DFCS. 

10. CONFIDENTIALITY AND PERSONAL HEALTH INFORMATION 
 

10.1. All Parties herein shall abide by all state and federal laws, rules and regulations, and 
DHS policy on respecting confidentiality of an individual’s records. The Parties herein further agree 
not to divulge any information concerning any individual to any unauthorized person without the 
written consent of the individual employee, consumer/client/customer, or responsible parent or 
guardian. 

 
10.2. Pursuant to 45 C.F.R § 160.103, the Parties agree that DHS-DFCS is a "covered entity" 

as defined by the federal Standards for Privacy of Individually Identifiable Health Information.  DHS-
DFCS from time to time may disclose "protected health information" ("PHI") to carry out the 
functions of this Agreement.  These disclosures relate to PHI created or acquired by DHS-DFCS in 
connection with programs it administers. 

 
10.3. PHI disclosed pursuant to this Agreement is confidential information and will be 

subject to appropriate safeguards while in DHS-DFCS possession.  PHI will not be re-disclosed by 
DHS-DFCS or its employees without the written consent of the individual to whom the PHI relates 
or that individual's authorized representative, except as may be required by compulsory legal process.  
PHI will be retained by DHS-DFCS as required by law and, as appropriate, will be destroyed only in 
accordance with approved records retention schedules. 

 
10.4. DHS-DFCS is required by the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 

1996, Public Law 104-191 (hereinafter referred to as ‘HIPAA’), to obtain satisfactory assurances that 
its Business Associates will provide appropriate safeguards to ensure the security, confidentiality and 
integrity of PHI that a Business Associate may receive or create on behalf of DHS-DFCS pursuant to 
this Agreement, and to document those assurances by entering into a Business Associate Agreement 
with certain entities that provide activities and/or services involving the use of PHI. 

 
10.5. The Home Water Supplier who utilizes, accesses, or stores personally identifiable 

information as part of the performance of this Agreement are required to safeguard this information 
and immediately notify DHS-DFCS of any breach or suspected breach in the security of such 
information. The Home Water Supplier shall allow DHS-DFCS to both participate in the investigation 
of incidents and exercise control over decisions regarding external reporting. 

 
11. NOTICE 
 

11.1. All notices, requests, or other communications (excluding invoices) under this 
Agreement shall be in writing and either transmitted via overnight courier, electronic mail, hand 
deliver or certified or registered mail, postage prepaid and return receipt requested to the Parties at 
the following addresses. Notices will be deemed to have been given when received. 
 



Low Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP) 
DHS-DFCS and Home Water Supplier 

 
 
 
 

DHS-DFCS: 
 
  Project Leader 

Cynthia Bryant, MPH 
LIHEAP/CSBG/LIHWAP Unit Manager 
2 Peachtree Street 
Suite 21-253 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
(404) 463-1679  
Cynthia.Bryant@dhs.ga.gov 

 
Contracts Administrator 
Contracts Manager 
Office of Procurement, Contracts and Vendor Management 
2 Peachtree Street, NW 
Suite 27-214 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
(404) 656-4861 
(770) 359-3276 (fax) 
 

 
Home Water Supplier 

  
Refer to Attachment C for the Home Water Supplier’s contact information.   
 

 
 11.2. In the event a Party decides to identify a new or additional point-of-contact, said Party 
shall send written notification to the other Party identifying, the name, title, and address of the new 
point-of-contact. Identification of a new point-of-contact is not considered an amendment to this 
Agreement. 
 
12. AMENDMENTS IN WRITING 

 12.1. The Parties recognize and agree that it may be necessary or convenient for the Parties 
to amend this Agreement so as to provide for the orderly implementation of all of the undertakings 
described herein, and the Parties agree to cooperate fully in connection with such amendments if and 
as necessary. However, no amendment, modification or alteration of this Agreement will be valid or 
effective unless such modification is made in writing and signed by both Parties and affixed to this 
Agreement as an amendment. Except for the specific provisions of the Agreement which are amended, 
the Agreement remains in full force and effect after such amendment. 

13. COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAWS 
 
 13.1. The Parties agree to comply and abide by all federal and state laws, rules, statutes, case 
law, precedent, policies, or procedures that may govern the Agreement, or any of the Parties' 
responsibilities. To the extent that applicable federal and state laws, rules, regulations, statutes, case 
law, precedent, policies, or procedures - either those in effect at the time of the execution of this 
Agreement, or those which become effective or are amended during the life of the Agreement - require 
a Party to take action or inaction, any costs, expenses, or fees associated with that action or inaction 
shall be borne and paid by said Party. 
 



Low Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP) 
DHS-DFCS and Home Water Supplier 

 
 
 
 

14. ASSIGNMENT 
 

14.1. No Party may assign this Agreement, in whole or in part, without prior written consent 
of the other Party, and any attempted assignment not in accordance herewith shall be null and void 
and of no force or effect. If requested by DHS-DFCS, the Home Water Supplier shall furnish DHS-
DFCS the names, qualifications, and experience of their proposed subcontractors. The Home Water 
Supplier shall, however, remain fully liable and responsible for the work to be done by its 
subcontractor(s) and shall assure compliance with all requirements of the Agreement. 
 
15. DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
 

15.1. The Parties shall cooperate with each other in good faith and agree to amicably settle 
any differences expediently through negotiations. Outstanding issues shall be resolved between 
departmental unit management as appropriate. If no resolution can be reached at the appropriate unit 
level, the issue will be escalated to upper/ senior management for resolution. If no resolution can be 
reached at the upper/senior management level, the issue will be escalated to the commissioner level 
for resolution. 
 
16. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
 
 16.1. Audits. The Parties may audit the performance of this Agreement following reasonable 
notice to the other.  The Parties agree to cooperate with such audit and to furnish any and all records 
and information reasonable requested by the other.  
 
 16.2. Boycott of Israel. Home Water Supplier certifies that Contractor is not currently 
engaged in and agrees for the duration of this Contract not to engage in, a boycott of Israel, as defined 
in O.C.G.A. § 50-5-85. 
 

16.3. Governing Law. This Contract and the rights and obligations of the Parties hereto 
shall be governed, construed, and interpreted according to the laws of the State of Georgia.  
 
 16.4. Legislation.  Each Party shall promptly notify the other Party of proposed legislation 
which may affect the subject matter of this Agreement. 
 
 16.5. Parties Bound.  This Agreement is binding upon all employees, agents and third-party 
vendors of Home Water Supplier and DHS-DFCS and will bind the respective heirs, executors, 
administrators, legal representatives, successors and assigns of each Party. 
 
17. WAIVER AND SEVERABILITY 
 

17.1. No failure or delay in exercising or enforcing any right or remedy hereunder by a Party 
shall constitute a waiver of any other right or remedy, or future exercise thereof.  If any provision of 
this Agreement is determined to be invalid under any applicable statute or rule of law, it is to that 
extent deemed to be omitted, and the balance of the Agreement shall remain enforceable. 
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18. COUNTERPARTS/ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES 
 
18.1. This Contract may be executed in several counterparts, each of which shall be an 

original, and all of which shall constitute one and the same instrument. Any signature below that is 
transmitted by facsimile or other electronic means shall be binding and effective as the original. 
 
19. ENTIRE AGREEMENT 
 

19.1. This Agreement together with attachments or exhibits, which are incorporated by 
reference, constitutes the complete agreement and understanding between the Parties with respect to 
the subject matter and supersedes any and all other prior and contemporaneous agreements and 
understandings between the Parties, whether oral or written. 
 
20. NONDISCRIMINATION 
 

20.1. The Home Water Supplier shall not discriminate against any household because of 
race, religion, color, sex, national origin, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or any other basis prohibited by state law relating to discrimination. Additionally, the Home 
Water Supplier shall not discriminate against a LIHWAP eligible household with respect to terms, 
deferred payment plans, credit, conditions of sale, or discounts offered to other customers. 
 
21. FRAUD 
 

21.1. The Home Water Supplier will be permanently disqualified from participating in the 
LIHWAP upon the first finding of LIHWAP fraud. Fraud includes, but is not limited to, intentionally 
providing false information to DHS-DFCS or knowingly allowing others to do so; intentional failure 
to notify the DHS-DFCS of a change in circumstances that affects payments received by the Home 
Water Supplier; intentionally accepting payments that the Home Water Supplier knows, or by 
reasonable diligence would know, the Home Water Supplier is not entitled to by virtue of an 
overpayment or otherwise; or intentionally making a claim for a payment to which the Home Water 
Supplier is not entitled pursuant to the terms of this Agreement and all applicable rules, regulations, 
laws and statutes. Repayment must be made unless contrary to a court order. 
 

21.2. For overpayments received by the Home Water Supplier that are not the result of intent 
to defraud, the Home Water Supplier shall be required to repay the full amount to the Community 
Action Agency. 
   

(SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE) 
 

[THIS SPACE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 
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SIGNATURE PAGE 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties agree to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and the 
undersigned duly authorized officers or agents of each Party have hereunto affixed their signatures 
on the day and year indicated below. 
 
 
 
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, DIVISION OF FAMILY AND 
CHILDREN SERVICES 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ _________________ 
Chris Hempfling, Deputy Division Director & 
General Counsel, DFCS  

Date 

  
 
 

 
___________________________________________________________  
[Name of Home Water Supplier] 
 
  

  
  
_____________________________________ _________________ 
[Name of signatory], [Title] Date 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL TERMS and CONDITIONS 
 

The General Terms and Conditions apply to all mandatory grant programs. These Supplemental Terms and 
Conditions are additional requirements applicable to the program named below. 
 
By acceptance of awards for this program, the grantee agrees to comply with the requirements included in both the 
General and Supplemental Terms and Conditions for this program. 
 

Office of Community Services (OCS) 
 

LOW INCOME HOUSEHOLD WATER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (LIHWAP) 
Assistance Listing No. 93.568(B) (with modifications based on P.L. 116-260) 

 

 APPLICABLE LEGISLATION, STATUTE, REGULATIONS  
 

1. The administration of this program is authorized under Section 533 Title V of Division H of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, Public Law No: 116-260. Consistent with legislative 
instructions, program requirements use existing processes, procedures, and policies currently in place to 
provide assistance to low-income households. In particular, OCS has closely modeled the Low Income 
Household Water Assistance Program’s (LIHWAP) terms and conditions on assurances and requirements 
outlined in the Low Income Household Energy Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 8621 et seq. 

 
2. The Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for HHS Awards 

is located under 45 CFR Part 75. In accordance with 45 CFR 75.101 applicability, this program must 
comply with 45 CFR Part 75 in its entirety. No exceptions have been identified. 

 
3. Additional applicable regulations and requirements can be found in the General Terms and Conditions 

for Mandatory: Formula, Block and Entitlement Grants. 
 
 COST SHARING OR MATCHING (NON-FEDERAL SHARE) OF PROGRAM FUNDING  
 

4. The federal financial participation rate (FFP) is 100 percent for this program. The federal award 
provides funds for 100 percent of allowable, legitimate program costs. 

 
5. There is no non-federal cost share/matching required for this program. Program funds for this program 

are awarded with a 100 percent FFP rate for program costs. 
 
 FINANCIAL REPORTING AND REQUIREMENTS  
 

6. The OMB approved Financial Reporting form for this program is the SF-425 Federal Financial Report 
SF-425 Federal Financial Report. Grantees must track and report on LIHWAP funds separately from 
appropriated LIHEAP funds. 

 
Effective April 19, 2021 Page 1 of 6 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=df3c54728d090168d3b2e780a6f6ca7c&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&n=pt45.1.75&r=PART
https://www.hhs.gov/guidance/document/office-community-services-mandatory-grant-programs
https://www.hhs.gov/guidance/document/office-community-services-mandatory-grant-programs
https://www.gsa.gov/forms-library/federal-financial-report
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a. This report is submitted annually and must be submitted no later than December 30, which is 90 
days following the end of each federal fiscal year (FFY). 

b. A first interim report is due 90 days following the end of FFY 2021. 
c. A second interim report interim report is due 90 days following the end of FFY 2022. 
d. A final report (cumulative, covering the entire project period) is due 3 months following the end of 

FFY 2023. 
 

7. Project Period. The project period for this award is synonymous with the obligation period, as follows: 
from the date of the award through the end of FFY 2023 (September 30, 2023). Any federal funds not 
obligated by the end of the obligation period will be recouped by this Department. 

 
8. Liquidation Deadline. All obligated federal funds awarded under this grant must be liquidated no later than 

3 months after the end of the project period (i.e., December 31, 2023). Any funds from this award not 
liquidated by this date will be recouped by this Department. 

 
9. The following are the grant/fiscal requirements based on modifications of existing LIHEAP policies and 

requirements: 
 

a. The grantees may use up to 15 percent of grant funds for planning and administering the funds 
under this award. The grantee will pay from non-federal sources the remaining costs of planning 
and administering the program under this award and will not use federal funds for such remaining 
cost. Administrative costs of the owners or operators of public water systems or treatment works 
that may be charged to this award, if any, are subject to this limitation and must be included 
together with the grantee’s costs of planning and administration when calculating compliance. 

 
b. The grantee will ensure that fiscal control and fund accounting procedures will be established as 

may be necessary to assure the proper disbursal of and accounting for federal funds paid to the 
state under this award, including procedures for monitoring the assistance provided under this 
award, and provide that the grantee will comply with the provisions of chapter 75 of title 31, 
United States Code (commonly known as the "Single Audit Act"). 

 

c. The grantee may expend funds for immediate expenses necessary for planning and administering 
the use of funds upon receipt of the award. However, prior to the expenditure of grant funds for 
any payments to owners or operators of public water systems or treatment works on behalf of low- 
income households, the grantee must submit an implementation plan for OCS review and 
acceptance in a format provided by OCS that will (a) include the eligibility requirements to be 
used by the state for each type of assistance to be provided under this grant, (2) describe the 
benefit levels to be used by the state, territory, or tribe for LIHWAP assistance, (3) describe any 
steps that will be taken to target assistance to households with high home water burdens, and (4) 
provide a plan of administration including a plan of oversight and monitoring of any subrecipient 
organizations comparable to the processes and procedures for comparable grant programs. Not 
later than May 30, 2021, OCS will make available a Model State and Tribal Implementation Plan 
format to be used in developing and submitting the implementation plan for review. 

 
 

 

10. Grantees must track and report on LIHWAP program activities under this award separately from LIHEAP. 
The grantee must report annually on the following data elements, using an OMB-approved reporting format 
to be provided by OCS: 

a. the amount, cost, and type of water assistance provided for households eligible for assistance 
under this award; 

b. the type of water assistance used by various income groups; 

PROGRAM REPORTING AND REQUIREMENTS 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/98th-congress/senate-bill/1510
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c. the number and income levels of households assisted by this award; 
d. the number of households that received such assistance and include one or more individuals who 

are 60 years or older, include a household member with a disability, or include young children 
(ages 5 and younger); 

e. the impact of each grantee’s LIHWAP program on recipient and eligible households (e.g., amount 
of assistance to each household, and whether assistance restored water service or prevented 
shutoff); and 

f. administrative information regarding local providers (if applicable), agreements with water 
utilities, recommendations, accomplishments, unmet needs and lessons learned. 

 
11. The following are the program requirements, consistent with instructions in P.L. 116-260, Section 533 

and consistent with existing program requirements for Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) and other closely related programs: 

 
a. Federal funds awarded under this grant shall be used as part of an overall emergency effort to 

prevent, prepare for, and respond to the coronavirus, with the public health focus of ensuring that 
low-income households have access to safe and clean drinking water and wastewater services. 

 
b. Funds will be used to provide assistance to low-income households—particularly those with the 

lowest incomes—that pay a high proportion of household income for drinking water and 
wastewater services. Assistance to households will be accomplished by providing funds to owners 
or operators of public water systems or treatment works to reduce arrearages of and rates charged 
to such households for such services. Grantees may use LIHWAP funding to cover arrearages 
arising at any time, including prior to this award. 

 
c. Grantees shall, in carrying out programs funded with this grant, as appropriate and to the extent 

practicable, use existing processes, procedures, policies, and systems in place to provide assistance 
to low-income households, including by using existing programs and program announcements, 
application and approval processes. 

i. Grant resources may be used to make payments only with respect to households in which 
one or more individuals are receiving the following: 

1. assistance under the State program funded under part A of title IV of the Social 
Security Act; 

2. supplemental security income payments under title XVI of the Social Security 
Act; 

3. food stamps under the Food Stamp Act of 1977; 
4. payments under section 415, 521, 541, or 542 of title 38, United States Code, or 

under section 306 of the Veterans' and Survivors' Pension Improvement Act of 
1978; or 

5. payments under the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP); 
or 
 

ii. households with incomes that do not exceed the greater of the following: 
1. an amount equal to 150 percent of the poverty level for such state; or 
2. an amount equal to 60 percent of the state median income; 
3. except that a state, territory, or tribe may not exclude a household from 

eligibility in a fiscal year solely on the basis of household income if such income 
is less than 110 percent of the poverty level for the state; but, the state, territory, 
or tribe may give priority to those households with the highest home water costs 
or needs in relation to household income. 

 
d. The grantee will establish criteria and procedures for determining income eligibility comparable to 

established procedures and requirements for LIHEAP. The grantee will conduct outreach 
activities designed to ensure that eligible households, especially those with the lowest incomes, 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/law-regulation/liheap-statute-and-regulations
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that pay a high proportion of household income for drinking water and wastewater services, are made aware of the 
assistance available under this title and any similar assistance available under the Community Services Block Grant 
program or through other emergency relief such as the Pandemic Emergency Assistance Fund and the U.S. 
Department of Treasury’s Emergency Rental Assistance Program. 
 

e. The grantee will coordinate its activities under this title with similar and related programs 
administered by the Federal Government and such state, territory, or tribe, particularly low-income 
utility support programs such as LIHEAP, the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG), 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), the 
Social Service Block Grant, and the Emergency Rental Assistance Program. 

 

f. The grantee will provide, in a timely manner, that the highest level of assistance will be furnished 
to those households that have the lowest incomes and the highest water costs or needs in relation 
to income, taking into account family size, except that the state, territory, or tribe may not 
differentiate in implementing this section between the households described in condition 11(c)(i) 
and 11(c)(ii) (above). 

 
g. The grantee will establish policies, procedures, and benefit levels on behalf of households that 

prioritize continuity of water services, including prevention of disconnection and restoration water 
services to households for which water services were previously disconnected. 

 
 

h. The grantee will provide funds to owners or operators of public water systems or treatment works 
(“owners or operators”) to reduce arrearages of and rates charged to eligible households for such 
services. For all payments to owners or operators on behalf of individual households, the grantee 
must establish procedures to: 

i. notify, or require the owner or operator to notify, each participating household of the 
amount of assistance paid on its behalf; 

ii. ensure that the owner or operator will charge the eligible household, in the normal billing 
process, the difference between the actual amount due and the amount of the payment 
made by the LIHWAP grant; 

iii. ensure that any agreement the grantee enters into with an owner or operator under this 
paragraph will contain provisions to ensure that no household receiving assistance under 
this grant will be treated adversely because of such assistance under applicable provisions 
of state, territorial or tribal law or public regulatory requirements; 

iv. ensure that the provision of payments to the owner or operator remains at the option of 
the grantee, in consultation with local subgrantees; and 

v. ensure that the owner or operator provides written reconciliation and confirmation on a 
regular basis that benefits have been credited appropriately to households and their 
services have been restored on a timely basis or disconnection status has been removed if 
applicable. 

 
i. The amount of any home water assistance benefits provided under this program for the benefit of 

an eligible household shall not be considered income or resources of such household (or any 
member thereof) for any purpose under any State, Territorial, or Tribal law, including any law 
relating to taxation, public assistance, or welfare programs. 

 
j. The grantee will not exclude income-eligible households (described above in condition 11(c)(ii)) 

from receiving home water assistance benefits. 
 

k. The grantee will establish procedures to treat owners and renters equitably under the program 
assistance provided with these grant resources. 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ofa/PEAF-factsheet-final.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/emergency-rental-assistance-program
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/emergency-rental-assistance-program
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/emergency-rental-assistance-program
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l. The grantee will provide for timely and meaningful public participation in the development of a 
state, territory or tribe’s LIHWAP implementation plan, such as publication and acceptance of 
comments via the grantee’s website. 

 
m. The grantee will provide an opportunity for a fair administrative hearing to individuals whose 

claims for assistance under a LIHWAP plan are denied or are not acted upon with reasonable 
promptness. Administrative hearing opportunities will be comparable to and may utilize existing 
processes, procedures, and systems currently in place for the state, territory, or tribe’s Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance grant. 

 
n. The grantee will be responsible for planning and prioritizing funds for households in communities 

throughout the state with the exception of households within tribal jurisdictions for which OCS 
has reserved a portion of LIHWAP funds. If the governing organization of any eligible tribal 
government or organization located within the state declines or is not able to successfully apply 
for available LIHWAP funds, the state grantee will then be responsible for including eligible 
households within the tribe’s jurisdiction in its outreach and service coverage. 

 
o. LIHWAP grant funds may not be used by the grantee, or by any other person with which the 

grantee makes arrangements to carry out the purposes of this grant, for the purchase or 
improvement of land or the purchase, construction, or permanent improvement of any building or 
other facility. 

 
p. The grantee will permit and cooperate with federal investigations undertaken in accordance with 

the following procedures: 
i. OCS shall, after adequate notice and an opportunity for a hearing conducted within the 

affected state, territory, or tribe, withhold funds from any grantee that does not utilize its 
allotment substantially in accordance with the terms and conditions. 

ii. OCS shall review and respond in writing in no more than 60 days to matters raised in 
complaints of a substantial or serious nature that a grantee (or any person with which the 
grantee makes arrangements to carry out the purposes of the grant) has failed to use funds in 
accordance with these terms and conditions. Any violation of any one of the terms and 
conditions that constitutes a disregard of such assurance shall be considered a serious 
complaint. 

iii. If OCS determines that there is a pattern of complaints from any state, territory, or tribe 
during the grant period, OCS shall conduct an investigation of the use of funds received under 
this award by the grantee in order to ensure compliance with terms and conditions. 

iv. The HHS Office of the Inspector General (OIG) may conduct an investigation of the use of 
funds received under this title by a state, territory, or tribe in order to ensure compliance with 
the provisions of this title. 

v. In the event of an investigation conducted by OCS, OIG, or another federal entity designated 
by OCS, the grantee shall make appropriate books, documents, papers, and records available 
to the Secretary or the Comptroller General of the United States, or any of their duly 
authorized representatives, for examination, copying, or mechanical reproduction on or off the 
premises of the appropriate entity upon a reasonable request thereof. 

vi. In conducting any investigation under the procedures described above, OCS will not request 
any information not readily available to such state, territory, or tribe, or require that any 
information be compiled, collected, or transmitted in any new form not already available. 

 
 

 

12. Real Property Reports (SF-429s). The SF-429 Real Property forms are not applicable to this program. 
Purchase, construction, and major renovation are not an allowable activity or expenditure under this grant. 

REAL PROPERTY REPORTING 
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13. These program-specific Supplemental Terms and Conditions are effective on the date shown at the bottom 
of the pages of this document and will remain in effect until updated. They will be updated and reissued 
only as needed whenever a new program-specific statute, regulation, or other requirement is enacted or 
whenever any of the applicable existing federal statutes, regulations, policies, procedures, or restrictions are 
amended, revised, altered, or repealed. 

 
 
 

Signature of Governor’s Authorized Official 
 
Name of State/Territory: Georgia 

 
 

 
LIHWAP State/Territory Lead Agency: Georgia Division of Family and Children Services 

 

 

I certify that the LIHWAP State/Territory Lead Agency has reviewed and will abide by the conditions 
outlined above. 

Tom C. 
X Rawlings 

Governor's Authorized Official 

 
Digitally signed by Tom C. Rawlings 
DN: cn=Tom C. Rawlings, o=Georgia 
Division of Family and Children 
Services, ou=Director, 
email=tom.rawlings@dhs.ga.gov, c=US 
Date: 2021.04.27 11:00:54 -04'00'

EFFECTIVE PERIOD 

mailto:email%3Dtom.rawlings@dhs.ga.gov


ATTACHMENT B 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY 
 

a. Based on established criteria, determine household eligibility 
for LIHWAP based on the   State’s approved Grantee State 
Plan in a timely manner. 

a. Accept  and process referrals from the Home Water Supplier 
for LIHWAP 

b. Provide payment to the Home Water Supplier after a household 
has been determined eligible for services rendered pursuant to 
this Agreement,  

c. Batch payments based on Home Water Supplier and application 
completion date. Home Water Supplier will receive paper checks 
with a report featuring Applicant Name, last four digits of the 
Social Security Number, Account Address,  Account Number, 
Account Name, and Approved Benefit Amount from the 
administering Community Action Agency. 

d. To secure from each eligible household, as a part of their 
application for assistance, a written authorization for the release 
of information concerning the eligible household’s account with 
the Home Water Supplier. The Community Action Agency 
represents and warrants to the Home Water Supplier that it has 
obtained an Authorization for Release of General and/or 
Confidential Information from account holders (or individuals 
authorized to act on behalf of such account holders) applying for 
assistance under LIHWAP.  The Release authorizes any utility 
service provider, including the Home Water Supplier that 
participates in LIHWAP to provide to the Community Action 
Agency personal and/or confidential customer-specific information 
which may include, without limitation, utility account identification 
information such as names, addresses, social security numbers, 
and account numbers; utility account payment history and other 
account information such as account status, utility charges, 
payment history, past due amounts, pending deposits, current 
shut-off due   dates   or   disconnection,   current   life    support 
status   (if    applicable)    payment    arrangements,    and    
history    of energy assistance payments; general energy usage   
data   such   as energy consumption and amounts and costs of 
fuel used for up to twenty- four months (at no greater level of 
detail than monthly totals); and such other data as the Community 
Action Agency, and/or the State of Georgia determine is 
reasonably necessary. Accordingly, the Community Action 
Agency (1) shall notify the Home Water Supplier if any eligible 
household under LIHWAP at any time declines to authorize the 
Home Water Supplier to disclose such information to the 
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Community Action Agency or retracts or withdraws such 
authorization; (2) shall remove, redact, and destroy any 
information received from the Home Water Supplier for which the 
Community Action Agency has not received a Release or for 
which such authorization has been retracted or withdrawn; and (3) 
hereby indemnifies the Home Water Supplier from any and all 
losses, costs, damages or expenses incurred by the Home Water 
Supplier (including, but not limited to, reasonable attorneys’ fees 
actually incurred) resulting from any claim, cause of action, or 
enforcement action arising from any information provided to the 
Community Action Agency, and/or in connection with the Home 
Water Supplier’s participation in LIHWAP. This indemnity shall 
survive the expiration, cancellation, revocation, or termination of 
the Original Agreement, as amended herein. 

e. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the DHS-DFCS do not indemnify 
and/or hold harmless neither the Home Water Supplier nor the 
Community Action Agency. Further, all Party(ies) to this 
Agreement hereby waives, releases, relinquishes, discharges and 
agrees to indemnify, protect and save harmless the State of 
Georgia (including the State Tort Claims Trust Fund), the 
Department of Administrative Services (DOAS), their officers and 
employees (collectively “indemnitees”) of and from any and all 
claims, demands, liabilities, losses, costs, or expenses and 
attorneys’ fees caused by, growing out of, or otherwise happening 
in connection with this Agreement due to any act or omission on 
the part of the Home Water Supplier, its agents, employees, 
subcontractors, or others working at the direction of the Home 
Water Supplier, or on the Home Water Supplier’s behalf, due to 
the application or violation of any pertinent federal, state or local 
law, rule or regulation, or due to any breach of this Agreement by 
the Home Water Supplier (collectively, the “indemnity Claims”). 
This indemnification extends to the successors and assigns of the 
Home Water Supplier, and this indemnification and release 
survives the termination of this Agreement and the dissolution or, 
to the extent allowed by law, the bankruptcy of the Home Water 
Supplier. The Home Water Supplier shall, at its expense, be 
entitled to and shall have the duty to participate in the defense of 
any suit against indemnitees. No settlement or compromise of any 
claim, loss or damage asserted against Indemnitees shall be 
binding upon Indemnitees unless expressly approved by the 
Indemnitees. 

f. Be responsible for planning and prioritizing funds for 
households in communities throughout their serving area 
with the exception of households within tribal jurisdictions for 
which OCS has reserved a portion of LIHWAP funds. 
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Water Utility Information Form                                           ATTACHMENT C 
Company Name: Doing Business As (DBA), if applicable: 

Home Water Supplier’s Legal Name (as 
used on Federal Tax Return for 
Business): 

Company Owner Name: 

Type of Entity: 
□ Sole Proprietor □ Partnership 

□ Corporation □ Government Entity 

□ Trust □ Estate 

Utility: □ Investor Owned □ Municipal 
□ Cooperative 

□ Limited Liability Company (LLC) 
Is the LLC incorporated? □ Yes □ No 
□ Single Member or  □ Multiple Member 

Taxpayer Identification (ID) 
Number: 

 

□ Social Security Number (SSN) 

□ Employer Identification Number 
(FEIN) 

□ Individual Taxpayer 
Identification Number (ITIN) 

 

Program Primary Contact Name/Title: Primary Contact Telephone Number: 

Primary Contact Email Address: Mailing Address for Payments: 

Office Physical Address: 
 

Office Fax Number: 

 

Contact Name/Title Regarding Payments: Telephone Number Regarding Payments: 

Mailing Address for Payments: Email Address Regarding Payments: 

SERVICES PROVIDED AND BILLED BY HOME WATER SUPPLIER 

□ Water Fees              □ Wastewater/Sewer Fees           □ Other ___________ 

□ Stormwater Fees    □ Groundwater Fees  
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HIGHLIGHT EACH COUNTY SERVED BY THIS COMPANY 

 
  STATEWIDE (check if  you serve the entire state)    

  001 Appling   041 Dade   081 Jefferson  121 Richmond  
  002 Atkinson   042 Dawson   082 Jenkins ___122 Rockdale  
  003 Bacon   043 Decatur   083 Johnson  123 Schley  
  004 Baker   044 DeKalb   084 Jones  124 Screven  
  005 Baldwin   045 Dodge   085 Lamar ___125 Seminole  
  006 Banks   046 Dooly   086 Lanier ___ 126 Spalding  
  007 Barrow   047 Dougherty   087 Laurens  127 Stephens  
  008 Bartow   048 Douglas   088 Lee  128 Stewart  
  009 Ben Hill   049 Early   089 Liberty  129 Sumter  
  010 Berrien   050 Echols   090 Lincoln ___130 Talbot  
  011 Bibb   051 Effingham   091 Long ___131 Taliaferro  
  012 Bleckley   052 Elbert   092 Lowndes ___132 Tattnall  
  013 Brantley   053 Emanuel   093 Lumpkin ___133 Taylor  
  014 Brooks   054 Evans   094 Macon ___134 Telfair  
  015 Bryan   055 Fannin   095 Madison ___135 Terrell  
  016 Bulloch   056 Fayette   096 Marion ___136 Thomas  
  017 Burke   057 Floyd   097 McDuffie ___137 Tift  
  018 Butts   058 Forsyth   098 McIntosh ___138 Toombs  
  019 Calhoun   059 Franklin   099 Meriwether ___139 Towns  
  020 Camden   060 Fulton   100 Miller ___140 Treutlen  
  021 Candler   061 Gilmer   101 Mitchell ___141 Troup  
  022 Carroll   062 Glascock   102 Monroe ___142 Turner  
  023 Catoosa   063 Glynn   103 Montgomery ___143 Twiggs  
  024 Charlton   064 Gordon   104 Morgan ___144 Union  
  025 Chatham   065 Grady   105 Murray ___145 Upson  
  026 Chattahoochee   066 Greene   106 Muscogee ___146 Walker  
  027 Chattooga   067 Gwinnett   107 Newton ___147 Walton  
  028 Cherokee   068 Habersham   108 Oconee ___148 Ware  
  029 Clarke   069 Hall   109 Oglethorpe ___149 Warren  
  030 Clay   070 Hancock   110 Paulding ___150 Washington  
  031 Clayton   071 Haralson   111 Peach ___151 Wayne  
  032 Clinch   072 Harris   112 Pickens ___152 Webster  
  033 Cobb   073 Hart   113 Pierce ___153 Wheeler  
  034 Coffee   074 Heard   114 Pike ___154 White  
  035 Colquitt   075 Henry   115 Polk ___155 Whitfield  
  036 Columbia   076 Houston   116 Pulaski ___156 Wilcox  
  037 Cook   077 Irwin   117 Putnam ___157 Wilkes  
  038 Coweta   078 Jackson   118 Quitman  158 Wilkinson  
  039 Crawford   079 Jasper   119 Rabun  159 Worth  
  040 Crisp   080 Jeff Davis   120 Randolph   

 
 

Failure to identify all counties served may result in the denial of benefits for households. 
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LIHEAP/LIHWAP 

Service Provider Map

Area 10: North Georgia 

Community Action, Inc.
Phone: 706-692-5644
http://ngcainc.com
Catoosa, Chattooga, Cherokee, 
Dade, Fannin, Gilmer, Murray, 
Pickens, Walker, Whitfield

Area 2: Ninth District 

Opportunity, Inc.
Phone: 770-532-3191
http://www.ndo.org
Banks, Barrow, Clark, Dawson, Elbert, 
Forsyth, Franklin, Habersham, Hall, Hart, 
Jackson, Lumpkin, Madison, Oconee, 

Oglethorpe, Rabun, Stephens, Towns, 
Union, White

Area 9: Tallatoona 

Community Action 

Partnership, Inc.
Phone: 770-382-5388
http://www.tallatoonacap.org
Bartow, Cobb, Douglas, Floyd, 
Gordon, Haralson, Paulding, Polk

Area 14: Community Action for 

Improvement, Inc.
Phone: 706-884-2651
http://www.cafi-ga.org
Carroll, Coweta, Heard, Meriwether, 
Troup

Area 1: Central Savannah River 

Area Economic Opportunity 

Authority, Inc.
Phone: 706-722-0493
http://www.csraeoa.org/
Burke, Columbia, Emanuel, Glascock, 
Jefferson, Jenkins, Lincoln, McDuffie, 

Richmond, Screven, Taliaferro, Warren, 
Wilkes

Area 13: Clayton County 

Community Services 

Authority, Inc. 
Phone: 404-363-0575
http://www.claytoncountycsa.org
Clayton, Fayette, Henry

Area 6: Macon-Bibb County 

Economic Opportunity 

Council, Inc.
Phone: 478-738-3240
http://www.maconbibbeoc.com
Bibb

Area 11 : Enrichment 

Services Program, Inc.
Phone: 706-649-1600
http://www.enrichmentservices.org
Chattahoochee, Clay, Harris, 
Muscogee, Quitman, Randolph, 
Stewart, Talbot

Area 15: Southwest Georgia 

Community Action Council, Inc.
Phone: 229-985-3610
http://www.swgacac.com
Baker, Calhoun, Colquitt, Decatur, 
Dougherty, Early, Grady, Lee, Miller, 
Mitchell, Seminole, Terrell, Thomas, Worth

Area 7: Action Pact, Inc.
Phone: 912-285-6083
http://www.myactionpact.org
Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Brantley,  
Bulloch, Candler, Charlton, Clinch, 
Coffee, Effingham, Evans, Long,
Pierce, Tattnall, Toombs, Ware, 
Wayne

Area 12: Coastal Georgia 

Area Community Action 

Authority, Inc.
Phone: 912-264-3281
http://www.coastalgacaa.org
Bryan, Camden, Glynn, Liberty, 
McIntosh

Area 16: Partnership for 

Community Action, Inc.
Phone: 404-929-2500
http://www.pcaction.org
DeKalb, Gwinnett, Newton, 
Rockdale, Walton

Area 3: Overview, Inc.
Phone: 478-453-4111
http://www.overviewinc.com
Baldwin, Greene, Hancock, Jasper, 
Johnson, Morgan, Putnam, 
Washington, Wilkinson
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Area 18: Middle Georgia 

Community Action Agency, 

Inc.
Phone: 478-922-4464
http://www.mgcaa.org
Butts, Crawford, Houston, Jones, 
Lamar, Monroe. Peach, Pike, 
Spalding, Upson, Twiggs

18

Area 17: Fulton Atlanta 

Community Action Authority, 

Inc.
Phone: 404-320-0166
http://www.facaa.org
Fulton

Area 5: Heart of 

Georgia Community 

Action Council, Inc.
Phone: 478-374-4301
http://www.mgcaa.org
Bleckley, Dodge, Laurens, 
Montgomery, Pulaski, Telfair, 
Treutlen, Wheeler, Wilcox

6

11

Area 4: West Central Georgia 

Community Action Council, Inc.
Phone: 478-472-3607
http://www.westcentral-gacac.org
Crisp, Dooly, Macon, Marion, Schley, 
Sumter, Taylor, Webster

7

Area 19. Economic Opportunity 

Authority for Savannah-Chatham 

County Area, Inc.
Phone: 912-238-2960
http://www.eoasga.org
Chatham

Area 8: Coastal Plain Area 

Economic Opportunity Authority, 

Inc.
Phone: 229-244-7860
http://www.coastalplaineoa.org

Ben Hill, Barrien, Brooks, Cook, Echols, 
Irwin, Lanier, Lowndes, Tift, Turner

19
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Low Income Household Water Assistance Program FAQ 
LIHWAP 

 
What is LIHWAP and how can LIHWAP help me? 
LIHWAP, which stands for Low Income Household Water Assistance Program, is 
a federal program that helps low-income households pay for drinking water and 
wastewater for their homes. This program will help you pay your home water bill 
if the water bill is in your name, or you can verify a water burden.  

What are the legislative instructions behind the Low-Income Household Water 
Assistance Program?  
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Public Law No.: 116-260) signed on 
December 27, 2020, included $638 million in funding with instructions for the 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF) within the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) to carry out grants to states, territories and 
tribes to assist low-income households with water and wastewater bills. 
Additionally, on March 11, 2021, the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Public 
Law No.: 117-2) appropriated an additional $500 million to the new LIHWAP effort. 
The full appropriations language from both the Consolidated Appropriations Act 
of 2021 and the American Rescue Plan Act are available on the OCS website 
through the following weblink: 
 https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/law-regulation/lihwap-laws-and-regulations 
 
When can I apply for LIHWAP assistance in Georgia? 
LIHWAP will open on November 1, 2021 in Georgia and will prioritize households 
that have an arrearage or past due water bill through the remainder of the year. 
On January 3, 2022, the program will begin serving households that contain 
seniors 60 years of age and older and households that contain children five years 
of age and younger. All other households will be eligible to receive LIHWAP 
assistance beginning February 1, 2022. 
 
Can I receive LIHWAP assistance more than once? 
No, each household is eligible to apply and receive LIHWAP assistance once per 
program year. 

Will LIHWAP pay for my whole water bill? 
The amount of assistance is determined by household size, income, and 
composition. LIHWAP benefits will only be issued directly to the household’s 

water supplier. 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/law-regulation/lihwap-laws-and-regulations
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If you have an arrearage/past due amount for your water bill, the program will pay 
the entire arrearage/past due amount AND issue a $300 or $500 benefit depending 
on the household’s income, toward your current water bill.  
 
If you do not have an arrearage/past due amount on your water bill, you can 
expect to receive either a $300 or $500 benefit depending on the household’s 
income, toward your current water bill.  
 
Can I complete a water assistance application online?  
No, you must contact the local Community Action Agency responsible for 
administering the program in your county to apply for benefits. To find out which 
Community Action Agency covers your area, please call 404-657-3426, email 
LIHEAP-CSBG-LIHWAP@dhs.ga.gov or visit http://www.georgiacaa.org  
 
What do I need to bring to the appointment?  
You will need to check with your local Community Action Agency for the 
information needed for the intake process. Examples of information needed will 
include: 

• picture identification, 
• social security cards for each member in the household,  
• proof of income for the past 30 days,  
• current water bill, etc.  

 
Can LIHWAP help with my energy bill?  
No, LIHWAP assistance can only be used for drinking water or wastewater 
services bill payment. For assistance with your energy bill, please inquire with 
the Community Action Agency about the LIHEAP program. 
 
How long will it take to get my benefits if I am eligible?  
Community Action Agencies process LIHWAP benefits in the order received and 
processing times vary. You must continue to pay your bill until benefits have 
been issued to your household water supplier to avoid an interruption in services 
and/or additional fees. 
 
What is the application process for LIHWAP assistance?  
You will need to contact your local Community Action Agency to schedule an 
Intake Appointment to complete the application. If you are determined eligible to 
receive LIHWAP assistance, you will be informed of the amount of assistance that 
will be applied to your water bill. The LIHWAP benefit will be issued directly to the 
household water supplier.  
 

mailto:LIHEAP-CSBG-LIHWAP@dhs.ga.gov
http://www.georgiacaa.org/
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If you are determined ineligible, you will receive notification and documentation 
regarding the reason for denial. It is important that you continue to pay your bill 
to avoid service interruption and/or additional fees while your application is being 
processed.  
 
Can I apply for LIHWAP with any Community Action Agency?  
No, you must complete your application through the Community Action Agency 
that provides assistance to the county you reside in. Each county is represented 
by one Community Action Agency.  
 
How do I know if I am eligible for the LIHWAP Program?  
Your household water supplier must be a registered vendor for the LIHWAP 
program with the Department of Human Services in order for your household to 
be eligible for LIHWAP assistance. All LIHWAP assistance payments are applied 
directly to the water account through the household water supplier, therefore 
households whose water supplier does not participate in the program will not be 
eligible for assistance. 
The other basic eligibility requirements are : 

1. Have a total gross income at or below 60% of the State Median Income 
Guidelines for Georgia  

2. Be responsible for paying the cost of water for the household or be able to 
verify a water burden 

3. Be a US citizen or lawfully admitted immigrant 
 
Where do I apply for LIHWAP assistance? 
You must contact your local Community Action Agency to schedule an 
appointment to complete a LIHWAP application.  To find out which Community 
Action Agency covers your area, please call 404-657-3426, email LIHEAP-CSBG-
LIHWAP@dhs.ga.gov or visit http://www.georgiacaa.org 
 
Is LIHWAP a one-time emergency appropriation or an ongoing annual 
appropriation? 
LIHWAP does not have a permanent or ongoing statutory authorization or 
appropriation beyond the current funding.  

mailto:LIHEAP-CSBG-LIHWAP@dhs.ga.gov
mailto:LIHEAP-CSBG-LIHWAP@dhs.ga.gov
http://www.georgiacaa.org/


9/21/2021

1

Candice Broce
Interim Director

Low Income Household 
Water Assistance Program

LIHEAP/CSBG/LIHWAP Programs, Office of Family Independence

Information Session for Household Water Suppliers

Topics During This Presentation:

• LIHWAP Legislation and Use of Funds

• LIHWAP Implementation in Georgia

• Payment Processing and the Community Action Agency Relationship

• Household Water Supplier Agreements

• Home Water Supplier Responsibilities and Requirements

1

2

3
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LIHWAP Legislation

• Congress appropriated funding in both the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2021, and American Rescue Plan Act (ARP) of 
2021 for a new emergency water and wastewater assistance 
program.

• LIHWAP funds must go to owners or operators of public water 
systems or treatment works.

• Legislation does not authorize direct payments to applicant.

• LIHWAP is currently a one-time allotment.

Use of Funds
LIHWAP will assist with:
1. Arrearages for Disconnected Households
2. Arrearages for Households At Risk of Disconnection
3. Reconnection and Late Fees
4. Reduction in Rate Charges for Current Bills 

LIHWAP will not assist with:
1. Household plumbing repairs
2. Arrearages or rate reduction payments to non-public water 

suppliers
3. Inactive/closed water account balances

LIWHAP Term Definitions

• Arrearage
An unpaid past due bill for household drinking water and/or wastewater utility 
services. LIHWAP grant resources can be used to pay for arrearages incurred 
at any point in time by households that meet LIHWAP eligibility criteria and 
may include reconnection charges, fees and penalties. 

• Rate Reduction
Full or partial payment of a currently due bill charged to a household for 
drinking water or wastewater services and may include standard charges and 
fees included in the household water bill. 

4

5

6
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Other Definitions

• Community Action Agency (CAA)
Nonprofit agencies founded by the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964. 
CAAs are intended to support self-sufficiency to low-income individuals 
and families. In Georgia, there are 19 Community Action Agencies that 
perform supportive activities in all 159 counties.

• Household Water Supplier (HWS)
Any private or public entity in the business of supplying water for human 
consumption (drinking) and/or wastewater related services to customers 
through public water systems, such as pipelines.

Other Definitions

• Household Drinking Water Burden
The proportion (amount) of total household income spent on 
drinking water utility bills during a specific timeframe. 

• Household Wastewater Burden
The proportion (amount) of total household income spent on 
wastewater bills during a specific timeframe. 

LIHWAP in Georgia
• Georgia received a total of $37.1M to operate LIHWAP.

• Approved households will receive a rate reduction payment of $300 or 
$500 based on the household’s income.

• The bill must be current and dated no older than 30 days prior to the intake 
appointment.

• LIHWAP is slated to begin on November 1, 2021.

7
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FY 2022 LIHWAP Rate Reduction Income Levels

Household  
Size

Level I Income Level II Income Vulnerable Population
(Households with adults age 60 or over)

($500 benefit) ($300 benefit) ($500 benefit)

1 $0 $17,207 $17,208 $26,474 $0 $26,474
2 $0 $22,502 $22,503 $34,619 $0 $34,619
3 $0 $27,796 $27,797 $42,765 $0 $42,765
4 $0 $33,091 $33,092 $50,911 $0 $50,911
5 $0 $38,386 $38,387 $59,057 $0 $59,057
6 $0 $43,681 $43,682 $67,203 $0 $67,203
7 $0 $44,673 $44,674 $68,730 $0 $68,730
8 $0 $45,666 $45,667 $70,257 $0 $70,257
9 $0 $46,659 $46,660 $71,785 $0 $71,785

10 $0 $47,652 $47,653 $73,312 $0 $73,312
11 $0 $48,644 $48,645 $74,839 $0 $74,839
12 $0 $49,637 $49,638 $76,367 $0 $76,367
13 $0 $50,630 $50,631 $77,894 $0 $77,894
14 $0 $51,623 $51,624 $79,421 $0 $79,421
15 $0 $52,616 $52,617 $80,948 $0 $80,948
16 $0 $53,608 $53,609 $82,476 $0 $82,476

Payment Assistance Schedule 
for All Fuel Types

Income Level Benefit Amount

Level I $500

Level II $300

Vulnerable Population
(Households with adults age 60 or 

over)
$500

Source: DHHS LIHEAP-IM-2021-03; July 6, 2021
Effective: October 1, 2021 - September 30, 2022
State Median Income: GA SMI for 4 person HH is 
$84,851
revised July 7, 2021

Responsibilities of the Home Water Supplier

Home water suppliers (HWS) should:

• Apply rate reduction and arrearage payments to the LIHWAP household account 
within ten (10) business days.

• Provide DFCS with the required reporting data as outlined in the HWS Agreement.

• Quickly resolve the issues or concerns of the local Community Action Agency 
(CAA) or DHS-DFCS pertaining to LIHWAP payments.

• 7 

Responsibilities of Community Action Agencies

• Determine a household’s eligibility for LIHWAP and inform the applicant.

• Mail the system batch report and check to the HWS no later than 30 
calendar days from the application approval date.

• Mail the batch report and check to the HWS no later than 10 calendar 
days from the date of LIHWAP benefit approval for crisis households 
facing disconnection. 

• Immediately notify the HWS of duplicate payments or other errors

10
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Basic LIHWAP Benefit Process

The Community Action Agency Will: The Household Water Supplier Will:

Client Application Intake 
and Approval Payment Processing Receiving Payments

Applying Payments to 
Accounts

• Typically scheduled by 
appointment

• May take walk-ins for 
those facing 
disconnection or 
currently disconnected

• Determines eligibility 
and approves 
households for 
payment

• Checks are batch daily 
and sorted by vendor

• CAAs mail the checks 
directly to the HWS; 
there are no electronic 
transfers currently

• Anticipate receiving large 
checks with document 
that includes applicant 
and account information

• HWS will receive checks to 
the payment address 
listed on the HWS 
Agreement ONLY

• HWS will immediately 
communicate errors to 
the CAA

• Payments must be 
applying to accounts 
within 10 business days

• Payments may be 
applied to other items 
such as trash in order 
to prevent 
disconnection

• HWS must be able to 
identify the LIHWAP 
portion applied

Payments to the Household Water Supplier

• Accept only from CAA

• Do not accept pledges

• Refund only the portion of the payment that was sent in error. Do not 
return the entire check. 

• Return payments to CAA  within ten (10) business days of notification.

• Credit the LIHWAP payment to the correct account within five (5) business 
days.

Payments to the Household Water Supplier

• Apply all LIHWAP funds to the arrears on the account first. 

• All remaining payment shall be applied to the customer’s current account 
balance. 

• Restore water services within ten (10) business days upon the receipt of 
the payment from LIHWAP.

• Apply all LIHWAP funds within ten (10) business days upon receipt of the 
payment.

• Some payments may result in a credit on the customer’s account.

13
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Batch Payment Reports
Batch payments distributed by Home Water Supplier complied based on application completion date. 
Home Water Suppliers will receive paper checks with a report featuring Applicant Name, last four digits 
of the Social Security Number, Account Address,  Account Number, Account Name, and Approved 
Benefit Amount from the administering Community Action Agency.

VND Code: Code assigned to HWS by DHS-DFCS
VENDOR NAME: Name of HWS
VENDOR ADDRESS: Payment address of HWS
CLSTR/AGCY: Code of CAA issuing the payment
COUNTY: County of CAA
APPL NAME: Name of Applicant (May not be the account holder’s name)
SSN: Redacted applicant’s social security number
Address: Account Address

VENDOR ACCT #: Account number listed on the water utility bill
AMT: Approved benefit amount; amount to apply to the water account
BAT#: The batch number entered by the CAA for their tracking purposes
FND: Payment type number (LIHWAP will always be Fund Source 04)
VENDOR ACC NAME: The name of the account holder
TOTAL ASST/Grand Total: Total amount of assistance for a processing date

16
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In preparation for LIHWAP, Household Water Suppliers should:

1. Develop an internal process for applying large checks to individual 
accounts. 

2. Identify staff that will be listed on the HWS Agreement as the Point of 
Contact for payment related issues and inquiries.

3. Establish a process to apply all payments received within ten (10) 
business days.

4. Form a relationship with the local CAAs issuing the payments. 

5. Prepare to report on all data elements defined in the HWS Agreement.

In preparation for LIHWAP, Household Water Suppliers should:

6. Review the LIHEAP/LIHWAP Service Provider Map and 
familiarize with the CAAs issuing payments.

7. Complete all portions of the HWS Agreement and return as 
soon as possible electronically to DHS-DFCS via email at 
LIHEAP-CSBG-LIHWAP@dhs.ga.gov.

The Household Water Supplier Agreement
Importance of Household Water Supplier Agreements:

• Clearly defines all the details and roles of each party
• Set expectations for both parties

Essential Elements:
• Purpose
• Scope of the Services
• Consumer Protection – Required by Law (Term 11h)
• Payment Information
• Shared Data Agreement

19
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HWS Reporting Requirements
Household Water Suppliers must provide:

a. The itemized amount, cost, and type of water assistance and services 
provided for eligible households approved for assistance under this 
award.

b. The type of water assistance used by the eligible household, i.e., 
drinking water, wastewater etc.

c. The impact of the LIHWAP benefit on the LIHWAP household (e.g., 
amount of assistance to each household, and whether assistance 
restored water service or prevented shutoff).

d. Performance measures data – at no cost to DHS-DFCS nor the account 
holder and provided to DFCS within a timeframe and as specified by 
DHS-DFCS. 

Reporting Issues and Concerns
• Changes to territory, payment address or contact information 

should be immediately reported to Maryam Walker, Program 
Manager (Maryam.Walker@dhs.ga.gov).

• Customers with questions or concerns may be directed to the 
Community Action Agency that issued the benefit or the 
Department at LIHEAP-CSBG-LIHWAP@dhs.ga.gov or (404) 
657-3426.

22
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SUBJECT:  Public Safety Officials and First Responders Supplement Terms & Conditions 

 AGENDA DATE:  10-26-2021 
 
DATE PREPARED:  10-25-2021 

 PREPARED BY:  Jennifer Hallman 
 

 AMOUNT:  
 GL ACCOUNT #:   
 FUNDING SOURCE: American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)  
 BUDGETED ITEM?   
  
 
 
PURPOSE:  Approve terms & conditions of the Public Safety Officials and First Responders 
Supplement.  
 
 
BACKGROUND: Governor Kemp has announced a Public Safety Officials and First Responders 
Supplement Grant using funding from the American Rescue Plan Act. This program was established 
in recognition of the sacrifice and dedication public safety officers and first responders have shown 
in serving Georgians and their communities during the COVID-19 pandemic. The grant will provide 
a $1,000 pay supplement for all eligible sworn law enforcement officials and first responders and a 
$300 supplement for all active volunteer firefighters in Georgia serving during August of 2021.  
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve. 
 
 
IMPACT:   
 
 
MOTION:  I move to approve terms & conditions of the Public Safety Officials and First 
Responders Supplement.  
 
 
 



 
 

OFFICE OF PLANNING AND BUDGET 
 

Brian P. Kemp                     Kelly Farr 
  Governor                      Director 
 

Georgia Public Safety Officials and First Responders Supplement Grant 
 
Governor Kemp has announced a Public Safety Officials and First Responders Supplement Grant using 

funding from the American Rescue Plan Act.  This program was established in recognition of the sacrifice and 
dedication public safety officers and first responders have shown in serving Georgians and their communities 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The grant will provide a $1,000 pay supplement for all eligible sworn law 
enforcement officials and first responders and a $300 supplement for all active volunteer firefighters in Georgia 
serving during August of 2021.   
 
Eligible organizations and eligible employees include: 
 
Eligible Organizations: State government agencies and authorities, municipal and county governments, 
volunteer fire departments, and emergency medical services agencies licensed by the Department of Public 
Health. 

 
Eligible Employees: A certified employee of one of the above organizations who actively served full-time as a 
public safety officer or first responder during the month of August, 2021 in a position which requires active 
certification as a law enforcement officer, corrections officer, juvenile corrections officer, jail officer, probation 
officer, parole officer, communications officer, firefighter, or emergency medical services worker by the Georgia 
Peace Officer Standards and Training Council (POST), Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council 
(GFSTC), or Department of Public Health (DPH). 

 
Employers will apply on behalf of employees within their jurisdiction or organization.  Grant funds will 

be paid to the employer, and the employer will disburse payments to individuals through their payroll process. To 
receive the funds, employers must first sign a terms and conditions agreement with the state and then 
subsequently submit a payment request with documentation showing payroll information for eligible employees 
for the month of August 2021.  Payment requests must be submitted through the Office of Planning and Budget’s 
(OPB) GeorgiaGrants portal.  Payroll information must show employee name, position title, active pay status, full 
time status, certification title and number, and reflect that the individual was an employee during the period 
between August 1 and August 31 of 2021.  Payroll information must also show whether the department or entity 
contributes to the Old Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance (OASDI) program or pays Medicare for its 
Federal Insurance Contributions Act (FICA) payroll taxes. 
 

Primary contacts for organizations within the GeorgiaGrants system will receive the Terms and 
Agreements document via email.  The email will be sent directly from the GeorgiaGrants system via AdobeSign 
from echosign@echosign.com.  Users should ensure this email is added as a safe sender in their email system to 
avoid servers routing it to junk or spam folder.  Once your organization has signed the Terms and Agreements, 
users will be able to see the Law Enforcement and First Responder Supplement Grant as an approved grant within 
your account on the GeorgiaGrants portal and begin submitting requests for funding.  Cities and counties are 

mailto:echosign@echosign.com
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asked to submit a request for all law enforcement entities within their jurisdiction and should submit each 
department within their jurisdiction as a separate direct expense within their payment request. 
 

The Office of Planning and Budget will work with the Georgia Municipal Association, Association of 
County Commissioners of Georgia, and the Department of Public Health to provide training and outreach sessions 
to eligible entities on the request submission process.  Please review the OPB website at 
https://opb.georgia.gov/law-enforcement-and-first-responders-supplement for updates regarding this program. 
 
 

https://opb.georgia.gov/law-enforcement-and-first-responders-supplement
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Georgia Public Safety Officials and First Responders Supplement Grant 

Frequently Asked Questions 
October 13, 2021 

 
 
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 
 
Who will apply for the Law Enforcement and First Responder Supplement Grant?   
Counties and municipalities who employ law enforcement officers and first responders will apply to the 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget (OPB) for the Public Safety Officials and First Responders Supplement 
Grant and will distribute awarded funds to their respective employing agencies. Sheriffs, fire chiefs, police chiefs, 
or others with eligible employees will not apply to OPB for these grants on their own. 
 
How does an applicant request a payment through the grant? 
OPB will manage the grant through the GeorgiaGrants system used for previous distributions of Coronavirus 
Relief Funds and Coronavirus Local Recovery Funds.  OPB has already awarded the grant to all city and county 
governments who previously received either CRF or CLRF.  OPB has also created awards for all private licensed 
ambulance service agencies as identified by the Department of Public Health. 
 
Cities, counties, and licensed ambulance providers will receive terms and conditions via email to the primary 
contact associated with the account.  Upon signature and submission, the grant will be accessible to all account 
users via the GeorgiaGrants portal with an option to request a payment. Each account will be issued a $1 award; 
however, there is no cap to the amount grantees may request.  In most cases, counties have two users 
registered for the portal – the certifying official (usually the county chairman or mayor) and one additional 
person.   
 
Can credentials for authorized users be reset? 
Authorized users who need to reset their credentials may do so here. If locked out, they may contact 
grants@opb.georgia.gov. 
 
Have the terms and conditions been distributed? 
The terms and conditions have not been distributed at this time. GeorgiaGrants portal authorized users will 
receive the terms and conditions by email from echosign@echosign.com.   The terms and conditions must be 
accepted by a certifying official before an authorized user may request disbursements from the grant. Grantees 
should add the above email to their safe senders list or check their junk mailbox if they are unable to locate the  
 

https://cares.georgia.gov/Account/Login/ForgotPassword.
mailto:echosign@echosign.com
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terms and conditions email after it is sent through the system as this document tends to get hung up by email 
security settings and quarantined.  
 
If the certifying official (chairman, mayor, city manager, finance director, etc.) has changed since the Grantee 
registered for CARES Act funding, how can this information be updated? 
The POC must be an authorized official from the jurisdiction such as a chairman or mayor. OPB is working with 
ACCG and GMA to coordinate an appropriate POC list.  If you are authorized to sign the terms and conditions for 
the Public Safety Officials and First Responders Supplement Grant, please email Beth Brown, bbrown@accg.org 
(county) or Becky Taylor, btaylor@gacities.com (city/municipality).  
 
How do we verify and retrieve the eligible employee’s certification title and license? 
Law Enforcement: Each Law Enforcement Agency should have a Georgia Peace Officer Standards Training 
Council administrator that is able to login to their P.O.S.T. account https://www.gapost.org/Rules/3offcrt.html 
to view and download the list of the personnel they have within their agency/department.  
 
Note: It is the responsibility of the agency and officer to keep their roster and individual information current. All 
agencies should make sure their rosters are accurate and up to date with P.O.S.T.  All officers should verify their 
address and contact information in the P.O.S.T. Data Gateway to avoid any verification delays.   
 
EMS: Each EMS Agency should log on  to their OEMST License Management System (LMS) Public Portal 
(www.mygemsis.org/lms) and click on “Agencies” on the left side of the screen. Then click on “Personnel” on the 
left side of the screen to see the list of the personnel that they have on their roster along with each employee’s 
license level and expiration date. 
 
Fire: Fire departments can access their rosters by logging on to the GFSTC website management.gfstconline.org 
and using their department power user login, access the Firefighters tab.  The roster can then be saved to pdf 
and submitted to OPB.  
 
ELIGIBILITY 
 
Who are the eligible organizations? 
State government agencies and authorities, municipal and county governments, volunteer fire departments, and 
emergency medical services agencies licensed by the Department of Public Health. 
 
 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gapost.org%2FRules%2F3offcrt.html&data=04%7C01%7Cjennifer.wade%40opb.georgia.gov%7C1322d14c61734c17adbc08d98846cd45%7C512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516%7C0%7C0%7C637690659940754909%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bZBj3gTt0ACOR0NjkvX0%2FImMZ83XyjBsUzLd4TcJGWA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mygemsis.org%2Flms&data=04%7C01%7Cjennifer.wade%40opb.georgia.gov%7C51b56e8a74424a1e939e08d9883b3251%7C512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516%7C0%7C0%7C637690610085033630%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oc%2BGXylYknaJRYDE72WIpP%2F%2FjsxE79uR9uKoj1dos6k%3D&reserved=0
http://management.gfstconline.org/
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Who qualifies as an eligible employee? 
A certified employee of one of the above organizations who actively served full-time as a public safety officer or 
first responder during the month of August, 2021 in a position which requires active certification as a law 
enforcement officer, corrections officer, juvenile corrections officer, jail officer, probation officer, parole officer, 
communications officer, firefighter, or emergency medical services worker by the Georgia Peace Officer 
Standards and Training Council (POST), Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council (GFSTC), or 
Department of Public Health (DPH). 
 
What is the eligibility time period? 
The grant is based on payroll information between August 1 and August 31, 2021.  If an eligible employee is 
included at any point on an August 2021 payroll, he or she is eligible for the grant.    
 
Are eligible employees who were paid in August but are no longer with the employer still eligible? 
Yes, they are still eligible if they worked at any time during the eligible period.  
 
Are eligible employees hired after August 31, 2021? 
Employees hired after August 31, 2021 are not eligible for the grant.   
 
Certain classes of public safety employees are allowed to work for up to six months prior to becoming fully 
certified. Are these employees eligible? 
 
Eligible employees must serve as a full-time public safety official or first responder in a position requiring active 
certification for eligible positions mentioned above. Anyone who falls under these categories without an active 
POST, GFSTC, or DPH certification or whose position does not require the certification is ineligible. However, if 
an employee that meets all other requirements became certified at any time during the August 1 to August 31, 
2021 timeframe, they are considered eligible. 
 
Is an employee who would otherwise be eligible but was on unpaid FMLA for either all or a portion of August 
2021 eligible? 
The employee must have been active on the payroll and paid during the month of August to be eligible.  If they 
were not paid during August, they are not eligible. 
 
Is an employee who would otherwise be eligible but was on workers’ compensation for either all or a portion 
of August 2021 eligible? 
The employee must have been active on the payroll and paid during the month of August to be eligible.  If they 
were not paid during August, they are not eligible. 
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If an eligible individual was on the payroll in August but is no longer employed by the county, is the county 
responsible for issuing their grant? 
If the employee is eligible, yes. 
 
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS  
 
What are the eligibility requirements for volunteer firefighters? 
Volunteer firefighters who were active on a fire department roster in August 2021 are eligible.  Counties must 
provide documentation to certify eligibility.  The Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget (OPB) will provide 
more information on the certification requirements for volunteer firefighters. 
 
How will independent volunteer fire departments (not affiliated with a county or city) be handled?   
Volunteer fire departments will apply through their respective counties or cities.  
 
EMS 
 
Who should apply for the grant for certified EMS employees who are public employees, but are paid through 
County Hospital Authorities rather than by their respective counties? 
Licensed emergency management services agencies may apply for the grant for certified EMS workers, including 
those employed by hospital authorities.  The hospital authority may apply to OPB directly, or it may provide the 
county with a list of eligible employees who were on their payroll in August and the county may then apply on 
the authority’s behalf. 
 
SUPPLEMENT 
 
How much is the supplement? 
Eligible full-time public safety officials and first responders will receive a $1,000 grant.  Volunteer firefighters are 
eligible for a $300 grant (see Volunteer Firefighter section for more information). 
 
Will eligible employees receive the entire Law Enforcement and First Responder Supplement Grant, or will 
taxes and other payroll withholdings apply? 
The Governor’s Office intends for all eligible employees to receive the entire grant.  In accordance with the 
American Rescue Plan Act, this program has been established as a payment for assistance to households and 
populations negatively impacted by COVID-19. The payments will be subject to FICA, and must be included on a 
W2 or 1099, as appropriate. The supplement from OPB will include FICA costs. As such, the Governor’s Office of  
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Planning and Budget (OPB) will require eligible entities to submit payroll information to show if they contribute 
to the Old Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance (OASDI) program or pay Medicare for their Federal Insurance 
Contributions Act (FICA) payroll taxes so that when the grant is issued through payroll, eligible employees will 
receive the full amount. 
 
Will the Law Enforcement and First Responder Supplement be subject to retirement withholdings? 
In accordance with the retirement withholding decision for the recent supplement payments to state employees 
and teachers, the Law Enforcement and First Responder Supplement will not be subject to retirement 
withholding. Supplements do not represent a salary change for the purposes of retirement calculation and thus 
are not subject to retirement withholdings.  Therefore, the only expected fringe that would be associated with 
these supplemental payments is FICA. 
 
Can eligible employees receive a Public Safety Officials and First Responder Supplement Grant from more 
than one entity? 
No.  Each eligible employee may only receive one grant payment.  If an individual works for more than one 
entity, the primary employer should issue the supplement.  Individuals who work for more than one employer 
and receive multiple payments should return any overpayment.  Failure to do so may result in prosecution for 
fraud. 
 
How long will it take for the county to receive the Law Enforcement and First Responder Supplement 
payment? 
Requests for payment from the grant will be reviewed as they are submitted.  If there are questions regarding 
the documentation, OPB will communicate directly with the authorized user for clarification or additional 
information if needed.  Once the application is approved, the grant payment will be issued to the Grantee.  The 
Grantee will then disburse the grant to the eligible employees. 
 
REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 
 
What documentation will be required to submit with the Public Safety Officials and First Responders 
Supplement Grantapplication? 
Applicants must provide payroll information, including each eligible employee name, position title, active pay 
status, full time status, certification title and number, and reflect that the individual was an employee during the 
period between August 1 and August 31 of 2021.  Payroll information must also show whether the department 
or entity contributes to the Old Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance (OASDI) program or pays Medicare for its 
Federal Insurance Contributions Act (FICA) payroll taxes.  OPB is developing further instructions for counties to 
use to apply for the supplement that will be accessible on the website.  While entities can submit a spreadsheet 



 
 

OFFICE OF PLANNING AND BUDGET 
 
Brian P. Kemp                     Kelly Farr 
  Governor                      Director 

 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

Office:  404-656-3820 2 Capitol Square, S.W., Atlanta, Georgia 30334              Fax:  404-656-3828 

listing the eligible employees and other required information, OPB also will want to review reports or 
screenshots from the county’s payroll system. 
 
Can an applicant submit multiple applications for the Law Enforcement and First Responder Supplement 
Grant?  Applicants may submit documentation of all employees eligible to receive the grant via one payment 
request or they may submit multiple payment requests.  For example, a county may choose to submit separate 
payment requests for POST-certified employees, firefighters, and others.  As long as there are no duplications in 
the employees listed, it is acceptable to break up the applications. However, by submitting separate requests for 
each category (POST-certified employees, firefighters, etc., any return for revision that you may receive will not 
delay payment on your other payment submissions.   
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About This Document 

 

This agreement (the “Grant Agreement” or “Agreement”) is entered into between the State of 

Georgia (the “State”) and the undersigned grantee (“Grantee”) (hereinafter collectively referred to 

as the “Parties”).  This Grant Agreement sets forth the terms and conditions applicable to payments 

distributed by the State in the form of payments using grant funds to the Grantee from the State 

Fiscal Recovery Fund (SFRF) established within Section 602 of the Social Security Act, as added 

by Section 9901 of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), Pub. L. No. 117-2 (03/11/2021), 

(hereinafter referred to as “Grant”). The Grantee’s official representative, whose signature appears 

below, will execute the interest and responsibilities of the Grantee. 

 

These requirements are in addition to those that can be found within the grant management 

system administered by the Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget (“OPB”), GeorgiaGrants 

(formerly known as GeorgiaCares), to which the Grantee agrees when accepting the Grant. Other 

state and federal requirements and conditions may apply to the Grant, including but not limited to 

2 C.F.R. § 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements 

for Federal Awards, and applicable subparts; the State funding announcement under which Grant 

payments are distributed; and any applicable documents referenced in the documents listed above. 

 

To the extent the terms and conditions of this Grant Agreement do not address a particular 

circumstance or are otherwise unclear or ambiguous, such terms and conditions are to be construed 

consistent with the general objectives, expectations and purposes of this Grant Agreement and in 

all cases, according to its fair meaning. The Grantee acknowledges that it and its counsel have 

reviewed this Grant Agreement and that any rule of construction to the effect that any ambiguities 

are to be resolved against the drafting party shall not be employed in the interpretation of this Grant 

Agreement. Any vague, ambiguous or conflicting terms shall be interpreted and construed in such 

a manner as to accomplish the purpose of the Grant Agreement.
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1. Definitions 

 

1.1 As used in this Agreement, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

 

1. “ARPA” means H.R. 1319, the federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Pub. L. 

No. 117-2 (03/11/2021). 

 

2. “Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Funds” or “CSFRF” means the fund 

established within Section 602 of the Social Security Act, as added by Section 9901 of 

the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), Pub. L. No. 117-2 (03/11/2021). 

 

 

3. “GeorgiaGrants (formerly known as GeorgiaCares)” means the grant management 

system administered by OPB to facilitate distribution or reimbursement of allowable 

expenditures of CSFRF to the Grantee.  

 

4. “Grant” means the payments distributed by the State in the form of a grant to the 

Grantee from the CSFRF. 

 

5. “Grant Agreement” or “Agreement” means this agreement between the State of 

Georgia and the Grantee as defined by the CSFRF Terms and Conditions and its 

incorporated documents. 

 

6. “Grantee” means the undersigned entity. 

 

7. “Public Safety Officials and First Responders” Means  individuals who hold  active, 

valid certifications as law enforcement officers, jail or prison officers, or 

communications officers from the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training 

Council (POST); as firefighters from the Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training 

Council (GFSTC); or as emergency services workers from the Georgia Department of 

Public Health; who are employed full-time (or an average of 40 hours per week) in 

roles requiring their respective certifications, or who are volunteer firefighters in active 

standing on their department’s roster as submitted to GFSTC. 

 

8. “OPB” means the Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget. 

 

9. “Parties” means collectively the parties to this Agreement, namely, the State and the 

Grantee.  

 

10. “State” means the State of Georgia. 
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2. General Requirements and Conditions 
 

2.1 Applicability of Grant Agreement and Provisions 

 

This Grant Agreement is subject to the additional terms, conditions and requirements of other laws, 

rules, regulations, and plans recited herein and is intended to be the full and complete expression 

of and constitutes the entire agreement between the parties hereto with respect to the subject matter 

hereof and all prior and contemporaneous understandings, agreements, promises, representations 

and terms and conditions, both oral and written, are superseded and replaced by this Grant 

Agreement. 

 

Notwithstanding any expiration or termination of this Grant Agreement, the rights and obligations 

pertaining to the Grant close-out, cooperation and provision of additional information, return of 

Grant funds, audit rights, records retention, public information and any other provision implying 

survivability shall remain in effect after the expiration or termination of this Grant Agreement. 

 

2.2 Legal Authority  

 

The Grantee certifies that it possesses legal authority to enter into this Grant Agreement and accept 

payments for which the Grantee is eligible pursuant to the funding announcement. By submitting 

requests or receiving reimbursement for requests made within the scope of this Grantee 

Agreement, Grantee certifies that it is an employer of qualified public safety officials and first 

responder personnel and is authorized to submit such requests as defined in this Agreement, and 

that requests for payment will be based on the Grantee’s active payroll or active volunteer 

firefighter roster as of August of 2021.   

 

Grantee hereby represents and warrants that it has the power and is duly authorized to enter into 

this Grant Agreement with regard to all matters described herein upon the terms set forth and that 

the persons executing this Agreement on behalf of Grantee are the authorized agents of Grantee 

for the purpose of executing this Agreement.  The Parties acknowledge and agree that this 

Agreement constitutes a valid and legally binding obligation of each Party, enforceable in 

accordance with its terms.    

 

2.3 Grant Acceptance 

 

The state funding announcement remains an offer until the fully and appropriately executed copy 

of this Grant Agreement is received by OPB.  Upon approval of the Grant Agreement, OPB or its 

designee will issue a statement of confirmation or acceptance (“funding announcement”) to the 

Grantee through Grantee’s representative listed in Section 1.20 of this Agreement, upon receipt of 

which the Grantee may begin submissions to Georgia Grants (formerly known as GeorgiaCares) 

for reimbursement as specified in this Agreement. 

 

2.4 Performance Period 

 

Funding has been authorized for eligible payments to be made by the Grantee during the 
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performance period for this Grant which is between October 1, 2021 and December 31, 2021 or 

the date of exhaustion of funding for the purpose of this Grant as solely determined by OPB, 

whichever is earlier (“performance period”). All funds must be expended before the end of the 

liquidation period as referenced in Section 7.6. The Grantee must submit their request for payment 

through GeorgiaGrants (formerly known as GeorgiaCares) for this Grant by no later than 

December 31, 2021. The state will not be obligated to reimburse expenses incurred prior to or after 

the performance period.  

 

2.5 General Responsibility and Compliance 

 

Employers of public safety officials and first responders must submit a request on behalf of their 

qualifying employees.  Local governments, including municipal and county governments, must 

apply on behalf of all qualifying employees within their jurisdiction.  Local governments must 

submit a separate payment request for each department within their jurisdiction.  Payroll 

information must show each employee’s name, position title, active pay status, full time status, 

certification title and number, and reflect that the individual was an employee during the period 

between August 1 and August 31 of 2021.   Due to the volume of requests for reimbursement and 

the limited performance period, Grantee is solely responsible for determining the accuracy of 

documentation submitted for submitted under this Agreement. 

 

Grant funds may only be used to provide a $1,000 supplement for full-time public safety officials 

and first responders or $300 supplement for volunteer firefighters and associated federal payroll 

taxes.  Payments to individuals are classified as taxable wages.  The Grantee is responsible for 

paying all federal payroll taxes and reflecting payments to recipients on forms W-2 or 1099 as 

applicable.  Payments will be made directly to the Grantee only.  

 

Qualifying employees must hold a valid and active certification as a law enforcement officer, jail 

officer, communications officer, firefighter, or emergency medical technician from the state from 

either the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training Council (POST), Georgia Firefighter 

Standards and Training Council (GFSTC), or Department of Public Health (DPH) and currently 

serve full-time in a position requiring such certification.  Qualifying individuals who work as a 

first responder in two or more jurisdictions may only receive a supplement through their primary 

employer. The Grantee is responsible for ensuring that payments are only made to individuals for 

whom they are the primary employer.  The Grantee must remit to the Office of Planning and 

Budget any funds received for an individual who has received the supplemental payment through 

another employer.   

 

In addition to prohibited costs set forth under Section 6 of this Agreement, grant funds may not be 

used to supplant any other announced supplemental or premium pay for public safety officials or 

first responders or for other salaries, wages, overtime costs, insurance, employee fringe benefits, 

or other indirect expenses associated with administration or processing. 

 

Requests for payments for eligible staff must be received by December 31, 2021 or the date of 

exhaustion of funding as solely determined by OPB, whichever is earlier. The Grantee will be 

responsible for submitting the required documentation for reimbursement as specified by OPB 

through GeorgiaGrants (formerly known as GeorgiaCares).  
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Recipients of CSFRF Grant funds must adhere to any applicable federal and state statutes, rules, 

or regulations as applicable in the expenditure of these funds, and including but not limited to 

Executive Orders issued by the Governor; requirements, guidelines, and directives issued by OPB 

for GeorgiaGrants (formerly known as GeorgiaCares).  The Grantee also certifies that it is subject 

to the requirements of Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. r. 111-8-56-.01 et seq. governing Grantees.  In the 

event that one or more provisions of said applicable state statutes, rules, or regulations shall 

conflict with the applicable federal laws, rules, or regulations, the federal law, rule, or regulation 

shall control, however, in the event that the state statute, rule, or regulation is more restrictive it 

shall control.   

 

The Grantee certifies compliance with these eligible expenses by executing this Grant Agreement, 

including the American Rescue Plan Act CSFRF Eligibility Certification Form in Exhibit C, which 

is attached hereto and incorporated for all purposes. 

 

The Grantee is responsible for the integrity of the documents submitted through GeorgiaGrants 

(formerly known as GeorgiaCares) in support of claims for payments of expenditures; 

accountability for all funds awarded; and compliance with state guidelines, policies and procedures 

and applicable federal and state laws and regulations. 

 

The Grantee will document appropriate protocols and procedures to support the types of 

expenditures claimed for reimbursement and to ensure that all terms, conditions and 

specifications of the Grant are met. 

 

The Grantee agrees to maintain an accounting system or process integrated with adequate internal 

fiscal and management controls to capture and report Grant data with accuracy, providing full 

accountability for expenditures. This system or process shall provide reasonable assurance that the 

Grantee is managing federal and state financial assistance programs in compliance with all 

applicable laws and regulations, including the reporting requirements outlined by the United States 

Department of the Treasury, except that records pertaining to this Grant Agreement must be 

retained for the period indicated in Section 5.4 of this Agreement.  

 

2.6 Amendments and Changes to the Grant Agreement 

 

The state may make changes to the Grant. Changes include, but are not limited to, modifying the 

scope of the Grant Project, adding funds to previously un-awarded cost items or categories, or 

changing funds in any awarded cost items or category. In the event the State determines that 

changes are necessary to the Grant award document after an award has been made, including 

changes to the performance period or terms and conditions, the Grantee will be notified of the 

changes in writing, and any such changes shall be documented in GeorgiaGrants (formerly known 

as GeorgiaCares). 

 

The Grantee has no right or entitlement to payment or reimbursement with Grant funds. The 

Grantee agrees that nothing in this Grant Agreement will be interpreted to create an obligation or 

liability of the state in excess of the availability of funds for reimbursement as described in the 

funding announcement.  The Grantee agrees that any act, action or representation by either party, 
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their agents or employees that purports to waive or alter the terms of this Grant Agreement or 

increase the maximum liability of the state is void unless an amendment to this Grant Agreement 

is consented to by both parties in writing and is documented in GeorgiaGrants (formerly known as 

GeorgiaCares). Notwithstanding this requirement, it is understood and agreed by the parties hereto 

that changes in local, state and federal rules, regulations or laws applicable hereto may occur 

during the term of this Grant Agreement and that any such changes shall be automatically 

incorporated into this Grant Agreement without written amendment hereto, and shall become a 

part hereof as of the effective date of the rule, regulation or law.   

 

2.7 Public Information and Meetings 

 

Notwithstanding any provisions of this Grant Agreement to the contrary, the Grantee 

acknowledges that the State of Georgia, OPB, and this Grant Agreement are subject to the Georgia 

Open Records Act, O.C.G.A. § 50-18-71, et seq (ORA). The Grantee acknowledges that OPB will 

comply with the ORA, as interpreted by judicial opinions and opinions of the Attorney General of 

the State of Georgia. 

 

The Grantee acknowledges that information created or exchanged in connection with this Grant 

Agreement, including all reimbursement documentation submitted to OPB, is subject to the ORA, 

whether created or produced by the Grantee or any third party, and the Grantee agrees that 

information not otherwise excepted from disclosure under the ORA will be available in a format 

that is accessible by the public at no additional charge to OPB or the State. The Grantee will 

cooperate with the State and OPB in the production of documents or information responsive to a 

request for information. 

 

2.8  Remedies for Non-Compliance 

 

If the State determines that the Grantee fails to comply with any term of this Grant Agreement, 

whether stated in a federal or state statute or regulation, an assurance, a state plan or application, 

a funding announcement, or any other applicable requirement, the State, in its sole discretion, may 

take actions including: 

 

1. Imposing sanctions; 

 

2. Temporarily withholding payments pending correction of the deficiency or imposing a 

corrective action plan intended to bring the Grantee into compliance with this Grant Agreement.  

A corrective action plan shall be a compulsory set of actions mandated by OPB that will ensure 

the Grantee will take certain actions to bring it into compliance with the terms of this Grant 

Agreement.  If the Grantee fails to complete any imposed corrective action plan within 60 days, 

OPB reserves the right to require the Grantee to return any previous Grant fund reimbursements 

in a manner and timeframe as determined by OPB; 

 

3. Requiring the Grantee to return or offset previous reimbursements to OPB in a manner and 

timeframe as determined by OPB.  By entering into this Grant Agreement, Grantee specifically 

accepts and acknowledges that any noncompliance with the terms of this Grant Agreement 

shall entitle the State to implement this remedy, regardless of whether or not the previous 
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reimbursements were made for allowable costs; 

 

4. Disallowing or denying use of funds for all or part of the cost of the activity or action not 

in compliance; 

 

5. Disallowing claims for reimbursement; 

 

6. Wholly or partially suspending or terminating the Grant; 

 

7. Prohibiting the Grantee from applying for or receiving additional funds for other grant 

programs administered by the State until repayment to OPB is made and any other compliance 

or audit finding is satisfactorily resolved; or 

 

8. Taking other remedies or appropriate actions. 

 

If OPB elects to implement whole or partial suspension or termination of the Grantee’s Grant in 

accordance with this Section of the Grant Agreement, the Grantee’s costs resulting from Grant 

eligible expenditures incurred during any such suspension or after termination of the Grant are not 

allowable costs unless OPB expressly authorizes them either in the notice of suspension or 

termination or subsequently. 

 

The State, at its sole discretion, may impose sanctions without first requiring a corrective action 

plan. 

 

The Grantee acknowledges and agrees that the State has the rights and remedies stated above and 

any other rights and remedies set forth in this Grant Agreement which are fair and reasonable, and 

further acknowledges and agrees that no action taken by the State to assert or enforce any of these 

rights or remedies shall excuse the Grantee from performance of its obligations under this 

Agreement.   

 

To the extent allowed by law, the Grantee waives any claims to dismiss obligations to pay the State 

for amounts owed due to non-compliance stemming from the Grantee’s actions to dissolve, 

become insolvent, seek bankruptcy protection, or exercise other actions appearing to affect its 

ability to pay. 
 

2.9 False Statements by Grantee 

 

By acceptance of this Grant Agreement, the Grantee makes all the statements, representations, 

warranties, guarantees, certifications, and affirmations included in this Grant Agreement. If 

applicable, the Grantee will comply with the requirements of 31 U.S.C. § 3729-3733, which set 

forth that no grantee of federal payments shall submit a false claim for payment. 

 

If any of the statements, representations, certifications, affirmations, warranties or guarantees are 

false or if the Grantee signs or executes this Grant Agreement with a false statement or it is 

subsequently determined that the Grantee has violated any of the statements, representations, 

warranties, guarantees, certifications or affirmations included in this Grant Agreement, then the 
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State may consider this action or activity a possible default under this Grant Agreement and may 

terminate or void this Grant Agreement for cause and pursue other remedies available to the State 

under this Grant Agreement and applicable law. False statements or claims made in connection 

with grants may result in fines, imprisonment, and debarment from participating in federal grants 

or contracts and/or any other remedy available by law, potentially including the provisions of 31 

U.S.C. § 3801-3812, which details the administrative remedies for false claims and statements 

made. 

 

2.10 Conflict of Interest Safeguards 

 

The Grantee will establish safeguards to prohibit its employees from using their positions for a 

purpose that constitutes or presents the appearance of personal or organizational conflict of interest 

or personal gain, whether for themselves or others, particularly those with whom they have family, 

business, or other ties. The Grantee will operate with complete independence and objectivity 

without actual, potential or apparent conflict of interest with respect to its performance under this 

Grant Agreement in accordance with Title 45 Chapter 10 of the O.C.G.A, 18 U.S.C. § 666, 18 

U.S.C. § 1031, and 2 C.F.R. § 200.318.  

 

2.11 Fraud, Waste and Abuse 

 

The Grantee acknowledges and assents that the State of Georgia shall not tolerate fraud, waste or 

misuse of funds received from any state entity (See Title 45 Chapter 10 of the O.C.G.A.) and that 

any violation of state or federal  law, state policies or standards of ethical conduct shall result 

in penalties including, but not limited to, suspension of current and future funds or reimbursement, 

suspension or debarment from federal and state grants, recoupment of monies reimbursed or 

provided under an award, remedies set forth in 2 C.F.R. § 200.338, and civil and/or criminal 

penalties. 

 

In the event the Grantee becomes aware of any allegation or a finding of fraud, waste or misuse 

of funds received from OPB that is made against the Grantee or of fraud, waste, false statements, 

or other errors in any submission for reimbursement, the Grantee is required to immediately report 

said allegation or finding to the U.S. Department of the Treasury Office of the Inspector General1 

and to OPB and must continue to inform OPB of the status of any such on-going investigations. 

The Grantee must also promptly refer to OPB as well as the appropriate federal authorities, 

including, but not limited to, the U.S. Department of the Treasury Office of the Inspector General,  

any credible evidence that a principal, employee, agent, grantee, contractor, subcontractor or 

other person has -- (1) submitted a claim for reimbursement or award funds that violates the 

False Claims Act; or (2) committed a criminal or civil violation of laws pertaining to fraud, conflict 

of interest, bribery, gratuity or similar misconduct involving reimbursement or award funds. 

Grantees must also immediately notify OPB in writing of any misappropriation of funds, fraud, 

theft, embezzlement, forgery, or any other serious irregularities indicating noncompliance with 

grant requirements. Grantees must notify the local prosecutor's office of any possible criminal 

                                                           
1 See 2 C.F.R. § 200.113.  Disclosure, in a timely manner, to the Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity is 

mandatory for all violations of Federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially 

affecting the Federal award.  Failure to make required disclosures can result in any of the remedies described in 2 

C.F.R. § 200.338.   
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violations. Grantees must immediately notify OPB in writing if this Grant Project or personnel, as 

it pertains to the scope of this Grant, become involved in any litigation, whether civil or criminal, 

and the Grantee must immediately forward a copy of any demand, notices, subpoenas, lawsuits or 

indictments to OPB. 

 

2.12 Termination of the Agreement 

 

The State may, at its sole discretion, terminate this Grant Agreement, without recourse, liability or 

penalty against the State, upon written notice to the Grantee. In the event the Grantee fails to 

perform or comply with an obligation or a term, condition or provision of this Grant Agreement, 

the State may, upon written notice to the Grantee, terminate this Grant Agreement for cause, 

without further notice or opportunity to cure. Such notification of termination for cause will state 

the effective date of such termination, and if no effective date is specified, the effective date will 

be the date of the notification. 

 

The State and the Grantee may mutually agree to terminate this Grant Agreement at any time. The 

State, in its sole discretion, will determine if, as part of the agreed termination, the Grantee is 

required to return any or all of the reimbursed funds. 

 

Termination is not an exclusive remedy but will be in addition to any other rights and remedies 

provided in equity, by law or under this Grant Agreement, including those remedies listed at 2 

C.F.R. § 200.207 and 2 C.F.R. § 200.338 – 200.342. Following termination by the State, the  

Grantee shall continue to be obligated to OPB for the return of reimbursed Grant funds in 

accordance with applicable provisions of this Grant Agreement. In the event of termination under 

this Section, the State may elect to reimburse the Grantee but any such reimbursement shall be 

limited to allowable costs incurred and paid by the Grantee prior to the effective date of 

termination. Termination of this Grant Agreement for any reason or the expiration of this Grant 

Agreement shall not release the parties from any liability or obligation set forth in this Grant 

Agreement that is expressly stated to survive any such termination or expiration. 

 

2.13 Limitation of Liability 

 

TO THE EXTENT ALLOWED BY LAW, THE GRANTEE SHALL DEFEND, INDEMNIFY 

AND HOLD HARMLESS THE STATE OF GEORGIA, OPB AND/OR THEIR OFFICERS, 

REGENTS, AGENTS, EMPLOYEES, REPRESENTATIVES, CONTRACTORS, ASSIGNEES 

AND/OR DESIGNEES FROM ANY AND ALL LIABILITY, ACTIONS, CLAIMS, DEMANDS, 

OR SUITS, AND ALL RELATED COSTS, ATTORNEY FEES, AND EXPENSES ARISING 

OUT OF, OR RESULTING FROM, ANY ACTS, OMISSIONS, OR NEGLIGENCE OF THE 

GRANTEE OR ITS AGENTS, EMPLOYEES, SUBCONTRACTORS, ORDER FULFILLERS, 

OR SUPPLIERS OF SUBCONTRACTORS IN THE EXECUTION OR PERFORMANCE OF 

THIS GRANT AGREEMENT, ANY PURCHASE ORDERS, INVOICES, OR OTHER PROOF 

OF INCURRED EXPENSES ISSUED UNDER OR SUBMITTED FOR REIMBURSEMENT 

PURSUANT TO THIS GRANT AGREEMENT, AND ANY MATTERS CONCERNING THE 

ADMINISTRATION, SUFFICIENCY, OR ACCURACY OF COVID-19 TESTING SERVICES, 

SUPPLIES OR RESULTS THEREFROM. THE DEFENSE SHALL BE COORDINATED BY 

THE GRANTEE WITH THE OFFICE OF THE GEORGIA ATTORNEY GENERAL WHEN 
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STATE AGENCIES ARE NAMED DEFENDANTS IN ANY LAWSUIT AND THE GRANTEE 

MAY NOT AGREE TO ANY SETTLEMENT WITHOUT FIRST OBTAINING THE 

CONCURRENCE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GEORGIA ATTORNEY GENERAL. THE 

GRANTEE AND THE STATE AGREE TO FURNISH TIMELY WRITTEN NOTICE TO EACH 

OTHER OF ANY SUCH CLAIM. 

 

The Grantee agrees that no provision of this Grant Agreement is in any way intended to constitute a 

waiver by the State, OPB, or their officers, regents, employees, agents, or contractors, of any 

privileges, rights, defenses, remedies, or immunities from suit and liability that OPB or the State 

may have by operation of law. 

 

2.14 Dispute Resolution 

 

The parties’ designees will meet as needed to implement the terms of this Grant Agreement and 

will make a good faith attempt to informally resolve any disputes. 

 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Grant Agreement to the contrary, unless otherwise 

requested or approved in writing by OPB, the Grantee shall continue performance and shall not be 

excused from performance during the period any breach of this Grant Agreement, claim or dispute 

is pending. 

 

 

The laws of the State of Georgia govern this Grant Agreement and all disputes arising out of or 

relating to this Grant Agreement, without regard to any otherwise applicable conflict of law rules 

or requirements. Venue for any action, suit, litigation, or other proceeding arising out of or in any 

way relating to this Grant Agreement shall be commenced exclusively in the Superior Court of 

Fulton County, Georgia. 

 

The Grantee hereby irrevocably and unconditionally consents to the exclusive jurisdiction of the 

court referenced above for the purpose of prosecuting and/or defending such litigation. The Grantee 

hereby waives and agrees not to assert by way of motion, as a defense, or otherwise, in any suit, 

action or proceeding, any claim that the Grantee is not personally subject to the jurisdiction of the 

above-named courts; the suit, action or proceeding is brought in an inconvenient forum; and/or the 

venue is improper. 

 

2.15 Liability for Taxes 

 

The Grantee agrees and acknowledges that Grantee is entirely responsible for the liability and 

payment of Grantee and Grantee’s employees’ wages, insurance, and taxes of whatever kind, 

arising out of or related to the performances in this Grant Agreement. The Grantee agrees to 

comply with all state and federal laws applicable to any such persons, including laws regarding 

wages, taxes, insurance, and workers' compensation. Neither OPB nor the State shall be liable to 

the Grantee, its employees, its agents or others for the payment of taxes or the provision of 

unemployment insurance or workers’ compensation or any benefit available to a State employee 

or employee of OPB. 
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2.16 Required Assurances 

 

The Grantee must comply with the applicable Grantee Assurances, which are attached hereto and 

incorporated for all purposes as Exhibit A. 

 

2.17 System for Award Management (SAM) Requirements 

 

To the extent applicable to Grantee’s reimbursement under this Grant, the Grantee agrees to 

comply with applicable requirements regarding registration with the System for Award 

Management (SAM) or with a successor government-wide system officially designated by OMB 

and, if applicable, the federal funding agency. These requirements include maintaining current 

registrations and the currency of the information in SAM. The Grantee will review and update 

information at least annually until submission of the final financial report required under the award 

or receipt of final payment, whichever is later, as required by 2 C.F.R. § 25. 

 

The Grantee will comply with 2 C.F.R. § 180 that implement Exec. Order 12549, 3 C.F.R. 189 

(1986) and Exec. Order 12689, 3 C.F.R. 235 (1989) that requires “a contract award (see 2 C.F.R. 

§ 180.220) must not be made to parties listed on the government-wide exclusions in the System 

for Award Management (SAM)”, in accordance with the OMB guidelines at 2 C.F.R. Part 180 that 

implement Exec. Order 12549, 3 C.F.R. 189 (1986) and  Exec. Order 12689, 3 C.F.R. 235 (1989), 

“Debarment and Suspension.” SAM Exclusions contains the names of parties debarred, suspended 

or otherwise excluded by agencies, as well as parties declared ineligible under statutory or 

regulatory authority. The Grantee certifies it will verify each vendor’s status to ensure the vendor is 

not debarred, suspended, otherwise excluded or declared ineligible by checking the SAM before 

doing/renewing business with that vendor. 

 

The Grantee certifies by executing Exhibit B of this Agreement that it and its principals are eligible 

to participate in this Grant Agreement and have not been subjected to suspension, debarment or 

similar ineligibility determined by any federal, state or local governmental entity; the Grantee is 

in compliance with the State of Georgia statutes and rules relating to procurement; and the Grantee 

is not listed in the federal government’s terrorism watch list as described in federal Exec. Order 

13224, 3 C.F.R § 2001 Comp. p. 49077. 

 

2.18 No Obligation by Federal Government 

 

The parties acknowledge and agree that the federal government is not a party to this Grant 

Agreement and is not subject to any obligations or liabilities to either party, third party or 

subcontractor pertaining to any matter resulting from this Grant Agreement. 

 

2.19 Notice 

 

Any and all notices, designations, consents, offers, acceptances or any other communication 

provided for herein shall be given in writing by registered or certified mail with return receipt 

requested, to a party hereto and shall be addressed to the person who signed the Grant Agreement 

on behalf of the party at the address set forth below or to such other address as the parties may 

designate by notice from time to time in accordance with this Grant Agreement. 
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If to Grantee:  

 

NAME  {{*adb_name1                                                                                 }}  

ADDRESS  {{*adb_address1:multiline(2)                                                           }}  

EMAIL  {{*adb_email1                                                                                  }}  

PHONE  {{*adb_phonenumber1                                                                    }}  

 

If to OPB: Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget 

  2 Capitol Square SW 

  Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

grants@opb.georgia.gov 

 

2.20 Force Majeure 

 

Neither the Grantee nor the State shall be required to perform any obligation under this Grant 

Agreement or be liable or responsible for any loss or damage resulting from its failure to perform 

so long as performance is delayed by force majeure or acts of God, including but not limited to 

labor shortages caused by strikes or lockouts, embargo, war, terrorism, flood, natural disaster. 

Each party must inform the other in writing, with proof of receipt, within three (3) business 

days of the existence of such force majeure, or otherwise waive this right as a defense.  

 

2.21 Severability 

 

If any provision of this Grant Agreement is rendered or declared illegal for any reason, or shall be 

invalid or unenforceable, this Grant Agreement shall be interpreted as though such provision was 

modified or deleted in such manner so as to afford the party for whose benefit it was intended the 

fullest benefit commensurate with making this Grant Agreement, as modified, enforceable, and 

the remainder of this Grant Agreement and the application of such provision to other persons or 

circumstances shall not be affected thereby, but shall be enforced to the greatest extent permitted by 

applicable law. 

 

3. Warranties 
 

3.1 E-Verify 

 

Grantee, by signing this Agreement, represents and warrants that it will comply with the 

requirements of O.C.G.A. § 50-36-1 entitled “Verification of Lawful Presence Within United 

States” and verify the lawful presence in the United States of any natural person 18 years of age 

who has applied for state or local public benefits, as defined in 8 U.S.C. § 1621, or for federal 

public benefits, defined in 8 U.S.C. § 1611, that is administered by an agency or a political 

subdivision of this State. 

 

mailto:grants@opb.georgia.gov
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Grantee, by signing this Agreement, represents and warrants that it will comply with the 

requirements of O.C.G.A. § 13-10-90 entitled “Security and Immigration Compliance.” This 

requires, among other things, that every public employer, including, but not limited to, every 

municipality and county, will register and participate in the federal work authorization program to 

verify employment eligibility of all newly hired employees. 

 

3.2 Compliance with Federal Law, Regulations and Executive Orders 

 

Grantee represents and warrants that federal financial assistance funds will be used to fund or 

reimburse claims made under this Grant Agreement. The Grantee will comply with all applicable 

federal law, regulations, executive orders, policies, procedures, and directives. 

 

3.3 Clean Air Act 

 

The following is only applicable if the amount of the contract exceeds $150,000. 

 

1. Grantee represents and warrants that it shall comply with all applicable standards, orders or 

regulations issued pursuant to the Clean Air Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 7401, et seq. 

 

2. Grantee represents and warrants to report each violation to the appropriate federal authorities 

as well as OPB and acknowledges and agrees that the State will, in turn, report each violation 

as required to assure notification to the appropriate federal authorities and the appropriate 

Environmental Protection Agency Regional Office. 

 

3. Grantee represents and warrants to include these requirements in each subcontract exceeding 

$150,000 financed in whole or in part with federal assistance provided by this Grant 

Agreement. 

 

3.4 Federal Water Pollution Control Act 

 

Grantee represents and warrants that it shall comply with all applicable standards, orders or 

regulations issued pursuant to the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended, 33 U.S.C. § 

1251, et seq. 

 

Grantee represents and warrants to report each violation to the appropriate federal authorities as 

well as OPB and acknowledges and agrees that the State will, in turn, report each violation as 

required to assure notification to the appropriate federal authorities and the appropriate 

Environmental Protection Agency Regional Office. 

 

Grantee represents and warrants that it shall include these requirements in each subcontract 

exceeding $150,000 financed in whole or in part with federal assistance provided by this Grant 

Agreement. 

 

3.5 Energy Conservation 

 

If applicable, Grantee represents and warrants that it shall comply with mandatory standards and 
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policies relating to energy efficiency which are contained in the state energy conservation plan 

issued in compliance with the Energy Policy and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. § 6201). 

 

3.6 Procurement of Recovered Materials 

 

Grantee represents and warrants that it shall comply with Section 6002 of the Solid Waste Disposal 

Act, as amended by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. The requirements of Section 

6002 include procuring only items designated in guidelines of the Environmental Protection 

Agency at 40 C. F.R. § 247 that contain the highest percentage of recovered materials practicable, 

consistent with maintaining a satisfactory level of competition. 

 

3.7 Copyright, Patents, and Intellectual Property Rights 

 

Grantee represents and warrants that it shall affix the applicable copyright notices of 17 U.S.C. § 

401 or 402 and an acknowledgement of United States Government sponsorship (including the 

award number) to any work first produced under federal financial assistance awards. 

 

 

Unless otherwise provided by law, Grantee is subject to 35 U.S.C. § 200, et seq. All Grantees are 

subject to the specific requirements governing the development, reporting and disposition of rights 

to inventions and patents resulting from federal financial assistance awards located at 37 C.F.R. § 

401 and the standard patent rights clause located at 37 C.F.R. § 401.14. 

 

3.8 Federal Debt Status 

 

Grantee represents and warrants they are and will be non-delinquent in their repayment of any 

federal debt. Examples of relevant debt include delinquent payroll and other taxes, audit 

disallowances and benefit overpayments. 

 

3.9 Terminated Contracts 

 

Grantee represents and warrants it has not had a contract terminated or been denied the renewal 

of any contract for noncompliance with policies or regulations of any state or federally funded 

program within the past five (5) years nor is it currently prohibited from contracting with a 

governmental agency. If the Grantee does have such a terminated contract, the Grantee shall 

identify the contract and provide an explanation for the termination. The Grantee acknowledges 

that this Grant Agreement may be terminated and payment withheld or return of grant funds or 

reimbursement required if this certification is inaccurate or false. 

 

3.10  Reporting Requirements 

 

The Grantee represents and warrants that it shall provide adequate support for the payment of grant 

funds in GeorgiaGrants (formerly known as GeorgiaCares). Financial documentation to support 

each request for payment shall be submitted in GeorgiaGrants (formerly known as GeorgiaCares) 

no later than December 31, 2021.  
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3.11 Drug-Free Workplace 

 

The Grantee certifies by executing Exhibit B of this Agreement that it is in compliance with the 

Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988, implemented at 34 C.F.R. § 85(f), for Grantee, as defined at 

34 C.F.R. § 85, § 85.605 and 85.610. 

 

 

4.  Property and Procurement Requirements 

 

4.1 [Reserved] 

  

   

5. Audit and Records Requirements 
 

5.1  Cooperation with Monitoring, Audits, Records Requirements, Assessments and 

Evaluations 

 

All records and expenditures are subject to, and the Grantee agrees to comply with, monitoring, 

examinations, demand for documents, production of personnel, access to systems, and/or audits 

conducted by any and all federal or state officials and auditors, including but not limited to, the U.S. 

Department of the Treasury Inspector General, OPB, the Georgia Department of Audits and 

Accounts, the State of Georgia Inspector General, and the Department of Community Affairs, or 

their duly authorized representatives or designees. The Grantee shall maintain, under GAAP or 

GASB, adequate records that enable federal and state officials and auditors to ensure proper 

accounting for all costs, reimbursement, and performances related to this Grant Agreement. 

 

5.2  Single Audit Requirements 

 

To the extent applicable to Grantee’s reimbursement under this Grant, Grantees that are 

reimbursed $750,000.00 or more of federal funds during their fiscal year are required to submit an 

organization-wide financial and compliance audit report. The audit must be performed in 

accordance with the Government Accountability Office's Government Auditing Standards, which 

may be accessed online at http://www.gao.gov/govaud/ybkOl.htm, and in accordance with 2 

C.F.R. § 200.514 Scope of Audit. Audit reports are currently due to the Federal Audit 

Clearinghouse no later than nine months after the end of the recipient's fiscal year.  

 

In addition, Grantee must submit the audit report to the State, by sending a copy to the Georgia 

Department of Audits and Accounts, 270 Washington Street, SW, Room I-156, Atlanta, Georgia 

30334-8400.  

 

If required to submit an audit report under the requirements of 2 C.F.R. § 200(f), the Grantee shall 

provide OPB with written documentation showing that it has complied with the single audit 

requirements. The Grantee shall immediately notify OPB in writing at any time that it is required 

to conduct a single audit and provide documentation within a reasonable time period showing 

compliance with the single audit requirement. 
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5.3  Requirement to Address Audit Findings 

 

If any audit, monitoring, investigations, review of awards or other compliance review reveals any 

discrepancies, inadequacies or deficiencies which are necessary to correct in order to maintain 

compliance with this Grant Agreement, applicable laws, regulations, or the Grantee's obligations 

hereunder, the Grantee agrees to propose and submit to OPB a corrective action plan to correct 

such discrepancies or inadequacies within thirty (30) calendar days after the Grantee's receipt of 

the findings. The Grantee's corrective action plan is subject to the approval of OPB. 

 

The Grantee understands and agrees that the Grantee must make every effort to address and resolve 

all outstanding issues, findings or actions identified by federal or state officials and auditors 

through the corrective action plan or any other corrective plan. Failure to address these findings 

promptly and adequately may result in grant reimbursement being withheld, other related 

requirements being imposed or other sanctions and penalties. The Grantee agrees to complete any 

corrective action approved by OPB within the time period specified by OPB and to the satisfaction 

of OPB, at the sole cost of the Grantee. The Grantee shall provide to OPB periodic status reports 

regarding the Grantee's resolution of any audit, corrective action plan, or other compliance activity 

for which the Grantee is responsible. 

 

5.4  Records Retention 

 

The Grantee shall maintain appropriate audit trails to provide accountability for all expenditures 

using grant funds. Audit trails maintained by the Grantee will, at a minimum, identify the supporting 

documentation prepared by the Grantee to permit an audit of its accounting systems and payment 

verification with respect to the reimbursement of any expenditures under this Grant Agreement. 

 

The Grantee must maintain fiscal records and supporting documentation for all expenditures 

reimbursed under this Grant Agreement pursuant to 2 C.F.R. § 200.333 and state law, except that 

the period for retention of records shall be as set forth herein. The Grantee must retain these 

records and any supporting documentation for a minimum of seven (7) years from the later of 

the completion of conclusion of the Grant Project; submission of the final expenditure report; or 

any litigation, dispute or audit. Records related to payroll or other related and authorized expenses 

made with grant funds must be retained for seven (7) years after final disposition. OPB may direct 

the Grantee to retain documents for longer periods of time or to transfer certain records to OPB or 

federal custody when it is determined that the records possess long term retention value in 

accordance with retention schedules approved by the State Records Committee or the federal 

government. 

 

6. Prohibited and Regulated Activities and Expenditures 
 

6.1  Prohibited Costs 

 

The following are nonexclusive examples of ineligible expenditures. These requirements are 

required by federal rule. Therefore, any question about their meaning or to what extent certain 

activities or action are allowed should be resolved by referencing the guidance provided by the 

United States Treasury Department: 
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1. Funds may not be used or reimbursed to Grantee to fill shortfalls in revenue to cover 

expenditures that would not otherwise qualify under the statute. Revenue replacement is not 

a permissible use of these grant funds. In accordance with Section 5.1 all records and 

expenditures are subject to review. 

 

2. Damages covered by insurance. 

 

3. Duplication of benefits including expenses that have been or will be reimbursed under any 

other federal program. 

 

4. Reimbursement to donors for donated items or services.  

 

5. Severance pay. 

 

6. Legal settlements. 

 

The above is in addition to the non-reimbursable expenses set forth elsewhere in this Agreement. 

 

6.2  Political Activities 

 

Grant funds may not be used in connection with or to reimburse the following acts: 

 

1. Grant recipients are prohibited from using grant funds directly or indirectly for political 

purposes, including lobbying or advocating for legislative programs or changes; campaigning 

for, endorsing, contributing to, or otherwise supporting political candidates or parties; and 

voter registration or get-out-the-vote campaigns. Generally, organizations or entities which 

receive federal funds by way of grants, contracts or cooperative agreements do not lose their 

rights as organizations to use their own, private, non-federal resources for “political” activities 

because of or as a consequence of receiving such federal funds. These recipient organizations 

must thus use private or other non-federal money, receipts, contributions or dues for their 

political activities, and may not charge off to or be reimbursed from federal contracts or grants 

for the costs of such activities. 

 

2. Grant officials or grant funded employees may not use official authority or influence or permit 

the use of a program administered by the Grantee of which the person is an officer or employee 

to interfere with or affect the result of an election or nomination of a candidate or to achieve 

any other political purpose. 

 

3. Grant-funded employees may not coerce, attempt to coerce, command, restrict, attempt to 

restrict or prevent the payment, loan or contribution of anything of value to a person or political 

organization for a political purpose. 

 

4. As applicable, the Grantee and each contracting tier will comply with 31 U.S.C. § 1352, which 

provides that none of the funds provided under an award may be expended by the Grantee to 

pay or reimburse any person to influence, or attempt to influence, an officer or employee of 
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any agency, a member of Congress, an officer of employee of Congress or an employee of 

a member of Congress in connection with any federal action concerning the award or 

renewal. Each contracting tier shall also disclose any lobbying with non-federal funds that 

takes place in connection with obtaining any federal award. Such disclosures must be 

forwarded from tier to tier up to the recipient. The Grantee certifies its compliance with the 

provisions of this section through the execution of Exhibit B of this Grant Agreement. 

 

7. Financial Requirements 
 

7.1 Payments and Required Documentation 

 

Funding for this Grant Agreement is appropriated under the ARPA, as amended, to support COVID-

19 response efforts, support economic stabilization for households and businesses, and address 

systemic public health and economic challenges in areas affected by COVID-19, which are 

residentially-declared major disaster areas under Title IV of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 

and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. § 5121, et seq.). All expenditures under this Grant 

Agreement must be made in accordance with this Grant Agreement and any other applicable laws, 

rules or regulations. Further, the Grantee acknowledges that all funds are subject to recapture and 

repayment for non-compliance pursuant to Section 7.5. 

 

The Grantee will be authorized to submit requests for payment during the performance period set 

forth in Section 2.4 of this Agreement, which will be paid to the Grantee specified in 

GeorgiaGrants (formerly known as GeorgiaCares) pursuant to the funding announcement. All 

documentation of eligible employees must be submitted in GeorgiaGrants (formerly known as 

GeorgiaCares) prior to disbursement of funds.  

 

To receive payments, a Grantee must be an eligible vendor in the State Accounting Office’s vendor 

management system. Payments will be made via electronic funds transfer to the bank account 

associated with the vendor in the vendor management system. If the Grantee fails to meet reporting 

obligations, the State may implement sanctions as necessary up to and including grant termination 

and recoupment of all payments made to the Grantee. 

 

7.2 Reporting 

 

The Grantee must provide adequate support for eligible public safety officials and first responders 

to receive payment using grant funds in GeorgiaGrants (formerly known as GeorgiaCares). The 

State, in its sole discretion, will determine whether supporting documentation is adequate. 

Financial documentation to support payments must be submitted in GeorgiaGrants (formerly 

known as GeorgiaCares) by no later than December 31, 2021 reflecting payroll for active volunteer 

firefighter rosters or qualifying full-time public safety officials and first responders employed by 

the Grantee between August 1 and August 31 of 2021.  

 

Grantee is required to comply with the requirements set forth in the government-wide Award Term 

on Reporting Subawards and Executive Compensation located at 2 C.F.R. § 170, Appendix A, the 

full text of which is incorporated here by reference in the award terms and conditions. 
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If the total value of the Grantee's currently active grants, cooperative agreements and procurement 

contracts from all federal assistance offices exceeds $10,000,000 for any period of time during the 

period of performance of this federal financial assistance award, the Grantee must comply with the 

requirements set forth in the government-wide Award Term and Condition for Recipient Integrity 

and Performance Matters located at 2 C.F.R. § 200, Appendix XII, the full text of which is 

incorporated here by reference in the award terms and conditions. 

 

The Grantee shall complete any other reports as requested by OPB and cooperate and assist the 

State in complying with any and all federal tracking and reporting requirements. 

 

7.3 Payments 

 

The State will provide payment to the Grantee for the expenditure of actual payroll costs to be 

incurred by the Grantee pursuant to this Grant Agreement and rules promulgated by the State for 

the purpose of determining eligible expenses. The State is not obligated to pay unauthorized costs 

or to reimburse expenses that were incurred by the Grantee prior to or after the performance period 

or after the termination of this Grant Agreement. The Grantee will pay qualified public safety 

officials and first responders and no claims for payments from any such qualifying employee or 

other party will be accepted from any party asserting it is acting on behalf of the Grantee. Payments 

will be made directly to the Grantee only.  

 

7.4  Refunds and Deductions 

 

If the State determines that the Grantee has been overpaid any grant funds under this Grant 

Agreement, including payments made inadvertently, payments that are duplicative for qualifying 

public safety officials and first responders, or payments made but later determined to not be actual 

and allowable allocable costs, the Grantee shall return to OPB the amount identified by the State 

as an overpayment. The Grantee shall refund any overpayment to OPB within thirty (30) calendar 

days of the receipt of the notice of the overpayment from the State unless an alternate payment plan 

is specified by OPB. Refunds may be remitted to: Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget, 2 

Capitol Square SW, Atlanta, Georgia 30334, Attention: Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund 

Payments. 

 

7.5  Recapture of Funds 

 

The discretionary right of the State to terminate under Section 2.12 notwithstanding, the State shall 

have the right to terminate this Grant Agreement and to recapture and be reimbursed for any 

payments made by the State: (i) that are not allowed under applicable laws, rules and regulations; 

or (ii) that are otherwise inconsistent with this Grant Agreement, including any unapproved 

expenditures. 

 

7.6 Liquidation Period 

 

Unless the Grant Agreement is terminated prior to December 31, 2021, the grant liquidation period 

extends until March 30, 2021.  Any funds not distributed to qualifying employees at that time by 

the Grantee must be returned to the Office of Planning and Budget.  
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7.7 Project Close Out 

 

The State will close-out the grant award following the performance period. 

 

The Grantee must submit all financial, performance and other reports as required by the terms and 

conditions of this Grant Agreement. 

 

To the extent applicable to this Agreement, the Grantee must promptly refund to OPB any amounts 

paid to the Grantee for individuals who already received a pay supplement due to their work in a 

qualifying position with a different employer.  

 

8. Allocated Amount 
 

The Grantee will receive an award amount equivalent to $1,000 per full-time qualified public 

safety official and first responder who was an active employee on the Grantee’s payroll at any 

point during the period between August 1 and August 31 of 2021, $300 per active volunteer 

firefighter during the same period as reported to the Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training 

Council, and associated federal payroll taxes as applicable for the Grantee.   

 

9. Authorized User 
 

The following list identifies the user(s) authorized to perform tasks in GeorgiaGrants (formerly 

known as GeorgiaCares) on behalf of Grantee (Authorized User(s)).  Any action carried out by an 

Authorized User in GeorgiaGrants (formerly known as GeorgiaCares) is an action of the Grantee.  

 

1. Authorized User One – Authorized Representative of Grantee (Required) 

 

Name:  {{*adb_name1                                                                                }}  

Title: {{*adb_title1                                                                                   }}  

Email:  {{*adb_email1                                                                                }}  

Phone :{{*adb_phonenumber1                                                                  }}  

 

 

2. Authorized User Two (Optional) 

 

Name:  {{adb_name3                                                                                 }}  

Title: {{adb_title3                                                                                    }}  

Email:  {{adb_email3                                                                                 }}  

Phone :{{adb_phonenumber3                                                                    }}  

 

 

 

 

[EXHIBITS AND SIGNATURE PAGES FOLLOW] 



 

EXHIBIT A 

Grantee Assurances 
 

As the duly authorized representative of the Grantee, I certify that the Grantee: 

 

1. Has the legal authority to request grant payments for reimbursable expenses from the State of 

Georgia for federal funds appropriated pursuant to Section 602 of the Social Security Act, as 

added by Section 9901 of the American Rescue Plan Act, Pub. L. No. 117-2 (03/11/2021), and 

the institutional, managerial, and financial capability to ensure proper planning, management, 

and completion of the Grant Project contemplated by this application. 

 

2. Shall give any and all federal or State officials and auditors, or their duly authorized 

representative or designee, access to and the right to examine all records, books, papers or 

documents related to reimbursements; and will establish a proper accounting system in 

accordance with generally accepted accounting standards or awarding agency directives. 

 

3. Shall carry out all activities and endeavors with strict adherence to the Code of Ethics for 

Government Service as established within Title 45, Chapter 10 and Section 1 of the Official 

Code of Georgia Annotated and shall establish safeguards to prohibit employees from using 

their positions for a purpose that constitutes or presents the appearance of personal or 

organizational conflict of interest or personal gain. 

 

4. Shall submit allowable expenditures in GeorgiaGrants (formerly known as GeorgiaCares) in 

accordance with the documentation requirements established by OPB. 

 

5. Shall comply with all federal statutes relating to nondiscrimination. These include but are not 

limited to: (a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352), which prohibits 

discrimination on the basis of race, color or national origin; (b) Title IX of the Education 

Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C. §1681-1683 and 1685-1686), which prohibits 

discrimination on the basis of sex; (c) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 

amended (29 U.S.C. § 794), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps and the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 including Titles I, II and III of the Americans with 

Disability Act which prohibits recipients from discriminating on the basis of disability in the 

operation of public entities, public and private transportation systems, places of public 

accommodation and certain testing entities, 44 U.S.C. § 12101-12213; (d) the Age 

Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (42 U.S.C. § 6101, et seq.), which prohibits 

discrimination on the basis of age; (e) the Drug Abuse Office and Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 

92-255), as amended, relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug abuse; (f) the 

Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism Prevent ion, Treatment, and Rehabilitation 

Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-616), as amended, relating to the nondiscrimination on the basis of 

alcohol abuse or alcoholism; (g) § 523 and 527 of the Public Health Service Act of 1912 (42 

U.S.C. § 290dd-3 and 290ee-3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol and drug 

abuse patient records; (h) Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. § 3601, et seq.), 

as amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale, rental or financing of housing; (i) any 

other nondiscrimination provisions in the specific statute(s) under which application for federal 

assistance is being made; and (j) the requirements of any other nondiscrimination statute(s) 

which may apply to this grant. 

 



 

6. Shall comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. § 276a 

to 276a-7), the Copeland Act (40 U.S.C. § 276c and 18 U.S.C. § 874), and the Contract Work 

Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. § 327-333), regarding labor standards for federally 

assisted construction sub agreements. 

 

7. Shall comply with requirements of the provisions of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and 

Real Property Acquisitions Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-646), which provide for fair and equitable 

treatment of persons displaced or whose property is acquired as a result of federal or federally-

assisted programs. These requirements apply to all interests in real property acquired for project 

purposes regardless of federal participation in purchases. 

 

8. Shall comply with the provisions of the Hatch Political Activity Act (5 U.S.C. § 1501-1508 and 

7321-29), which limit the political activity of employees whose principal employment activities 

are funded in whole or in part with federal funds. 

 

9. Shall comply with the minimum wage and maximum hours provisions of the Federal Fair Labor 

Standards Act and the Intergovernmental Personnel Act of 1970, as applicable. 

 

10. Shall comply with all applicable federal, State and local environmental and historic 

preservation (EHP) requirements and shall provide any information requested by the 

appropriate authority to ensure compliance with applicable laws and regulations, including: 

federal EHP regulations, laws and executive orders; the National Environmental Policy Act; 

the National Historic Preservation Act; the Endangered Species Act; and the executive orders 

on floodplains (Exec. Order 11988, 3 C.F.R. 117 (1977), wetlands (Exec. Order 11990, 3 

C.F.R. 121 (1977) and environmental justice (Exec. Order 12898, 59 Fed. Reg. 7629 (Feb. 16, 

1994). Failure of the Grantee to meet federal, state and local EHP requirements and obtain 

applicable permits may jeopardize federal funding.  

 

11. Shall ensure that the facilities under its ownership, lease or supervision which shall be utilized 

in the accomplishment of the project are not listed on the Environmental Protection Agency’s 

(EPA) list of Violating Facilities and that it will notify the federal grantor agency of the receipt 

of any communication from the Director of the EPA Office of Federal Activities indicating 

that a facility to be used in the project is under consideration for listing by the EPA, Exec. 

Order 11,738, 3 C.F.R. 799 (1971-1975). 

 

12. Shall comply with the statutory requirements for whistleblower protections (if applicable) at 

10 U.S.C § 2409, 41 U.S.C.§ 4712 and 10 U.S.C. § 2324, and 41 U.S.C. §§ 4304 & 4310.  

 

13. Shall comply with requirements of the Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing 

Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism Act (USA PATRIOT Act), 

which amends 18 U.S.C. § 175-175c and comply with Exec. Order 13224, 60 Fed. Reg. 49079 

(2001) and U.S. law prohibiting transactions with, and the provision of resources and support 

to, individuals and organizations associated with terrorism. 

 

14. Shall comply with the flood insurance purchase requirements of Section 102(a) of the Flood 

Disaster Protection Act of 1973, Public Law 93-234. Section 102(a) requires the purchase of 

flood insurance in communities where such insurance is available as a condition for the receipt 

of any federal financial assistance for construction or acquisition proposed for use in any area 



 

that has been identified by the Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development as an area having special flood hazards. 

 

15. Shall comply with environmental standards which may be prescribed pursuant to the 

following: (a) institution of environmental quality control measures under the National 

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190) and Exec. Order 11514, 3 C.F.R. 902 (1966-

1970) ; (b) notification of violating facilities pursuant to Exec. Order 11738, 3 C.F.R. 799 

(1971-1975); (c) protection of wetlands pursuant to Exec. Order 11990, 3 C.F.R. 121 (1977); 

(d) evaluation of flood hazards in floodplains in accordance with Exec. Order 11988, 3 C.F.R. 

117 (1977); (e) assurance of project consistency with the approved State management program 

developed under the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. § 1451, et seq.); (f) 

conformity of federal actions to State (Clear Air) Implementation Plans under Section 176(c) 

of the Clean Air Act of 1955, as amended (42 U.S.C. § 7401, et seq.); (g) protection of 

underground sources of drinking water under the Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, as 

amended (P.L. 93-523); and (h) protection of endangered species under the Endangered 

Species Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93-205). 

 

16. Shall comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 (16 U.S.C. § 1271, et seq.) related 

to protecting components or potential components of the national wild and scenic rivers 

system. 

 

17. Shall assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance with Section 106 of the National 

Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 470), Exec. Order 11593 3 C.F.R. 

559 (1971-1975), (identification and protection of historic properties) and the Archaeological 

and Historic Preservation Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. § 469a-1, et seq.). 

 

18. Shall comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of 1966 (P.L. 89-544, as amended, 7 

U.S.C. § 2131, et seq.) which requires the minimum standards of care and treatment for 

vertebrate animals bred for commercial sale, used in research, transported commercially or 

exhibited to the public according to the Guide for Care and Use of Laboratory Animals and 

Public Health Service Policy and Government Principals Regarding the Care and Use of 

Animals. 

 

19. Shall comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning Prevention Act (42 U.S.C. § 4801, et seq.) 

which prohibits the use of lead-based paint in construction or rehabilitation of residential 

structures. 

 

20. Will comply with the requirements of Section 106(9) of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 

(TVPA) of 2000, as amended (22 U.S.C. 7104) which prohibits grant award recipients or a 

sub-recipient from (1) engaging in trafficking in persons during the period of time that the 

award is in effect (2) procuring a commercial sex act during the period of time that the award 

is in effect or (3) using forced labor in the performance of the award or subawards under the 

award. 

 

21. Shall comply with the Pro-Children Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-277), which prohibits 

smoking within any portion of any indoor facility used for the provision of services for children. 

 

22. Shall cause to be performed the required financial and compliance audits in accordance with 



 

the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 and OMB Circular No. A-133, "Audits of States, 

Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations." 

 

23. Shall comply with P.L. 93-348 regarding the protection of human subjects involved in 

research, development and related activities supported by this award of assistance. 

 

24. Shall comply with all federal tax laws and is solely responsible for filing all required State and 

federal tax forms. 

 

25. And its principals are eligible to participate and have not been subjected to suspension, 

debarment or similar ineligibility determined by any federal, State or local governmental entity 

and it is not listed on a State or federal government’s terrorism watch list as described in EO 

13224. Entities ineligible for federal procurement have Exclusions listed at 

https://www.sam.gov/portal/public/SAM/. 

 

26. Shall comply with all applicable federal and State Drug-Free Workplace laws and rules. 

 

27. Shall comply with all applicable requirements of all other federal and State laws, executive 

orders, regulations, and policies governing this program. 

 

By signing below on behalf of the Grantee, I hereby acknowledge and agree that I am an 

authorized representative of the Grantee with power to bind the Grantee to the terms of this 

Exhibit A, and agree to abide by the requirements stated herein, including any amendments 

thereto. 

 

 

By: {{*adb_name1                                                                                                          }} 

       (Printed Name: Authorized Representative of Grantee) 

 

Signature: {{Sig_es_:signer1:signature                                                                          }} 

 

Title: {{*adb_title1                                                                                                          }} 

 

Date: {{Dte_es_:signer1:date                                                                                           }} 

http://www.sam.gov/portal/public/SAM/


 

EXHIBIT B 

Certifications Regarding Lobbying; Debarment, Suspension and Other Responsibility 

Matters; and Drug-Free Workplace Requirements 
 

 

As the duly authorized representative of the Grantee, I certify the following on behalf of the 

Grantee: 

 

 1. LOBBYING 

 

As required by Section 1352, Title 31 of the U.S. Code, and implemented at 34 C.F.R. § 82, for 

persons entering into a grant or cooperative agreement over $100,000, as defined at 34 C.F.R. § 

82, § 82.105 and 82.110, the Grantee certifies that: 

 

A. No federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the 

undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee 

of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of 

a Member of Congress in connection with the making of any federal grant, the entering into of 

any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or 

modification of any federal grant or cooperative agreement; 

 

B. If any funds other than federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person 

for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of 

Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in 

connection with this Federal grant or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete 

and submit Standard Form - LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying," in accordance with 

its instructions; 

 

C. The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award 

documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subgrants, contracts under grants and 

cooperative agreements, and subcontracts) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose 

accordingly. 

 

2. DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, AND OTHER RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS 

 

As required by Exec. Order 12549, 3 C.F.R. 189 (1986), Debarment and Suspension, and 

implemented at 34 C.F.R. § 85, for prospective participants in primary covered transactions, as 

defined at 34 C.F.R. § 85, § 85.105 and 85.110-- 

 

A. The Grantee certifies that it and its principals: 

 

(a) Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 

voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any federal department or agency; 

 

(b) Have not within a three-year period preceding this application been convicted of or had a civil 

judgement rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection 

with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (federal, state, or local) transaction 

or contract under a public transaction; violation of federal or state antitrust statutes or 



 

commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, 

making false Statements, or receiving stolen property;  

 

(c) Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental 

entity (federal, state, or local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph 

(2)(b) of this certification; and 

 

(d) Have not within a three-year period preceding this application had one or more public 

transaction (federal, state, or local) terminated for cause or default; and 

 

B. Where the Grantee is unable to certify to any of the Statements in this certification, he or she 

shall attach an explanation to this application. 

 

3. DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE (GRANTEE OTHER THAN INDIVIDUALS) 

 

As required by the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988, and implemented at 34 C.F.R. § 85(f), for 

Grantee, as defined at 34 C.F.R. § 85, § 85.605 and 85.610- 

 

A. The Grantee certifies that it will or will continue to provide a drug-free workplace by: 

 

(a) Publishing a Statement notifying employees that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, 

dispensing, possession, or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in the Grantee's 

workplace and specifying the actions that will be taken against employees for violation of such 

prohibition; 

 

(b) Establishing an on-going drug-free awareness program to inform employees about: 

 

(1) The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace; 

 

(2) The Grantee's policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace;  

 

(3) Any available drug counseling, rehabilitation, and employee assistance programs; and 

 

(4) The penalties that may be imposed upon employees for drug abuse violations occurring in 

the workplace; 

 

(c) Making it a requirement that each employee to be engaged in the performance of the grant be 

given a copy of the Statement required by paragraph (a); 

 

(d) Notifying the employee in the Statement required by paragraph (a) that, as a condition of 

employment under the grant, the employee will: 

 

(1) Abide by the terms of the Statement; and 

 

(2) Notify the employer in writing of his or her conviction for a violation of a criminal drug 

statute occurring in the workplace no later than five calendar days after such conviction; 

 

(e) Notifying OPB, in writing, within 10 calendar days after receiving notice under subparagraph 



 

(d)(2) from an employee or otherwise receiving actual notice of such conviction. Notice shall 

include the identification number(s) of each affected grant;  

  

(f) Taking one of the following actions, within 30 calendar days of receiving notice under 

subparagraph (d)(2), with respect to any employee who is so convicted:  

  

(1) Taking appropriate personnel action against such an employee, up to and including 

termination, consistent with the requirements of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; 

or  

  

(2) Requiring such employee to participate satisfactorily in a drug abuse assistance or 

rehabilitation program approved for such purposes by a federal, state, or local health, law 

enforcement, or other appropriate agency;  

  

(g) Making a good faith effort to continue to maintain a drug-free workplace through 

implementation of paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), and (f).  

  

B. The Grantee may insert in the space provided below the site(s) for the performance of work 

done in connection with the specific grant:  

  

Place of Performance (Street address. city, county, State, zip code) 

 

4. DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE (GRANTEE WHO IS AN INDIVIDUAL) 
 

As required by the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988, and implemented at 34 C.F.R. § 85(f), for 

Grantee, as defined at 34 C.F.R. §§ 85, 85.605, and 85.610. 

A. As a condition of the grant, I certify that I will not engage in the unlawful manufacture, 

distribution, dispensing, possession, or use of a controlled substance in conducting any activity 

with the grant; and 

 

B. If convicted of a criminal drug offense resulting from a violation occurring during the conduct 

of any grant activity, I will report the conviction, in writing, within 10 calendar days of the 

conviction, to OPB.  Notice shall include the identification number(s) of each affected grant. 

 

By signing below on behalf of the Grantee, I hereby acknowledge and agree that I am an 

authorized representative of the Grantee with power to bind the Grantee to the terms of this 

Exhibit B, and agree to abide by the requirements stated herein, including any amendments 

thereto. 

 

 

By: {{*adb_name1                                                                                                          }} 

       (Printed Name: Authorized Representative of Grantee) 

 

Signature: {{Sig_es_:signer1:signature                                                                           }} 

 

Title: {{*adb_title1                                                                                                          }} 

 

Date: {{Dte_es_:signer1:date                                                                                          }} 



 

 

Include all supporting documentation that clearly sets forth expenditures being claimed for 

reimbursement. Reimbursement will only be paid to the Grantee/Grantee. All documentation is 

incorporated into the Grant Agreement by reference. 

EXHIBIT C 

ARPA Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund Eligibility Certification 
 

 

I, {{*FullName                                                                                           }} (Print Name),  

am the {{*JobTitle                                                                                      }}(Title)  

of {{!AccountName                                                                                    }} (“Grantee”) and I 

certify that: 

 

1. I have the authority on behalf of the Grantee to submit, or designate persons to submit on my 

behalf, requests for payment of pay supplements for qualified public safety officials and first 

responders from the State for federal funds appropriated pursuant to Section 602 of the Social 

Security Act, as added by Section 9901 of the American Rescue Plan Act, Pub. L. No. 117-2 

(03/11/2021). 

 

2. I understand that the State will rely on this certification as a material representation in making 

payments to the Grantee. 

 

3. I acknowledge that pursuant to Section 5.4 of this Agreement, Grantee must keep records 

sufficient to demonstrate that the expenditure of payments it has received is in accordance with 

Section 602 of the Social Security Act, as added by Section 9901 of the American Rescue Plan 

Act, Pub. L. No. 117-2 (03/11/2021). 

 

4. I acknowledge that all records and expenditures are subject to audit by the United States 

Department of the Treasury’s Inspector General, the Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget, 

the Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts, the State of Georgia Office of Inspector General, 

and the Department of Community Affairs, or representative or designee. 

 

5. I acknowledge that Grantee has an affirmative obligation to identify and report any 

duplication of benefits. I understand that the State has an obligation and the authority to de-obligate 

or offset any duplicated benefits. 

 

6. I acknowledge and agree that the Grantee shall be liable for any costs disallowed pursuant to 

financial or compliance audits of reimbursement received. 

 

7. I acknowledge and agree that all submissions for reimbursement, supporting documentation, 

reports, and any other record upon which the State relied to reimburse expenses pursuant to this 

Grant Agreement are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief, and that federal 

and State authorities may exercise any and all legal and equitable remedies against the Grantee 

involving any false records created or submitted, or in relation to findings concerning fraud, waste, 

or misuse of funds received. 

 

8. I acknowledge that the Grantee’s requests submitted for payment from the State by federal 

appropriation under Section 602 of the Social Security Act, as added by Section 9901 of the 

American Rescue Plan Act, Pub. L. No. 117-2 (03/11/2021) will be used only to cover payments 

Villa Rica



 

to qualifying public safety officials and first responders and associated payroll taxes for individuals 

employed full-time by the Grantee during the period between August 1 and August 31 of 2021 or 

serving as an active volunteer firefighter during the same period. 

 

9. I acknowledge that the Grantee is required to comply with the requirements set forth in the 

government-wide Award Term on Reporting Subawards and Executive Compensation located at 

2 C.F.R. § 170, Appendix A, the full text of which is incorporated here by reference in the award 

terms and conditions. 

 

By signing below on behalf of the Grantee, I hereby acknowledge and agree that I am an 

authorized representative of the Grantee with power to bind the Grantee to the terms of this 

Exhibit C, and agree to abide by the requirements stated herein, including any amendments 

thereto. 

 

 

By: {{*adb_name1                                                                                                          }} 

       (Printed Name: Authorized Representative of Grantee) 

 

Signature: {{Sig_es_:signer1:signature                                                                           }} 

 

Title: {{*adb_title1                                                                                                          }} 

 

Date: {{Dte_es_:signer1:date                                                                                          }} 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Please initial by each exhibit, acknowledging you have received them, understand them, and 

agree to abide by them. 

{{Int_es_:signer1:initials}} Exhibit A – Grantee Assurances 

 

{{Int_es_:signer1:initials}} Exhibit B – Certifications Regarding Lobbying; Debarment, 

Suspension and Other Responsibility Matters; And Drug-Free 

Workplace Requirements 

 

{{Int_es_:signer1:initials}} Exhibit C – ARPA Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund 

Eligibility Certification 

 

 

By signing below the Grantee acknowledges acceptance of the Grant, all terms and 

conditions of this Grant Agreement, and all exhibits to this Grant Agreement, and agrees to 

abide by all such terms and conditions. 
 

 

By: {{*adb_name1                                                                                                          }} 

       (Printed Name: Authorized Representative of Grantee) 

 

Signature: {{Sig_es_:signer1:signature                                                                           }} 

 

Title: {{*adb_title1                                                                                                          }} 

 

Date: {{Dte_es_:signer1:date                                                                                          }} 

 

 

 

By: {{adb_name2                                                                                                            }} 

       (Printed Name: Authorized Representative of Grantee) (Optional) 

 

Signature: {{Sig_es_:signer2:signature                                                                           }} 

 

Title: {{adb_title2                                                                                                            }} 

 

Date: {{Dte_es_:signer2:date                                                                                          }} 
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